(REEZ L) (BRI TR
TR HEF

The Nellie, a cruising yawl', swung to her anchor without a flutter of the sails, and

was at rest. The flood had made, the wind was nearly calm, and being bound down the

river?, the only thing for it was to come to? and wait for the turn of the tide.

VERE:

1. yawl: —FfEr(ICHE /N IR

2. be bound: F/x—FhP0 8 H . be bound down the river, WHEE /NI B S 2B 1.
KT bound [FRIXIEF : be bound to do, —EL{HTEF]; be bound to sth, ARG EFE—L. bound
J& bind M50, ASFAMIE R, B BARR RIS . fTATT, XEIFE P A A A B,
CATRIA M AE— AT 2T AT A IRJT— BRI A TFER 2 B R E I, B —ES
% AT 2.

3. cometo: come to B HRIEE “EEEk; K7, FERXHEEN OHHE T OREUT .

The sea-reach* of the Thames stretched® before us like the beginning of an
interminable® waterway. In the offing’ the sea and the sky were welded® together
without a joint, and in the luminous’ space the tanned!° sails of the barges drifting up
with the tide seemed to_stand still'! in red clusters of canvas!? sharply peaked, with

gleams!3 of varnished!* sprits!>.A haze'® rested on the low shores that ran out to sea in

vanishing!” flatness!®. The air was dark above Gravesend, and farther back still

seemed condensed!® into a mournful®® gloom?!, brooding* motionless over the

biggest, and the greatest, town on earth.

VERE:

4. sea-reach: UTHEAEL, WAL ILHFIEIIT N LR —BOKIE . reach FoA7 2 Hin] CHNRME, FAE St
BARE SRR “HRiR” AR E SRR “IR3)7, sl AEA IR EA S S0 “ AR R B a 7,
KRR “WRHE B,

5. stretched: X H{EZNi], =S MR, 1M, MEaEyy”, )1 BREESE . U aUA I E
— it 0, ARBNEE SR 2e . B B E R X ahialid e, Al AR 24, X e T
— HIRWE, X0 E SO B AR B NTREL . SEARIC SO ) SR, e M TR R B R
W7 HIEAA RIS FED, BT FEIE GEEER AR, HM sk b GER, AR
B #GE R AR I g



6. interminable: FHUE “TUKM, ToILEIR”, SKRIET A5 terminate (458, #1L), terminable (A]
ZAbR), BRI TR A SR YRR .

7. offing: #RIFZ “IEALIFTH ", in the offing & “ WLET i Bl Py (FIz AL THT .

8. weld: #{EshW, BAH M7,

9. luminous: &N “JGSRMEENIN, ATJGEBAN”, fEXRAEGEE, BN “EYBZ T,

10. tanned: &JEE “WERHSEAly”, XHFAER R . RET3hE “tan” CGEIT R RIRE). A1
T e 4y ke PR T 254 (1 1 T AE 9 5 H AR o W, o

11. stand still: EOAEFEHLEGAE, W52 AG).

12. canvas: ICALFRIZ “WAR 7. il “miAm” .

13. gleam: FNWECH “RFOG. WK, AR “Hot. IR,

ROEGR BRI B TIERM, RIS T “varnish 7.

15. sprit: BREUE RHEWUT: R BLALBEY “HEAT” BT,

16. haze: MHZ: JH%E.

17. vanishing: & “HTHIE RN 2 ing JE M AE LB I, FIATIR BN ed JER LA
[, ing BAWHA “FshahtE. BT 8L T ed BEWHA “HshzhtE. Brem” M 2.

18. flatness: RN “PI”, 17 CEONM G . TR UL “I R DL— PO BT A Wl R AEiE 1.

19. condensed: ed JEZIA, =N “URYHE T, #E45 T, “seemed condensed into” /& seem to do 514,
X —H) 56 4 TE & seemed to be condensed into. JH{EHE—4), A3 %% Ag — 5T J7 1] /& condensed
matter physics, L “EEREAYIFL”. condensed matter 24 FH 24 1) 1 A

20. mournful: FA “FERM, REH”.

21. gloom: i, BN CUEAR, BHE7.

22. brood: Ainl, = “WFdr, DU XU RIS EEWT, MAMKRYL, AR T BEXS B
RAES LR BRI S F AT R IEANAT

14. varnished:

The Director of Companies was our captain and our host. We four affectionately?
watched his back as he stood in the bows?* looking to seaward. On the whole river

there was nothing that looked half so nautical. He resembled? a pilot?%, which to a

seaman is trustworthiness personified?’. It was difficult to realize his work was not out

there in the luminous estuary?®, but behind him, within the brooding gloom.

R

23. affectionately: &N “SEVIML, HZHL”, AN “HUIHL” AT,

24. bow: HATZ WAL, MAbRAAE, By k.

25. resemble: A “Leeeeo FHAL”

26. pilot: 1F A4, EHEZ “CHLED ®ATH, O ERD 8o fEAREW, SRR . H
B SRz D e “ o,

27. is trustworthiness personified: XA ANHLfE, TR G B FL LB T “thatis” 50#E “whichis”,
W e B R IE N 1% /& “He resembled a pilot, which to a seaman is trustworthiness (that is) personified” .
“trustworthiness” =N “H{EME, NIEEME”, “personify” BN At AAEAL, R0 7. WELE
i, “trustworthiness (that is) personified” BN “#i AKGAL R GAL T IIRTEEME”, X103 SR 2K
(BT SUITIBCAR B U 53, T 00 AR T AT DR SR “ 22 4ny S, WIEE, AR ST E O
o REERE .



28. estuary: =N “YLI, V107, IXHEPFEAN “HEHE7,

Between us there was, as I have already said somewhere, the bond of the sea.
Besides?* holding our hearts together through long periods of separation, it had the
effect of making us tolerant of** each other's yarns—and even convictions®'. The
Lawyer—the best of old fellows—had, because of his many years and many virtues,
the only cushion®? on deck, and was lying*} on the only_rug**. The Accountant®> had
brought out already a box of dominoes®®, and was toying architecturally with the

bones. Marlow sat cross-legged®’ right aft’®, leaning against the mizzen-mast*°. He

had sunken*’ cheeks, a yellow complexion*!, a straight back, an ascetic*? aspect, and,

with his arms dropped, the palms* of hands outwards, resembled** an idol*’. The

director,_satisfied*® the anchor had good hold, made his way aft and sat down amongst
us. We exchanged a few words lazily. Afterwards there was silence on board the
yacht*’. For some reason or other we did not begin that game of dominoes. We felt
meditative*®, and fit* for nothing but placid staring®. The day was ending in a
serenity>! of still and exquisite brilliance®*. The water shone pacifically?; the sky,

without a speck*, was a benign immensity> of unstained® light; the very mist on the

Essex marsh®’ was like a gauzy and radiant®® fabric®”, hung from the wooded rises®’

inland, and draping®' the low shores in diaphanous folds®?. Only the gloom to the west,

brooding over the upper reaches, became more sombre® every minute, as if angered®*

by the approach® of the sun.

HERE:
29. besides: 7EIX AR AL “BRT e AR
30. be tolerant of: X /& —AN WHIVE, FRESNHE of B . BIERE “Xfeee BEAY s Hfeeeees Frh R

FFEZ IS, X B EAGRTE “REBRTCHUIBTT GRS, MR AL CWARD ANHE”.

31. 7E conviction: FEFAWAW L, H-—=2 “EdE, FEET ERXERRERE CRE, WE IRENIEAT.
KPIME L AP RMIR, Xk “Edr” 2HAME: “E&7 28 CHE.

32. cushion: “AREL” W[, “HFEHT W], FEARAERE, AKX,

33. lying: lie /&2—/N2 S, FEARIT L —= “fArF. T7, o W7 e - -l i
SBUAE AR T, AR S ISR A TE N “lie-lay-lain-lying”, 18] XL IBIIAAETE N “lie-lied-lied-lying 7
K PSR N A, (HR IR IR W, A ORI A A SR IRIE . XA A XL R
Ak B AR A, REZ s, T g,

34. rug: EAR ONET EEHL L7, 17 R “blanket” (HREEHIEET ). “carpet” CKHLEE,



A ) AEX 4y, T LA “rag” (BRAT, BEAKIERS) (EX4).

35. accountant: £, 21T,

36. domino: Z KiEh, HHCH dominoes.

37. cross-legged: fRELMRTIALMI LS . cross XA LA T2 X7, “Radk” M. “BBmAL” BN
S5 RAH B2E X IR A

38. aft: BN “FEMRE; TEJEHE7, IR . BAR aft & —MUTHEARLE, (H2 AR & BAE 2] T3
AR BB H H A0 after B2 WVFMIE 2 G & EH AR

39. mizzen-mast: mizzen WEE “mizen”, AN “JEMi: JEWL, mast BN M.

40. sunken: JEZ, BN CULEM, MFEE7 XAFEDKRETF “sink”,  [FIREE i 25 i AR A ok 1)
JEZR . “sink” PEZNIARCN “ N, BRIC”, ERWEN “BFih, (GHEM7. SFbHueKaRE. K
AW R Lty .

41. complexion: T4, MZ.

42. ascetic: fEJEZW RN “HATIEN”, (ERWEAN “ETH,

43. palm: TEZWAMANGE L, —RTFH, TR AR IR T ERAZA A7 AR AR

44. resemble: AHR; Heee--AHEL.

45. idol: 1%, #&.

46. satisfied: 1X HL[1] satisfied 42 satisfy FIBEBIE R, B 568 ILAIE “The director, (who is) satisfied (that)
the anchor had good hold, made his way aft...” XFEA) 1 ()& Bl ss 45 7 .

47. yacht: WL, U

48. meditative: JTELFY, FAEMN.

49. fit: LI, BN “ET; EEM7. BAHNERN: “(We are) fit for nothing but placid staring”, 5
UL, “BRT Fr G IR H A, JRATR A LMW AT E 7. “fit for” TEIX FLER (R e 10 28 A
50. placid staring: placid = “~FER), A7, staring /& stare [N ZTRITER, stare BN “BEML; K
IRAEE: HERIE .

51. serenity: %A, BN PR, TR

52. exquisite brilliance: =y “HEIRMDEHE”, FEREAFHTT T, BEOGHRIILNT 5.

53. pacifically: P,

54. speck: K4 BEgi.

55. benign immensity: ELiFN “HERAMEY”, a2 T EKTBEAMNNE, IR Z 2.

56. unstained: AT RN, HEETCHRIN

57. marsh: JAE, WHb.

58. gauzy and radiant: gauzy &N “UFLI R LD —FEEETTIEIAN 7, radiant B “BEBUH HOCRIFAT, &
MR 7 X R R FEBRAE A2 P AR WA, S TE A6 R INSRE T — R X5, WK
“ERES

59. fabric: 7EXXMIRMZ “Aikl, 27,

60. rise: X2 —ANE A, EXFAELI, fHIE Cmt, AR, HAEEUEN rises.

61. drape: fEZIE Y “Hi%E”, XERIE, BH “WARRE T, RPAXFEHE A Mz wE e, H
] SO SRR, FESESCH AR 2 W

62. diaphanous folds: diaphanous 5 gauzy 545 i XGil, PiE 8 2i8 MR “irmiE, BH9—FE
1)U, diaphanous fBL-T- 58 {8 T-5R 18 “Fabei& Bl HIAFIE. fold 7EIX HLZ 1A, “FH4%” M.

63. sombre: BV, MRACHT, EFWE.

64. anger: % ULIRRAE AW “HU&, &7, REZFW, BA W,

65. approach: fE&IAEN “Jik; B, L7, KB “9HL” 25, SANEA AR, B8 “BE7.



And at last, in its curved®® and imperceptible®’ fall, the sun sank low, and from
glowing white®® changed to a dull red® without rays and without heat, as if about to
go out suddenly, stricken to death by the touch of that gloom brooding over a crowd
of men.

R

66. curved: =N I, LR, X H “curved fall” F5 & K BRI E — A INER B 427K M M-8 1
67. imperceptible: F2N “MELADEZRNT”, BB A FAVE T2 —ADEIE TR

68. glowing white: A EYE, UiBH—IFER I A FRASA 205 1.
69. dull red: MFREHIZE, UERHERKEE FHIA FHOSAEREIR T .

Forthwith? a change came over the waters, and the serenity became less brilliant but

more profound’!. The old river in its broad reach’? rested unruffled” at the decline’

of day, after ages of good service done to the race that peopled its banks, spread out in

the tranquil” dignity’® of a waterway leading to the uttermost ends of the earth. We

looked at the venerable”’ stream not in the vivid flush’® of a short day that comes and
departs™ for ever, but in the august® light of abiding®' memories. And indeed nothing

is easier for a man who has, as the phrase goes, “followed the sea®?” with reverence®’

and affection®, than to evoke® the great spirit of the past upon the lower reaches®® of

the Thames. The tidal current®’ runs to and fro®® in its unceasing service, crowded

with memories of men and ships it had borne to the rest of home® or to the battles of

the sea®. It had known and served all the men of whom the nation is proud, from Sir

Francis Drake to Sir John Franklin, knights all, titled and untitled®'—the great

knights-errant® of the sea. It had borne all the ships®® whose names are like jewels™

flashing®® in the night of time, from the Golden Hind’¢ returning with her rotund®’
flanks®® full of treasure, to be visited by the Queen's Highness and thus pass out of the
gigantic” tale, to the Erebus and Terror, bound'® on other conquests'’'—and that
never returned. It had known the ships and the men. They had sailed from Deptford,
from Greenwich, from Erith—the adventurers'®? and the settlers'®; kings' ships and
the ships of men on 'Change'%; captains, admirals, the dark “interlopers!'®” of the

Eastern trade, and the commissioned'* “generals” of East India fleets'?’. Hunters'®®




109

for gold or pursuers'”” of fame, they all had gone out on that stream, bearing the

sword'!?, and often the torch!!!, messengers''? of the might!'® within the land, bearers

of a spark!'* from the sacred fire!'>. What greatness had not floated''® on the ebb!!” of
that river into the mystery of an unknown earth!... The dreams of men, the seed of

commonwealths, the germs of empires.

R

70. forthwith: .Z, ZiEKA].

71. profound: JRZINI, RIEM.

72. its broad reach: X B2 R ARG A KA ).

73. unruffled: RIFE T3 “ruffle”, oA “AEEMYE, ARAAF7. @il zhind £ 0102 os & 5,
BB ERSE un, fEX BRI R T KT, AERIRE 7

74. decline: X B 2L EEM:, &8 “ N, EIR”, atthe decline of day fEIX A BLIEI 1= B2, “THXTE
e p Rt DIE b S i LI KNP/ =i ob/) A R =W E 1 N =1

75. tranquil: “PERT): TERE .

76. dignity: 2™, .

77. venerable: [HAFRHL1) . 1X BAG 12 Z MG W07 & S ATOCRE R 77 52 .

78. the vivid flush: X BARHZ “OLRE R HL.

79. comes and departs: X HE UL — RIIB e AR, AWML, +oRiE.

80. august: JFEMHT, A AEEM.

81. abiding: FFAN, IRZAN OUHAEIGEGL) . KBy “abide”, #y “AH, W7,
82. follow the sea: ® A “TEifg BiTANG”, Witk “LUKTF NI, fEEH KT,

83. reverence: WA, fEl.

84. affection: %%, #M%.

85. evoke: 7lilt, M.

86. the lower reaches: Jii& & “WIViH) NUF”7, X BRI R HL Z G RN DR EL

87. tidal current: W1 ¥i; HHEIY J177 AR KA -

88. toand fro: KREIE]; Mg,

89. to the rest of home: J& & [FIF %K 2 K7 .

90. to the battles of the sea: f&fIEFFikbiF 11§35 .

91. titled and untitled: title /EXX HL/2zhiA], By “WE k5 ”; titled and untitled K= B2 “TC2
2 i Ny

92. knights-errant: JEfla L L RRNAL B0 IR Sa 1, ARATTIU AL DT, SR E K.

93. It had borne all the ships: FiJid = FHELL A8 Ak,

94, jewels: ¥KE; Fh.

95. flash: [ADE, [A5t.

96. Golden Hind: “<fE %" FREIVUMNT « FEE Sifg S BARRA: BN s 1 8 8 Bl

97. rotund: [AIJEMY, [RISEI

98. flank: JMIE; CHE R M, A%,

99. gigantic: FELKIN, JE KM, XEIBMWRER “EBHALN RN IISE oA T 5 NURFAL S
100. bound: FUIH HFFRAERIE CRED i,



101. conquest: fENRELT40; FEMRA R A0t .

102. adventurer: 5 HAHLD T

103. settler: Bfui: HRE -

104. on 'Change: =N “MFH$ 5", 'Change +& exchange 14i’5 . exchange &N “38i, 28#, 257,
KRR ZEH .

105. interloper: [EIAF, “HBF7, X ORI MIE R T7H & T ER B B
106. commissioned: SZZALM, SZALATIN,

107. East India fleets: %< ENEEAILBA .

108. hunter: A “HEN”, XEIEARFBOEZEW EIIA .

109. pursuer: FA4 “IERFE”, KHEIBHLE—OFEHILFEEBMA.

110. bear the sword: “FHREKSI”, ARG F 1 H BRI, 3.

111. torch: FHIFE, JKHE, kI, X BLARGH R 0”7 7 SCHA A 3 T WM LA 1 5
112. messenger: fE1f.

113. might: S8KMJJR. X BRI BRI EAC L B L5510 &

114. spark: KA, KFlo IXHLFR T B AR 1 RRNARH ST KTl

115. sacred fire: &4 “3EK7, X BACHRERM SCA .

116. float: ¥¥3), Hft.

117. ebb: B,

The sun set!'8; the dusk!"® fell on the stream, and lights began to appear along the

shore. The Chapman light-house'?’, a three-legged thing erect'?! on a mud-flat'??,

123

shone!? strongly. Lights of ships moved in the fairway'**—a great stir'?® of lights

going up and going down. And farther west on the upper reaches the place of the

monstrous'?® town was still marked ominously!?’” on the sky, a brooding gloom in
ominously Y. g8

128

sunshine, a lurid glare'“® under the stars.

“7{%3

118. set: £ (i, XA “VEF 7. sunset v “HIE”, sunrise v “H ",

119. dusk: 3HE, H, .

120. light-house: 3%,

121. erect: XHETEAW, BN “BILEN.

122. mud-flat: “FIHFERE.

123. shone: shine Jid £, S “shined” WAL,

124. fairway: iif; 7KiE.

125. agreatstir: JRme “—FEREZN”, X RIRMRITGEM RASk, FWREVZIOL, RASNARR.
126. monstrous: X HLE SRR BEIRTTAH 24 K

127. ominously: ANEEMT, BHUTITHT .

128. alurid glare: & NZRIDGTE . FHFN “HEE TR, “BEE TIH— RGN, EKE/N

=X
FF o

“And this also,” said Marlow suddenly, “has been one of the dark places of the earth.”



He was the only man of us who still “followed the sea.” The worst that could be said
of him was that he did not represent his class. He was a seaman, but he was a
wanderer'?’, too, while most seamen lead, if one may so express it, a sedentary life.
Their minds are of the stay-at-home order, and their home is always with them—the
ship; and so is their country—the sea. One ship is very much like another, and the sea
is always the same. In the immutability!* of their surroundings!'®! the foreign shores,

133

the foreign faces, the changing immensity'3? of life, glide'3* past, veiled'** not by a

sense of mystery!3®> but by a slightly disdainful ignorance!*¢; for there is nothing
mysterious'?’ to a seaman unless it be the sea itself, which is the mistress'3® of his
existence and as inscrutable as Destiny. For the rest, after his hours of work, a casual
strollor'® a casual spree'*’ on shore suffices to unfold for him the secret of a whole
continent, and generally he finds the secret not worth knowing. The yarns of seamen
have a direct simplicity, the whole meaning of which lies within the shell of a cracked
nut. But Marlow was not typical (if his propensity to spin yarns be excepted), and to

141

him the meaning of an episode'*! was not inside like a kernel'* but outside,

143 the tale which brought it out only as a glow brings out a haze'#, in the

enveloping
likeness of'* one of these misty halos'#® that sometimes are made visible'¥” by the

spectral!*® illumination'*° of moonshine.

VERE:

129. wanderer: JitiR#, EUFH .

130. immutability: ANAPE, JKIEME. X BEUON T RATN S, TAEMELE & — AR ——E 8 H RAE
F—%M0 E, BRSNS, ARAMKIE & T T bR K.

131. surroundings: JH Y L.

132. immensity: ER, J7R. X BARAYE AN AS B HAT TR RN
133. glide: JH30, i,

134. veil: ZE Lqmzb.

135. mystery: fifh,

136. disdainful ignorance: T H#IZ1ICH.

137. mysterious: AR,

138. mistress: Ao

139. stroll: #UP, #ik.



140. spree: JEXK, .

141. episode: —Et#F; —EIE .

142. kernel: HA%; Zri. XHIRME M IEAEZ L.

143. envelope: #FfEX U], 2o “fB5H” XHEEZW, 28 “BEEF".

144. haze: Z'; MH5E.

145. in the likeness of:  L==---- NIEG . fEIX B F] 5] B LA -

146. misty halos: FEEIGRE . halo & FISRIE X NKTI BOREE, B AR A B0
147. visible: T LIBEEFFE) .

148. spectral: JGIGH), R BEALEY “RRIEMT, AR PR 7.

149. illumination: Y652 JHid

His remark did not seem at all surprising. It was just like Marlow. It was accepted in

150

silence. No one took the trouble to grunt'>® even; and presently'>! he said, very slow—

VERE:
150. grunt: BRI FRORA N
151. presently: HAl; 4 F. FRFEHL RO KE T, SERERA.

I was thinking of very old times, when the Romans first came here, nineteen hundred
years ago—the other day .... Light came out of this river since—you say Knights? Yes;
but it is like a running blaze on a plain, like a flash of lightning in the clouds. We live

in the flicker—may it last as long as the old earth keeps rolling! But darkness was

2

here yesterday. Imagine the feelings of a commander'>? of a fine—what d've call

'em!>*?—trireme in the Mediterranean'**, ordered suddenly to the north; run overland
across the Gauls'>® in a hurry; put in charge of one of these craft the legionaries'—a
wonderful lot of handy men they must have been, too—used to build, apparently by
the hundred, in a month or two, if we may believe what we read. Imagine him
here—the very end of the world, a sea the colour of lead!*’, a sky the colour of smoke,
a kind of ship about as rigid as a concertina—and going up this river with stores, or
orders'*®, or what you like. Sand-banks, marshes, forests, savages'>®—precious little
to eat fit for a civilized man, nothing but Thames water to drink. No Falernian wine
here, no going ashore. Here and there a military camp lost in a wilderness, like a
needle in a bundle of hay—cold, fog, tempests'®’, disease, exile!¢!, and death—death
skulking'? in the air, in the water, in the bush. They must have been dying like flies

here. Oh, yes—he did it. Did it very well, too, no doubt, and without thinking much



about it either, except afterwards to brag'®?

of what he had gone through in his time,
perhaps. They were men enough to face the darkness.And perhaps he was cheered by
keeping his eye on a chance of promotion to the fleet at Ravenna by and by!®, if he
had good friends in Rome and survived the awful climate. Or think of a decent young

citizen in a toga—perhaps too much dice, you know—coming out here in the train of

some_prefect!®, or tax-gatherer'®, or trader even, to mend his fortunes. Land in a

swamp'%’, march through the woods, and in some inland post'® feel the savagery!'¢’,
the utter savagery, had closed round him—all that mysterious life of the wilderness
that stirs in the forest, in the jungles, in the hearts of wild men. There's no initiation

either into such mysteries. He has to live in the midst of the incomprehensible!”,

which is also detestable!'”!. And it has a fascination'!”?, too, that goes to work upon him.
The fascination of the abomination'’*—you know, imagine the growing regrets, the

longing!7* to escape, the powerless disgust!”, the surrender'’®, the hate.”

HERE:

152. commander: H¥EHE, @4,

153. what d've call 'em: X BRI IL BRI R &, MYETE A “What do you call them” .
154. Mediterranean: HirRiFHBIX .

155. Gauls: =9 N =/ ks

156. legionary: 7]+ it

157. lead: 4.

158. orders: T4 TEH).

159. savage: HFZ5 A,

160. tempest: %=X o

161. exile: ¥ijil.

162. skulk: ¥R, Hhi.

163. brag: W4, HE.

164. by and by: A~ALLE; ¥k BH.
165. prefect: M FITHIKE .

166. tax-gatherer: WP, Fi%E .

167. swamp: PR, VAL

168. inland post: 7. P Rt [X Ao 55 .
169. savagery: HFPE; EFEEN; JEGRIRAS.
170. incomprehensible: AU, ASATHEGH
171. detestable: T[], BEHMT.

172. fascination: 4 AFF LI 7T,

173. abomination: 4 AJCEIIFY).



174. longing: W%, #,
175. disgust: [, K.
176. surrender: %[F; (EAEIEAT; HBEE: LR BEEHE.

He paused.

“Mind'””,” he began again, lifting one arm from the elbow!’®, the palm of the hand
outwards, so that, with his legs folded before him, he had the pose of a Buddha!”®
preaching!®® in European clothes and without a lotus-flower—“Mind, none of us
would feel exactly like this. What saves us is efficiency—the devotion to efficiency.

But these chaps were not much account, really. They were no colonists; their

181

administration was merely a squeeze, and nothing more, I suspect'®’. They were

182 183

conquerors'®?, and for that you want only brute force!'®*—nothing to_boast'®* of, when

you have it, since your strength is just an accident arising from the weakness of others.

They grabbed what they could get for the sake of what was to be got. It was just

185

robbery'®® with violence'®, aggravated'®” murder on a great scale, and men going at it

blind—as is very proper for those who tackle a darkness. The conquest'®® of the earth,

which mostly means the_taking it away'®® from those who have a different
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complexion'” or slightly flatter noses than ourselves, is not a pretty thing when you
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look into it too much. What redeems'”" it is the idea only. An idea at the back of it; not

a sentimental pretence but an idea; and an unselfish!'®? belief in the idea—something
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you can set up, and bow down'?? before, and offer a sacrifice!**to....”

HERE:

177. Mind: X BRHEEENT AGERL, J4fl “Attention, please.”
178. elbow: Tfi, JW 5B

179. Buddha: ke, K.

180. preach: Ajjild, Wii%,

181. suspect: JH; A

182. conqueror: fiFfR¥E -

183. brute force: SREEMIE 1 F 7.

184. boast: WIE; SHE.

185. robbery: ¥,

186. violence: #711, BIT.
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189. take it away: ZEiE; .

190. complexion: Jkta, MH%¥.

191. redeem: FhEL, JEHE.

192. unselfish: JCAAM.

193. bow down: VRIRHHIS, FRINASHL.
194. offer a sacrifice: k25

He broke off. Flames glided in the river, small green flames, red flames, white flames,
pursuing, overtaking, joining, crossing each other—then separating slowly or hastily.
The traffic of the great city went on in the deepening night upon the sleepless river.
We looked on, waiting patiently—there was nothing else to do till the end of the flood;
but it was only after a long silence, when he said, in a hesitating!®> voice, “I suppose
you fellows remember I did once turn fresh-water sailor for a bit!%,” that we knew we
were fated'”’, before the ebb began to run, to hear about one of Marlow's inconclusive
experiences.
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195. hesitating: MM, IREEMH.

196. forabit: 1 “forawhile” —Ft, FRATE “AHKK—BA A7,
197. fated: finHRVEEN .

“I don't want to bother you much with what happened to me personally,” he began,
showing in this remark the weakness of many tellers of tales who seem so often
unaware of what their audience would like best to hear; “yet to understand the effect
of it on me you ought to know how I got out there, what I saw, how I went up that

river to the place where I first met the poor chap. It was the farthest point of
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navigation'”® and the culminating point of my experience. It seemed somehow to

throw a kind of light on everything about me—and into my thoughts. It was

199 0

sombre!'*enough, too—and pitiful?®®>—not extraordinary in any way—not very clear

either. No, not very clear. And yet it seemed to throw a kind of light.
TERE:

198. navigation: ifT.
199. sombre: BHACH), BRI,



200. pitiful: A2 E), A ANFEITGH.

“I had then, as you remember, just returned to London after a lot of Indian Ocean,

Pacific, China Seas—a regular dose of?°! the East—six years or so, and I was loafing
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about??, hindering?® you fellows in your work and invading?®* your homes, just as

though I had got a heavenly mission to civilize you. It was very fine for a time, but
after a bit I did get tired of resting. Then I began to look for a ship—I should think the
hardest work on earth. But the ships wouldn't even look at me. And I got tired of that
game, too.

TERE:

201. aregular dose of: WMIFAIER; &%, AN AT,

202. loaf about: ¥ M HARIHIRZE, JiFd.

203. hinder: #ifi5.
204. invade: A%, 1RE&. XHEIFHZAE H K,

“Now when I was a little chap I had a passion®® for maps. I would look for hours at

South America, or Africa, or Australia, and lose myself in*® all the glories of

exploration. At that time there were many blank?®’ spaces on the earth, and when I
saw one that looked particularly inviting?®® on a map (but they all look that) I would
put my finger on it and say, 'When I grow up I will go there.' The North Pole?” was
one of these places, I remember. Well, I haven't been there yet, and shall not try now.
The glamour's off. Other places were scattered*!? about the hemispheres. I have been
in some of them, and... well, we won't talk about that. But there was one yet—the
biggest, the most blank, so to speak?'!'—that I had a hankering after.

VERE:

205. passion: WiE, AN,
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207. blank: [,
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“True, by this time it was not a blank space any more. It had got filled since my

boyhood with rivers and lakes and names. It had ceased to be?'"?

a blank space of
delightful mystery—a white patch for a boy to dream gloriously over. It had become a
place of darkness. But there was in it one river especially, a mighty?!® big river, that
you could see on the map, resembling an immense snake uncoiled, with its head in the
sea, its body at rest curving afar over a vast country, and its tail lost in the depths of
the land. And as I looked at the map of it in a shop-window, it fascinated me as a
snake would a bird—a silly little bird. Then I remembered there was a big concern, a
Company for trade on that river. Dash it all! I thought to myself, they can't trade
without using some kind of craft on that lot of fresh water—steamboats! Why
shouldn't I try to get charge of one? I went on along Fleet Street, but could not shake
off the idea®!*. The snake had charmed?!® me.

R

212. ceased tobe: FN AL T

213. mighty: E K, 58K,

214. shake off the idea: FTWHIXA &k,
215. charm: LRSI Wal, B,

“You understand it was a Continental concern, that Trading society®'®; but I have a lot

of relations living on the Continent, because it's cheap and not so nasty?!” as it looks,
they say.
R

216. Trading society: 2 S p4s.

217. nasty: VSRR, A AR,

“I am sorry to own I began to worry them. This was already a fresh departure for me.
I was not used to get things that way, you know. I always went my own road and on
my own legs where I had a mind to go. I wouldn't have believed it of myself; but,
then—you see—I felt somehow I must get there by hook or by crook. So I worried

them. The men said 'My dear fellow," and did nothing. Then—would you believe



it?—I tried the women. I, Charlie Marlow, set the women to work—to get a job.

Heavens! Well, you see, the notion drove me. I had an aunt, a dear enthusiastic soul.

1218

She wrote: 't will be delightful“'®. I am ready to do anything, anything for you. It is a

219

glorious?!” idea. I know the wife of a very high personage®? in the Administration,

221

and also a man who has lots of influence with,' etc. She was determined to**' make no

end of fuss to get me appointed skipper of a river steamboat, if such was my fancy??.

VERE:

218. delightful: & AP,

219. glorious: JGIRM], (HAAFRIER, W 7H.
220. personage: M EEZ A,
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“I got my appointment—of course; and I got it very quick. It appears the Company
had received news that one of their captains had been killed in a scuffle??* with the

natives??*. This was my chance, and it made me the more anxious to go. It was only
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months and months** afterwards, when I made the attempt to recover what was left of

the body, that I heard the original quarrel arose from?*¢ a misunderstanding about
some hens. Yes, two black hens. Fresleven—that was the fellow's name, a
Dane??’—thought himself wronged?*® somehow in the bargain, so he went ashore and

started to hammer?? the chief of the village?** with a stick. Oh, it didn't surprise me in

the least to hear this, and at the same time to be told that Fresleven was the gentlest,
quietest creature that ever walked on two legs. No doubt he was; but he had been a
couple of years already out there engaged in the noble cause, you know, and he
probably felt the need at last of asserting his self-respect in some way. Therefore he
whacked?*! the old nigger mercilessly?3?, while a big crowd of his people watched him,
thunderstruck?®, till some man—I was told the chief's son—in desperation?}* at
hearing the old chap yell>>, made a tentative jab with a spear?*® at the white
man—and of course it went quite easy between the shoulder-blades. Then the whole
population cleared into the forest, expecting all kinds of calamities to happen, while,

on the other hand, the steamer Fresleven commanded left also in a bad panic, in



charge of the engineer, I believe. Afterwards nobody seemed to trouble much about
Fresleven's remains??’, till I got out®*® and stepped into his shoes. I couldn't let it rest,
though; but when an opportunity offered at last to meet my predecessor?*, the grass
growing through his ribs was tall enough to hide his bones. They were all there. The

supernatural being had not been touched after he fell. And the village was deserted,
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the huts gaped black, rotting?*°, all askew?*! within the fallen enclosures**?. A calamity

had come to it, sure enough. The people had vanished**’. Mad terror had scattered’*
them, men, women, and children, through the bush, and they had never returned.
What became of the hens I don't know either. I should think the cause of progress got
them, anyhow. However, through this glorious affair I got my appointment, before I

had fairly begun to hope for it.
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223. scuffle: #H4T; =}

224. native: XEfRMHh 3,

225. months and months: X FUZIEAR] A 28K, Z2F KA.
226. arise from: F----- g, AR T .

227. Dane: F}# A
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229. hammer: X BN, BN AR EEHET 7,
230. the chief of the village: .

231. whack: FEFEMIT.

232. mercilessly: A HETIEHE .

233. thunderstruck: WIETE R, TR TH.

234. desperation: i, $fay, IE—#.

235. yell: KEmEM,

236. spear: K7, frkd.

237. remains: 8%, VRN H B E0R .
238. getout: —MRECN “EIF, M7, XHENIZER CHE, 157
239. predecessor: HifF.

240. rot: JEWL, 5k,

241. askew: TEERVRI, REREAEAM.

242. enclosure: [},

243. vanish: KA. XEZEIA AL T .
244. scatter: PUHLFFIk.
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“I flew around like mad to get ready, and before forty-eight hours I was crossing the



Channel to show myself to my employers, and sign the contract. In a very few hours I
arrived in a city that always makes me think of a whited sepulchre. Prejudice no doubt.
I had no difficulty in finding the Company's offices. It was the biggest thing in the
town, and everybody I met was full of it. They were going to run an over-sea empire,

and make no end of coin by trade.

245

“A narrow and deserted street in deep shadow, high houses, innumerable**> windows

246 247

with venetian blinds®*%, a dead silence?¥’, grass sprouting®*® between the stones,

9

imposing carriage archways®® right and left, immense*° double doors standing

251

ponderously?! ajar?*. I slipped through one of these cracks, went up a swept and

ungarnished staircase, as arid as a desert??, and opened the first door I came to. Two

women, one fat and the other slim?>4, sat on straw-bottomed?>> chairs, knitting black

wool. The slim one got up and walked straight at me>®—still knitting with

downcast®’ eyes—and only just as I began to think of getting out of her way?>, as

you would for a somnambulist®®, stood still>*°, and looked up. Her dress was as plain

as an umbrella-cover, and she turned round without a word and preceded me into a

waiting-room. I gave my name, and looked about. Deal table in the middle, plain
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chairs all round the walls, on one end a large shining*®' map, marked with all the

colours of a rainbow. There was a vast amount of red**>—good to see at any time,

because one knows that some real work is done in there, a deuce of a lot of blue, a
little green, smears of orange, and, on the East Coast, a purple patch?%*, to show where
the jolly pioneers of progress drink the jolly lager-beer. However, I wasn't going into
any of these. I was going into the yellow. Dead in the centre. And the river was
there—fascinating—deadly—Ilike a snake. Ough! A door opened, a white-haired?¢*
secretarial®®® head, but wearing a compassionate expression, appeared, and a skinny
forefinger beckoned me into the sanctuary. Its light was dim?%, and a heavy
writing-desk?%” squatted in the middle. From behind that structure came out an
impression of pale plumpness in a frock-coat. The great man himself. He was five feet

six, I should judge, and had his grip on the handle-end of ever so many millions. He



shook hands, I fancy, murmured vaguely, was satisfied with my French. Bon Voyage.

R

245,
246.
247.
248.
249.
250.
251.
252.
253.
254,
255.
256.
257.
258.
259.
260.

¢

innumerable: TG HAIEM .

venetian blinds: BB A M & 1S E M E

adead silence: FE—HFEIIRIE: DO

sprout: R4 ARk,

imposing carriage archways: imposing =4 “JAWH 7, carriage archway &8 “ ZEHE] 7,

immense: K1,

ponderously: R HL; PUHE M,

ajar: (') PIFEM.

as arid as a desert: HFFILEE—FEEIEIN . desert BN “VPEL”, arid BON “TRM, B,
slim: FERI; £F980.
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“In about forty-five seconds I found myself again in the waiting-room with the

compassionate secretary?®®, who, full of desolation®® and sympathy, made me sign

some document. I believe I undertook?’® amongst other things not to disclose

271 any

trade secrets. Well, I am not going to.

R
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secretary: 5.

. desolation: FEL; =A%
undertook: ZKifi; ZNi,
. disclose: AJF; k.



“I began to feel slightly uneasy. You know I am not used to such ceremonies, and
there was something ominous®’ in the atmosphere. It was just as though I had been
let into some conspiracy?’>—I don't know—something not quite right; and I was glad
to get out. In the outer room the two women knitted black wool feverishly?’*. People
were arriving, and the younger one was walking back and forth introducing them. The

275

old one sat on her chair. Her flat cloth slippers®” were propped up on a foot-warmer?’S,

and a cat reposed®’” on her lap?’®. She wore a starched white affair’’® on her head, had

a wart®® on one cheek, and silver-rimmed spectacles?®! hung on the tip of her nose.

She glanced at me above the glasses. The swift and indifferent placidity of that look
troubled me. Two youths with foolish and cheery countenances were being piloted
over, and she threw at them the same quick glance of unconcerned wisdom. She
seemed to know all about them and about me, too. An eerie?®? feeling came over?®* me.
She seemed uncanny?®* and fateful®®. Often far away there I thought of these two,
guarding the door of Darkness, knitting black wool as for a warm pall, one
introducing, introducing continuously to the unknown, the other scrutinizing?®¢ the
cheery and foolish faces with unconcerned old eyes. Ave!Old knitter of black wool.
Morituri te salutant. Not many of those she looked at ever saw her again—not half, by

a long way.
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285. fateful: #KMH; Taai.
286. scrutinize: f14ld &, ff41F. XHEFEN “TE”,

“There was yet a visit to the doctor. 'A simple formality?®’,' assured me the secretary,
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with an air of taking an immense part in all my sorrows. Accordingly**® a young chap

wearing his hat over the left eyebrow, some clerk I suppose—there must have been
clerks in the business, though the house was as still as a house in a city of the

dead—came from somewhere up-stairs, and led me forth. He was shabby?® and

290

careless, with ink stains 291

on the sleeves®! of his jacket, and his cravat®*? was large

and billowy, under a chin shaped like the toe of an old boot. It was a little too early for
the doctor, so I proposed a drink, and thereupon he developed a vein of joviality. As
we sat over our vermouths®®* he glorified** the Company's business, and by and by I
expressed casually my surprise at him not going out there. He became very cool and

collected all at once. 'l am not such a fool as I look, quoth Plato to his disciples,' he

said sententiously?®, emptied his glass with great resolution, and we rose.
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“The old doctor felt my pulse®®, evidently thinking of something else the while.
'Good, good for there,' he mumbled?®”’, and then with a certain eagerness asked me

whether 1 would let him measure my head. Rather surprised, I said Yes, when he
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produced a thing like calipers*® and got the dimensions back and front and every way,

taking notes carefully. He was an unshaven little man in a threadbare® coat like a

300

gaberdine’*’, with his feet in slippers, and I thought him a harmless fool. 'T always ask



leave, in the interests of science®!, to measure the crania3? of those going out there,'

he said. 'And when they come back, too?' I asked. 'Oh, I never see them,' he remarked;
'and, moreover, the changes take place inside, you know." He smiled, as if at some
quiet joke*?. 'So you are going out there. Famous. Interesting, too." He gave me a

searching glance’®, and made another note. 'Ever any madness in your family?' he

asked, in a matter-of-fact tone’?. I felt very annoyed. 'Is that question in the interests

of science, too?' 'It would be,' he said, without taking notice of my irritation,
'interesting for science to watch the mental changes of individuals, on the spot’®,
but...' 'Are you an alienist’*’?' I interrupted. 'Every doctor should be—a little,

answered that original®*®, imperturbably*®. 'T have a little theory which you messieurs

who go out there must help me to prove. This is my share in the advantages my
country shall reap from the possession of such a magnificent dependency. The mere
wealth I leave to others. Pardon my questions, but you are the first Englishman
coming under my observation...'  hastened to assure him I was not in the least typical.
'If I were,' said I, 'T wouldn't be talking like this with you.' "What you say is rather
profound, and probably erroneous,' he said, with a laugh. 'Avoid irritation more than
exposure to the sun. Adieu. How do you English say, eh? Good-bye. Ah!
Good-bye.Adieu. In the tropics one must before everything keep calm.'... He lifted a

warning forefinger®'°.... 'Du calme, du calme.'
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309. imperturbably: “FE#; ZRIRHL; PiEHL.
310. lifted a warning forefinger: =& “ZSR AT RN G,

“One thing more remained to do—say good-bye to my excellent aunt. I found her
triumphant®!!. T had a cup of tea—the last decent cup of tea for many days—and in a
room that most soothingly looked just as you would expect a lady's drawing-room to
look, we had a long quiet chat by the fireside. In the course of these confidences it

became quite plain to me I had been represented to*'? the wife of the high dignitary,

and goodness knows to how many more people besides, as an exceptional and gifted
creature—a piece of good fortune for the Company—a man you don't get hold of
every day. Good heavens! and I was going to take charge of a two-penny-half-penny
river-steamboat with a penny whistle attached! It appeared, however, I was also one

of the Workers, with a capital—you know. Something like an emissary of light’!?,

something like a lower sort of apostle!*. There had been a lot of such rot let loose in

print and talk just about that time, and the excellent woman, living right in the rush of
all that humbug, got carried off her feet. She talked about 'weaning those ignorant
millions from their horrid ways,' till, upon my word, she made me quite
uncomfortable. I ventured to hint that the Company was run for profit.

TERE:
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“‘You forget, dear Charlie, that the labourer is worthy of his hire,' she said, brightly3'>.
It's queer how out of touch with truth women are. They live in a world of their own,
and there has never been anything like it, and never can be. It is too beautiful
altogether, and if they were to set it up it would go to pieces before the first sunset.
Some confounded fact we men have been living contentedly with ever since the day

of creation would start up®'® and knock the whole thing over.
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“After this I got embraced, told to wear flannel3!’, be sure to write often, and so
on—and I left. In the street—I don't know why—a queer®'® feeling came to me*'? that
I was an imposter. Odd thing that I, who used to clear out for any part of the world at
twenty-four hours' notice, with less thought than most men give to the crossing of a

street, had a moment—I won't say of hesitation3?’, but of startled pause®?!, before this
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commonplace’** affair. The best way I can explain it to you is by saying that, for a

second or two, I felt as though, instead of going to the centre of a continent, I were

about to set off for the centre of the earth.
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“I left in a French steamer, and she called in every blamed port they have out there,
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for, as far as I could see, the sole purpose’*’ of landing*** soldiers and custom-house

officers®?. I watched the coast. Watching a coast as it slips by the ship is like thinking
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about an enigma3?. There it is before you—smiling, frowning**’, inviting328, grand*?°,
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mean*3, insipid®}!, or savage®*?, and always mute with an air of whispering, 'Come
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and find out.' This one was almost featureless®*, as if still in the making***, with an

aspect of monotonous grimness. The edge of a colossal jungle*®, so dark-green as to

be almost black, fringed with white surf>*, ran straight, like a ruled line, far, far away
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along a blue sea whose glitter*’” was blurred®*® by a creeping mist**®. The sun was
fierce**, the land seemed to glisten**! and drip*** with steam. Here and there

greyish-whitish®* specks*** showed up clustered* inside the white surf, with a flag




flying above them perhaps. Settlements**® some centuries old, and still no bigger than

pinheads3*’

on the untouched expanse®*® of their background. We pounded along,

stopped, landed soldiers; went on, landed custom-house clerks*® to levy toll*° in

what looked like a God-forsaken wilderness, with a tin shed and a flag-pole lost in it;
landed more soldiers—to take care of the custom-house clerks, presumably®3!. Some,
I heard, got drowned in the surf, but whether they did or not, nobody seemed
particularly to care. They were just flung®? out there, and on we went*33. Every day
the coast looked the same, as though we had not moved; but we passed various**
places—trading places—with names like Gran' Bassam, Little Popo; names that
seemed to belong to some sordid farce®> acted in front of a sinister back-cloth. The
idleness*® of a passenger, my isolation*” amongst all these men with whom I had no

360 of the coast,

point of contact, the 0ily*® and languid®* sea, the uniform sombreness
seemed to keep me away from the truth of things, within the toil of a mournful and
senseless delusion. The voice of the surf heard now and then was a positive pleasure,
like the speech of a brother. It was something natural, that had its reason, that had a
meaning. Now and then a boat from the shore gave one a momentary contact with
reality. It was paddled®®' by black fellows. You could see from afar the white of their
eyeballs glistening. They shouted, sang; their bodies streamed with perspiration®¢?;
they had faces like grotesque masks—these chaps; but they had bone, muscle, a wild
vitality*®®, an intense energy of movement, that was as natural and true as the surf
along their coast. They wanted no excuse for being there. They were a great comfort
to look at. For a time I would feel I belonged still to a world of straightforward facts;

but the feeling would not last long. Something would turn up to scare it away. Once, I

remember, we came upon a man-of-war anchored off the coast***. There wasn't even a

shed there, and she was shelling the bush3®. It appears the French had one of their

wars going on thereabouts®*®. Her ensign dropped limp like a rag; the muzzles of the
long six-inch guns stuck out all over the low hull; the greasy, slimy swell swung her
up lazily and let her down, swaying®%” her thin masts. In the empty immensity of earth,
sky, and water, there she was, incomprehensible, firing into a continent. Pop, would

go one of the six-inch guns; a small flame would dart and vanish, a little white smoke



would disappear, a tiny projectile’®®

would give a feeble screech—and nothing
happened. Nothing could happen. There was a touch of insanity in the proceeding, a
sense of lugubrious drollery in the sight; and it was not dissipated by somebody on
board assuring me earnestly there was a camp of natives—he called them

enemies!—hidden out of sight somewhere3°.

R

323. the sole purpose: ME— 1 H .

324. land: XHURFNE, Bl AE-edk B ke BR

325. custom-house officers: #I<F .

326. enigma: if; AR 2.

327. frowning: 46 JEkIM.

328. inviting: i HIBE FIE A

329. grand: ZHif.

330. mean: /NEFAIM.

331. insipid: FIRTCHKRH

332. savage: TFPEXEYIN,

333. featureless: WA FFEN.

334. inthe making: 3EHIMET, MAE L.

335. a colossal jungle: B KM,

336. fringed with white surf: 4% A OHIIRLE .

337. glitter: X HLIRUG A L INREIIH L.

338. blur: A fEHEH.

339. acreeping mist: 121E L KAHE .

340. fierce: X EIRFHIGHIZRZL.

341. glisten: [At.

342. drip: 7K.

343. greyish-whitish: X /& grey Fll white P/ Fia] [ B ARfA, 500 “PiRAEIK, HEANEE " “ AR
WURAHIIL” X FE R

344. speck: BLs, /NTRL,

345. show up clustered: il 4]z H B o

346. settlements: JH € & o

347. pinhead: %F4%, FAEIERIRIG.

348. the untouched expanse: untouch A “BA NN, REIFRM”, expanse BN Z 2, BN “Ib
TN~ 252 557

349. custom-house clerks: #1_I- 3 custom-house officers & EAH[F, #&fs “WHRE 0, WX TIEANR,
WBLE 7.

350. levy toll: fiEfi.

351. presumably: Fli, BN “HKME, WTRE, 7,

352. flung: XA fling B E A, B “AAIE FAE T 7,

353. onwe went: X% we went on [FIfEIHIE A, FRIEIRAT Sk A B4k S [ 7T 7.
354. various: FFIEFER], TR,



355. sordid farce: “AAGLHITEFER]”.

356. idleness: TGN AL, X EEEE “LrFE".

357. isolation: F@E; AL,

358. oily: BT . X HR TR A MK AL — PR AR R, B bR R R 1.

359. languid: BN, ORI KM,

360. sombreness: MgME, EUl.

361. paddle: FZEIfL.

362. perspiration: K.

363. vitality: 4:#HL, 517,

364. a man-of-war anchored off the coast: man-of-war BN “ZfIL”, off j&fs “fEimify, FOG MR I T
REEEIN 7. XA R AN R AL,

365. shell the bush: [FIMFKIFML. shell 7EIX HLAEBN], A “HE”.

366. thereabouts: =N “fEASFHIT 7,

367. sway: FE4%, %3,

368. projectile: MEHf; Wi IR,

369. hidden out of sight somewhere: J7E T 4B AT .

“We gave her her letters (I heard the men in that lonely ship were dying of fever at the

rate of three a day*’°) and went on. We called at*”' some more places with farcical®’?

names, where the merry dance of death and trade goes on in a still and earthy
atmosphere as of an overheated catacomb; all along the formless coast bordered by

dangerous surf, as if Nature herself had tried to ward off intruders®”*; in and out of

rivers, streams of death in life, whose banks were rotting into mud®’4, whose waters,

thickened into slime*”®, invaded the contorted mangroves, that seemed to writhe at us

in the extremity of an impotent despair. Nowhere did we stop long enough to get a

particularized impression’’®, but the general sense of vague and oppressive wonder>”’

grew upon me?’8, It was like a weary pilgrimage amongst hints for nightmares.

R

370. atthe rate of three a day: PABER (BETZ) =4S ANAITGESE.

371. called at: #535&; (MR FERAH 515 B — Bt [a].

372. farcical: WEFEH): FRIGIET: I AKER.

373. ward off intruders: EME “HENEEFHEILESN .

374. rotting into mud: (JAl/F) JEREE 1578

375. thickened into slime: CANFRIIEUFIIA) ERRBIR M, B 5 BRI IR K —F .
376. get a particularized impression: B F4FHEANATEI % o

377. vague and oppressive wonder: A “RURI T S A I AN 22 BRIESE 7

378. grew upon me: E AN “EHOHHEEK .



“It was upward of thirty days before I saw the mouth of the big river. We anchored off

the seat of the government*”®. But my work would not begin till some two hundred

miles farther on. So as soon as I could I made a start for a place thirty miles higher up.

HERE:
379. off the seat of the government: {EA R & EENIMTEHLTPIL . off 48 A& TERR I — BURE B ANz b

“I had my passage on a little sea-going steamer’®’. Her captain was a Swede, and

knowing me for a seaman, invited me on the bridge®!. He was a young man, lean3®?,

fair’®?, and morose®®*, with lanky**® hair and a shuffling gait’®. As we left the

miserable little wharf, he tossed his head contemptuously at the shore. 'Been living
there?' he asked. I said, 'Yes.' 'Fine lot these government chaps—are they not?' he

went on, speaking English with great precision®®’ and considerable bitterness®3®. "It is

funny what some people will do for a few francs a month. I wonder what becomes of
that kind when it goes upcountry?' I said to him I expected to see that soon. 'So-o-o!'
he exclaimed®’. He shuffled athwart, keeping one eye ahead vigilantly**°. 'Don't be

too sure,' he continued. 'The other day I took up a man who hanged himself*! on the

road. He was a Swede, too.' 'Hanged himself! Why, in God's name3**?' I cried. He kept

on looking out?*? watchfully***. 'Who knows? The sun too much for him, or the

country perhaps.'

VERE:

380. had my...sea-going steamer: passage {EX FLIR (1) “fif; MifT”. sea-going steamer BH/E “FFAEKR
577 TR PRI 7

381. bridge: fllffF; ZHe.

382. lean: (HT¥) K M.

383. fair: XL A, KHEEN “OKE) AER.
384. morose: AR AIRER.

385. lanky: J&&1): NKNEM: Gk HEM.
386. ashuffling gait: &N “Huhi g BRI,
387. precision: EHfi; iAo

388. considerable bitterness: #H2422%.

389. exclaim: WFU; f5iid; KA.

390. vigilantly: Z5Hh; g, O



391. hanged himself: H L.

392. in God's name: MERIES, Fon “FizE GENtA)”.

393. looking out: VE&; [MIAMGE

394. watchfully: A1_ET vigilantly /2[R SCE I, #FR SR 2451 = .,

“At last we opened a reach3?. A rocky cliff**® appeared, mounds of turned-up earth*’

by the shore, houses on a hill, others with iron roofs*® amongst a waste of

excavations’”, or hanging to the declivity. A continuous noise of the rapids above*®

hovered over this scene of inhabited devastation. A lot of people, mostly black and

naked*’! moved about*® like ants. A jetty*® projected into the river*®*. A blinding

sunlight drowned all this at times in a sudden recrudescence of glare. 'There's your

Company's station,’ said the Swede, pointing to*% three wooden barrack-like

406

structures*®® on the rocky slope*’’. 'I will send your things up. Four boxes did you say?

So. Farewel]4%8.'

R

395. opened areach: &N “HIF T — KR, BRI BN T — B IR KE 7,
396. rocky cliff: =471l .

397. mounds of turned-up earth: & H K78 - HE AR /N L .

398. iron roofs: k7 /2 Tl

399. a waste of excavations: 1218 T AT,

400. A continuous noise of the rapids above: AL FREIAR & H R 457 2 AN T 1) 775 )
401. naked: HRAAM].

402. moved about: K [FI5F .

403. jetty: fhk; Hebfr; PBOE.

404. projected into the river: ik B,  SEfH 23] B,

405. pointing to: (FHF) 8%

406. barrack-like structures: &% 75 AR & H o

407. the rocky slope: &4 113,

408. Farewell: 5. X2 LEEA M A

“I came upon a boiler*” wallowing in the grass, then found a path leading up the

hill*!°. Tt turned aside for the boulders, and also for an undersized railway-truck lying

there on its back with its wheels in the air*!!. One was off. The thing looked as dead as

the carcass of some animal. I came upon*!> more pieces of decaying machinery*'*> a

stack of rusty rails*'4. To the left a clump of trees made a shady spot*!’, where dark




things seemed to stir feebly. I blinked, the path was steep. A horn tooted*'® to the

right*!”, and I saw the black people run. A heavy and dull detonation*'® shook the

ground*"’, a puff of smoke*® came out of the cliff**!, and that was all. No change

appeared on the face of the rock. They were building a railway. The cliff was not in

the way or anything; but this objectless blasting was all the work going on.

R

409. boiler: 4",

410. leading up the hill: &ALl F.

411. lying there...in the air: PSH7EALE, 4T 8 K. wheel BN “447,
412. came upon: THIRE W.: #HF|,

413. decaying machinery: E45 7. IR T HIHLES

414. astack of rusty rails: —HEEEEAIEHL .

415. a clump of trees made a shady spot: — F Bt AFRE R — Bk i .

416. toot: X —MUFEZNIT, B CREEEE T, XESMIE .
417. to the right: WA (f£3k),

418. A heavy and dull detonation: — T I EENER .

419. shook the ground: Ezh 7 Kith,

420. a puff of smoke: — &t .

421. came out of the cliff: Ml FTHiE.

“A slight clinking behind me made me turn my head*??. Six black men advanced in a

file*?3, toiling up the path***. They walked erect*>> and slow, balancing small baskets

full of earth on their heads**®, and the clink kept time with their footsteps*?’. Black

428

rags*?® were wound*?® round their loins*’, and the short ends behind*! waggled to

and fro like tails**. I could see every rib*3, the joints of their limbs** were like knots

in a rope*®; each had an iron collar**® on his neck, and all were connected together

with a chain whose bights swung between them*’, rhythmically**® clinking. Another

report*® from the cliff made me think suddenly of** that ship of war I had seen firing

into a continent. It was the same kind of ominous voice; but these men could by no
stretch of imagination be called enemies. They were called criminals**!, and the
outraged law, like the bursting shells, had come to them, an insoluble mystery from
the sea. All their meagre breasts panted together, the violently dilated nostrils

quivered, the eyes stared stonily uphill. They passed me within six inches, without a



glance, with that complete, deathlike indifference of unhappy savages. Behind this

raw matter one of the reclaimed, the product of the new forces at work, strolled

442

despondently, carrying a rifle by its middle***. He had a uniform jacket with one

button off, and seeing a white man on the path, hoisted his weapon to his shoulder
with alacrity. This was simple_prudence**, white men being so much alike at a
distance that he could not tell who I might be. He was speedily reassured, and with a
large, white, rascally grin, and a glance at his charge, seemed to take me into
partnership in his exalted trust. After all, I also was a part of the great cause of these

high and just proceedings.

R

422. made me turn my head: FMGEEE k.

423. advanced in afile: file &2 “FUBMTRE”, X B R UBNANEE Mg ST HT, Al TUES.

424. toiling up the path: 17 77y E /NS Fili. toil BN “IRMEMZZ IS HFL S, 7,

425. walked erect: erect BN “E LM, BGEE7, XEZUEAMB LTS, W CEESTE.
LTS AR E LS B, R B T2 E . X A)AT LRy “They walked in an erect and slow way.”
426. balancing small baskets full of earth on their heads: Sk _F T2 24558 1 [N EE - balance fEX BLAG —Fh“ /)
O B B AE R4 R

427. the clink kept time with their footsteps: iX HLj&iji, ©BE & H WU A R0 BN 57 TATRIIEE 5 & 3590,
TREF—8, gt “fk— Pt —FREuUmE S 7,

428. rags: WA PAT. XULHIR NS LE EFR 40,

429. wound: IXPLJE wind fUId LA iEa, BN “SE7. wind (EAEE R, (ESNERIE “4E5e7.
430. loin: [,

431. the short ends behind: (& NZUTE A FIREAT) A RHF I —#EE )G

432. waggled to and fro like tails: #1142 EE—FE R 25 . waggle BN “£3)7, toand fro BN “REIHL”,
433. rib: JIif.

434. the joints of their limbs: DU [I9CHT . limb RN “VURE; IS MERIBE 7,

435, knotsinarope: #4iT FFTHI4E. knot BN “H4i4”,

436. aniron collar: kI . collar BN “A<H; 4ME; T ",

437. achain whose bights swung between them: % /E A1 (8] K% 25 o bight BN “ (4 TIFRT) Hla]
MIRATETR 737 AR T B B %, SR EISE % .

438. rhythmically: B TiZHh.

439. report: FIULMIEEZE ‘U457, EIXHEE IRIES” MR,

440. made me think suddenly of: 7. %I {#i JREEAE 3,

441. criminal: JEJC.

442. carrying arifle by its middle: MHAIFEE KRG HM, HELE—FREHE KA HEE.

443, prudence: #1H.

“Instead of going up, I turned and descended*** to the left. My idea was to let that



chain-gang get out of sight before I climbed the hill. You know I am not particularly

tender*; I've had to strike**® and to fend off**’. I've had to resist and to attack

sometimes—that's only one way of resisting**—without counting the exact cost**,

according to the demands of such sort of life as I had blundered into. I've seen the

devil of violence*", and the devil of greed*!, and the devil of hot desire*>?; but, by all

the stars*3! these were strong, lusty, red-eyed devils, that swayed and drove
men—mmen, I tell you. But as I stood on this hillside, I foresaw*** that in the blinding
sunshine*> of that land I would become acquainted with a flabby, pretending,
weak-eyed devil of a rapacious and pitiless folly. How insidious**¢ he could be, too, I
was only to find out several months later and a thousand miles farther. For a moment I
stood appalled*’, as though by a warning. Finally I descended the hill, obliquely*,

towards the trees I had seen.

VERE:

444, descended: T[E. XHEIE T, Tl

445, tender: WRFM; 5500 AHE—EHR.

446. strike: 1T3}; Kiidi.

447. fend off: H s #GE4: 41 (FND $A7E— & IITEHE LAk

448. I've had to resist and to attack sometimes—that's only one way of resisting: X fJ1EFIR =X, HELT S
LF AR ST -

449. without counting the exact cost: AiH{CHr; AR 4H.

450. the devil of violence: & JJIER . X H Y devil j&—Fh= ik 1L, JLSLZIRE “RERlRE R IIMN7,
451. the devil of greed: [F]_L, FRIMZ “RERl 2B N7,

452. the devil of hot desire: [A] I, J8IZ “HsmZUMIARE P SCICI N7

453. by all the stars: ZEMUE “XEAREERE (DFEZLERE)”, “ERIFIE”, Ra—MomiinH
e

454. foresaw: JRJE & foresee, BN “TEH]”,

455. in the blinding sunshine: 7E4 A\ HHEZIFBHIGH o

456. insidious: TERIY: BARATIY

457. stood appalled: 73 { s 7E A8 B .

458. obliquely: R®F CFUD, WHREEIRERIVER, B 2IERE. ZEmEE.

460 461

“I avoided*” a vast artificial hole*® somebody had been digging?! on the slope, the

purpose of which I found it impossible to divine?. It wasn't a quarry*®? or a sandpit*®3,

anyhow. It was just a hole. It might have been connected with the philanthropic desire



464

of giving the criminals something to do. I don't know. Then I nearly fell into*** a very

465

narrow ravine*®, almost no more than a scar*® in the hillside. I discovered that a lot

of imported drainage-pipes for the settlement**’ had been tumbled in there*®s. There

wasn't one that was not broken. It was a wanton smash-up*®. At last I got under the

trees. My purpose was to stroll into the shade for a moment; but no sooner within than
it seemed to me I had stepped into the gloomy circle of some Inferno. The rapids were

near, and an uninterrupted, uniform, headlong, rushing noise*’? filled the mournful

stillness of the grove, where not a breath stirred, not a leaf moved, with a mysterious
sound—as though the tearing pace of the launched earth had suddenly become
audible.

VERE:

459. avoided: %Eid

460. a vast artificial hole: artificial &4 “ N LI, NI&ER”, X AR UHX N ST A N OS2 k1.

461. dig: 7.

462. quarry: KA1,

463. sandpit: KV,

464. nearly fellinto: 250 ) LFRPE D,

465. ravine: JAEX; ﬁ’i%[ﬁﬁ"

466. no more than a scar: IR RA T 2

467. imported drainage-pipes for the settlement: U\(iﬁl‘l\_ﬁu XK, #EsH T e B R mHKE

468. been tumbled in there: tumble 4 “FR”, X HLZ U LEH KB HSAFLTIR] 7 A/ Lig B .
469. a wanton smash-up: wanton =N “ “jEFTJJﬁ/ LU H 7. smash-up BN “—lELHE 7. 2 T
HEKE 58 R L T

470. an uninterrupted, uniform, headlong, rushing noise: 1X— 3% & JiZ 21| B 42 f6 2 AW 10 75 2, FREe AN IbT .
L Z R R SRR

“Black shapes crouched, lay, sat between the trees*’! leaning against the trunks*’?,

clinging to the earth*’3, half coming out, half effaced within the dim light*’#, in all the

attitudes of pain, abandonment, and despair. Another mine*”> on the cliff went off*7,

followed by*’” a slight shudder*’® of the soil under my feet*”®. The work was going on.

The work! And this was the place where some of the helpers had withdrawn to die.

HERE:
471. crouched, lay, sat between the trees: WK%, $kENE, BUZARLERIAE] . crouch &y “IEfk; MR ”.
472. leaning against the trunks: fAFEEH T,



473. clinging to the earth: P\ fEYe+ L.

474. half coming out, half effaced within the dim light: B N“— - E2 RS, — PR BAE B G 162 L7, efface
HAE CHE (RO BRI,

475. mine: X MR TEEBHIES .

476. went off: go off &= N “IEIE”.

477. followed by: A followed by B & “A Z J5'SBE5 & B,

478. aslight shudder: FRUINEIZ). X SN 5 KR,

479. the soil under my feet: M K1,

“They were dying slowly—it was very clear. They were not enemies, they were not

criminals, they were nothing earthly now—nothing but*®® black shadows of disease

and starvation**!, lying confusedly in the greenish gloom. Brought from*? all the

recesses of the coast*®® in all the legality of time contracts*®**, lost in uncongenial

surroundings*®, fed on unfamiliar food, they sickened*®, became inefficient*®’, and
were then allowed to crawl away and rest. These moribund shapes were free as
air—and nearly as thin. I began to distinguish the gleam of the eyes under the trees.

Then, glancing down*®, T saw a face near my hand. The black bones reclined at full

length*® with one shoulder against the tree*, and slowly the eyelids rose**! and the

sunken eyes*? looked up at me, enormous and vacant**?, a kind of blind, white flicker

in the depths of the orbs, which died out slowly. The man seemed young—almost a
boy—but you know with them it's hard to tell. I found nothing else to do but to offer
him one of my good Swede's ship's biscuits I had in my pocket. The fingers closed
slowly on it and held—there was no other movement and no other glance. He had
tied** a bit of white worsted*>> round his neck—Why? Where did he get it? Was it a

496

badge***—an ornament*’’

—a charm*®—a propitiatory act*°? Was there any idea at

all connected with it? It looked startling®® round his black neck, this bit of white

thread>°! from beyond the seas>2.

VERE:

480. nothing but: RN Z; UfUE. & —Fhamiia) .

481. black shadows of disease and starvation: AL B AR 1. K2 uifhfIaE—E, JFE R~ —%K%
PTIRAYUIATE B T I B A K.

482. Brought from: iX B R AN, Ui WX 28 NS WATORNY, B ARk 1) o et “Hieokm) 7
483. all the recesses of the coast: S ANMAT . XU IRE A T “ T/E”, BRI (B



55 AN B AR D .

484. in all the legality of time contracts: = /82 “IHid5E e SERIEER RN ”. o WWAE R E
MEDIARVE, RIS B S8 Sl ik b—4F “ &5 mAbK.

485. lost in uncongenial surroundings: uncongenial Z A “AFHE M7, 1% B2 UL AT TARIX K EA R H
2T,

486. sicken: ;.

487. inefficient: ZCRAKM . léALL"'_'Tﬂ]tFF}:ﬁ')‘E(X’” TARRR T, AT AZEILT -

488. glancing down: [f] N4 7 —H

489. The black bones reclined at full length: recline = A “#Ha % "7, atfull length BN “4Kih. GiREYA
FEMREURTTRPRAS ", X HEE U IR ORI E LS (SRR,

490. with one shoulder against the tree: —iJ /A 5ETEN 1. against TEIX BN “fi%E 7.

491. the eyelids rose: MR (1212) fAikd. lid e FEL, XEERERE.

492. the sunken eyes: [MFAIIRIG . sunken 22 “UU&M; WRGEIH 7,

493. enormous and vacant: CHREE) K EHIFET

494, tied: R Eb; R

495. worsted: XM H T AMGAE N, (HEE RSN, B WBYEEL KBYiEY7.

496. badge: = : Frid; RIE.

497. ornament: ZEMfifh.

498. charm: /MNEMF: 1 EHFT.

499. a propitiatory act: — e (B %P0 WML, propitiatory BN “2edki; BHUFH 7.

500. startling: & AMZlHM): & AIZM): TRAE B 72k ANRHED T .

501. thread: k. Fl LM worsted /2 [F L.

502. from beyond the seas: VVEIEHEIMRI . X EABERZIR “SkE RN 7.

“Near the same tree two more bundles of acute angles sat with their legs drawn up.

One, with his chin propped on his knees, stared at nothing>®, in an intolerable’** and

505

appalling® manner: his brother phantom rested its forehead, as if overcome with a

great weariness; and all about others were scattered®® in every pose of contorted

collapse®”’, as in some picture of a massacre®® or a pestilence®”. While I stood
horror-struck’', one of these creatures’!! rose to his hands and knees, and went off on

all-fours’'? towards the river to drink. He lapped out of his hand’!?, then sat up in the

sunlight, crossing his shins®'* in front of him, and after a time let his woolly®'> head

fall on his breastbone.

R

503. stared at nothing: & HRIE, {HJEHR M TAAREF .
504. intolerable: 4 ANTCiEHZH); b ANTCIEEMM.
505. appalling: AR %A,

506. scatter: 7} HUTE Ak



507. in every pose of contorted collapse: DA#5 3 AL 5 (R 7 L (P2 44

508. massacre: KJE .

509. pestilence: KR,

510. horror-struck: #ERYiT s BB RLAT

511. creatures: FHRIXLEH A,

512. went off on all-fours: UM I FHbRETHE. FRI€4T.

513. lapped out of his hand: HFHHEK, ARG NF LK. lap FRME “W, #L7
514. crossing his shins: PiliZZ X . shin A “BEIE; MR,

515. woolly: FEBMBUK. XIRZTEEIEMASL IR .

“I didn't want any more loitering®'® in the shade, and I made haste towards®'’” the

station. When near the buildings I met a white man, in such an unexpected elegance

of get-up that in the first moment I took him for a sort of vision. I saw a high starched

518 519

collar, white cuffs’'8, a light alpaca jacket, snowy trousers>'®, a clean necktie’?°, and

varnished boots’?'. No hat. Hair parted, brushed, oiled, under a green-lined parasol

held in a big white hand. He was amazing, and had a_penholder®*? behind his ear.

VERE:

516. loiter: [R%; HFfil.

517. made haste towards: AW ().
518. cuff: i,

519. snowy trousers: & FHIHET .

520. necktie: 2.

521. varnished boots: {53251 Mo
522. penholder: 2£24¢; ZEff.

“I shook hands>>® with this miracle, and I learned®* he was the Company's chief

326 was done at this station. He had come

accountant>?®, and that all the book-keeping
out for a moment, he said, 'to get a breath of fresh air. The expression sounded
wonderfully odd, with its suggestion of sedentary desk-life. I wouldn't have

mentioned the fellow to you at all, only it was from his lips that>?’ I first heard the

name of the man who is so indissolubly connected with the memories of that time.

Moreover, I respected the fellow. Yes; I respected his collars, his vast cuffs, his

528

brushed hair. His appearance®?® was certainly that of a hairdresser's dummy>%°; but in

the great demoralization of the land he kept up his appearance>*°. That's backbone>*!.




His starched>3? collars and got-up shirt-fronts>*? were achievements of character®3*. He

had been out nearly three years; and, later, I could not help asking him how he

managed to sport such linen3*. He had just the faintest blush®*, and said modestly,

'T've been teaching one of the native women about the station. It was difficult. She had

a distaste for the work.' Thus this man had verily accomplished something>?’. And he

was devoted to his books, which were in apple-pie order>3®.

VERE:

523. shook hands: &

524. learned: GHEITAZHR) 1541,

525. the Company's chief accountant: 2y &) [ 1 i 211

526. book-keeping: icJiK; {#ic .

527. it was from his lips that: XM 2 itis...that 5®IAA A, FEUE “ IR MR R, AW T ERR
IR DI

528. appearance: 4.

529. a hairdresser's dummy: P& 5 B RR AT Lo

530. kept up his appearance: SR {RFFINR (D,

531. backbone: ‘HS; %71,

532. starched: FPeidft). FHAIFEFF AT DU MIIEREA .

533. got-up shirt-fronts: 554 (AT #E .

534. achievements of character: &URLE “HEE IR FM I W B0 1A% BT EIUAS (1) Bt

535. sport such linen: fS3IIX4— G kAN . sport X HEFH, =A “(5I NFEHMD F, BR7,
536. the faintest blush: & _Fflf—241,

537. verily accomplished something: #fiSZ & BG T — a5t .

538. in apple-pie order: A5 A FWEFAR, HIURIRIF. apple-pie BN “SERIR”, & —FiH
i

“Everything else in the station was in a muddle’**—heads, things, buildings. Strings

of dusty niggers with splay feet arrived and departed; a stream of°* manufactured

goods®*!, rubbishy cottons’¥?, beads’?, and brass-wire’** sent into the depths of

darkness, and in return®* came a precious trickle of ivory.

VERE:

539. inamuddle: —HIil; — FiRHEL.
540. astream of: —IEHF]; YW
541. manufactured goods: T MV ifill it
542. rubbishy cottons: FH %5 ARl i
543. beads: /NERT; BEFEEK.



544. brass-wire: %2,
545. inreturn: {EANEHR.

“I had to wait in the station for ten days—an eternity. I lived in a hut in the yard, but
to be out of the chaos I would sometimes get into the accountant's office. It was built

of horizontal planks®*®, and so badly put together that**’, as he bent over his high

desk>*, he was barred from neck to heels with narrow strips of sunlight. There was no

need to open the big shutter to see. It was hot there, too; big flies’*® buzzed

fiendishly®>°, and did not sting>>!, but stabbed*. I sat generally on the floor, while, of

faultless appearance™? (and even slightly scented), perching on a high stool’>, he

wrote, he wrote®>. Sometimes he stood up for exercise. When a truckle-bed>>® with a

sick man (some invalid agent from upcountry®>’) was put in there, he exhibited a

558

gentle annoyance. 'The groans>>*® of this sick person,' he said, 'distract my attention.

And without that it is extremely>* difficult to guard against clerical errors’® in this

climate.'

VERE:

546. horizontal planks: i 1] A AR 5% o

547. so badly put together that: AWM &P H K1 55 J2= 43 Ta1 B R

548. bent over his high desk: ZHE RIS+ L. mEZE “RETIE.

549. big flies: JERMIGME, SKSTX— 5, WIFR T AEHRZIN AL . S RIARHTT, B — A
SRR, PG mdl f 4 K i, AR FARA0 A K p i, 5, RN sin, AR08 iR B ik,
550. buzzed fiendishly: fiendishly &2 “SRBELLMT: AU FR 7. RSB GOt B g g s, AR
551. sting: 1T,

552. stab: i, B, 4. XHETEE RGN BAAEL CE .

553. of faultless appearance: JCfff Al /M o

554. perching on a high stool: Jii B 7E R SE T Lo perch B2 “WE: ¥/ Fask”, XA AT DME X
— P AT R

555. he wrote, he wrote: 1X B[ H & HAEE] 7 —FroR el b B 3 “Ah e AV e s s 7,
556. truckle-bed: F&A7JHIFEIHEIR

557. upcountry: ;A

558. groan: M5,

559. extremely: FZJEH; B,

560. guard against clerical errors: [576 15'5 H 1 24



“One day he remarked®®!, without lifting his head, 'In the interior’? you will no
doubt’® meet Mr. Kurtz.! On my asking who Mr. Kurtz was, he said he was a
first-class agent; and seeing my disappointment at this information, he added slowly,

laying down his pen, 'He is a very remarkable>®*

person.' Further questions elicited
from him that Mr. Kurtz was at present in charge of a trading-post, a very important
one, in the true ivory-country, at 'the very bottom of there. Sends in as much ivory as
all the others put together..." He began to write again. The sick man was too ill to
groan. The flies buzzed in a great peace.

R

561. remark: WitAL: CiFE—FITFIRMHS) Bk,

562. Inthe interior: TEPIHL; 75 R,

563. nodoubt: ZEILEEN; HES.

564. remarkable: JAEJLI; 1AM

“Suddenly there was a growing murmur of voices®® and a great tramping of feet>%. A

caravan>®’ had come in. A violent babble of uncouth sounds burst out’®® on the other

side of the planks. All the carriers were speaking together’®®, and in the midst of the

uproar’® the lamentable voice of the chief agent was heard 'giving it up' tearfully for
the twentieth time that day.... He rose slowly. 'What a frightful row," he said. He
crossed the room gently to look at the sick man, and returning, said to me, 'He does
not hear.! 'What! Dead?' I asked, startled. 'No, not yet,’ he answered, with great
composure. Then, alluding with a toss of the head to the tumult’’' in the

station-yard®>’?, "When one has got to make correct entries’’?, one comes to hate those

savages’'*—hate them to the death.' He remained thoughtful®” for a moment. "When

you see Mr. Kurtz' he went on, 'tell him from me that everything here'—he glanced at

the deck—' is very satisfactory. I don't like to write to him—with those messengers®7®

of ours you never know who may get hold of your letter’”’—at that Central Station.'

He stared at me for a moment with his mild, bulging eyes. 'Oh, he will go far, very

far,' he began again. 'He will be a somebody>’® in the Administration3” before long>"

581 582 5831

They, above>®'—the Council in Europe’®*, you know—mean him to be




“Eﬁ:

565. a growing murmur of voices: — [ i A MIRERIRAC, AR15Bk i o

566. a great tramping of feet: JTE (I .

567. caravan: KIZEZ4:; FPA; B%ibA.

568. burstout: RINFEK. FTLMEN, FEREBEHG—BEN, #iE TATHE TS FRmEkR.
569. All the carriers were speaking together: — IS [A] T4 FHIE T8 7E 4 A U838

570. in the midst of the uproar: fE— K WA, uproar &y “Why; M%7,
571. tumult: Whi; BEZ).

572. the station-yard: % 23 LB 15 3537,

573. make correct entries: it NHERA K H o

574. those savages: HUEEFIR A . FEIIE 2 AHMHE T,

575. remained thoughtful: i/ T —% L. thoughtful &R “ARIG NI IR
576. messengers: M[2E; IE(SII N WISRLIOTATIE 25 [ 67 2 sl 2 [a) A 1R 22 17t
ABEAF I T7 RIS T AT FF A

577. get hold of your letter: ZFI/RII{5. gethold of FN “FkiF; 1BF|”.
578. He will be a somebody: ftl (/R WA — KA. somebody 7EIX HEA “ KAY); ArmEil
HZN.

579. in the Administration: X HEMH 7 RS, L “EARERE".

580. beforelong: 1RIN; AAT Z A,

581. They, above: =IHZ& “ LN, FRINEAFRIEEN]. CEEA TR “Those who are above us.”
582. the Council in Europe: “/A#]” TERRINIE FF 23, A0 TE BRI IESS T B A WIS 57 5 il ¥ 45 2 P i
583. mean him to be: (BRIMEF £ BE LAY CRAY; @E ). X EAFRISEHEEZAE “They mean him

to be a somebody”.

BRGE)”
LA, HEZEAZBN, b

“He turned to his work>®*. The noise outside had ceased®’, and presently in going out

I stopped at the door>®. In the steady buzz of flies the homeward-bound agent was

lying finished and insensible’®’; the other’®, bent over his books®’, was making

correct entries of perfectly correct transactions; and fifty feet below the doorstep I

could see the still tree-tops of the grove of death.

R

584. turned to his work: S [AIE] 79 TAE L. turnto BN “Hm; 80T AR GEHT/E”.
585. cease: #1b; Z5W; {1k,

586. presently in going out | stopped at the door: F7E IEEAME H ZATIME, IRAETTIHETR 7. presently &
J“HE: HETs BERD; BBV XEEIR HE CREMTD IR,

587. the homeward-bound agent: A7 B #% HI 5K GERIED FIARBEN . X HE AT bound FRox—Fh 5 [k,
B “TEPHR BN A1 22087,

588. the other: 75— A. f8MZ22 1.

589. bent over his books: B\ ({k) TEARAIMKA L.



“Next day I left that station at last, with a caravan of sixty men®”, for a

two-hundred-mile tramp.

HERE:
590. a caravan of sixty men: —3Z /5T AN[JIEHiIFA . caravan RSN “HRATAERN7, X BAGHRAEE HE A
1.

“No use telling you much about that. Paths, paths, everywhere; a stamped-in network

of paths>! spreading over the empty land>*?, through the long grass, through burnt

595

grass®®, through thickets®**, down and up chilly ravines®>, up and down stony hills

ablaze with heat*®®; and a solitude, a solitude, nobody, not a hut**’. The population had

cleared out®® a long time ago. Well, if a lot of mysterious niggers armed with all

kinds of fearful weapons suddenly took to travelling on the road>®® between Deal and

Gravesend, catching the yokels®” right and 1eft®®! to carry heavy loads for them%®?, 1

fancy®® every farm and cottage thereabouts would get empty very soon. Only here the

dwellings were gone, too. Still I passed through®™ several abandoned®® villages.

There's something pathetically childish in the ruins of grass walls. Day after day, with

the stamp®% and shuffle®”’ of sixty pair of bare feet®® behind me, each pair under a

60-1b. load. Camp, cook, sleep, strike camp, march®”. Now and then®!? a carrier dead

611

in harness®'!, at rest®!? in the long grass near the path, with an empty water-gourd®'?

and his long staff®'# lying by his side®!>. A great silence around and above. Perhaps on

some quiet night the tremor of far-off drums, sinking, swelling, a tremor vast, faint; a
sound weird, appealing, suggestive, and wild—and perhaps with as profound a
meaning as the sound of bells in a Christian country. Once a white man in an

unbuttoned uniform®'®, camping on the path with an armed escort of lank Zanzibaris,

617 618

and festive®'®—not to say drunk. Was looking after the upkeep of

very hospitable

the road®'®, he declared®?’. Can't say I saw any road or any upkeep, unless the body®?!

622

of a middle-aged negro®*, with a bullet-hole in the forehead, upon which I absolutely

stumbled three miles farther on, may be considered as a permanent improvement®?3. 1

had a white companion®?*, too, not a bad chap®?®, but rather too fleshy?¢ and with the



exasperating habit of fainting on the hot hillsides, miles away from the least bit of

shade and water. Annoying®’, you know, to hold your own coat like a parasol®?® over

a man's head while he is coming t0%%°. I couldn't help asking him once what he meant
by coming there at all. "To make money, of course. What do you think?' he said,

scornfully®®. Then he got fever®!, and had to be carried in a hammock®? slung under

634

a pole®3. As he weighed sixteen stone I had no end of rows®* with the carriers. They

jibbed®*3, ran away, sneaked off®3® with their loads®” in the night—quite a mutiny%3®,

So, one evening, I made a speech in English with_gestures®*, not one of which was

lost to the sixty pairs of eyes®® before me, and the next morning I started the

hammock off in front all right®*!. An hour afterwards I came upon®? the whole

concern wrecked in a bush—man, hammock, groans, blankets, horrors. The heavy
pole had skinned®* his poor nose. He was very anxious for me to kill somebody, but

there wasn't the shadow of a carrier near®**. I remembered the old doctor—'It would

be interesting® for science to watch the mental changes of individuals, on the

spot®®.' T felt I was becoming scientifically interesting. However, all that is to no

purpose. On the fifteenth day I came in sight of the big river®’ again, and hobbled*®

into the Central Station. It was on a back water®® surrounded by scrub and forest®*,

652

with a pretty border of smelly mud®! on one side, and on the three others®? enclosed

by a crazy fence of rushes®>. A neglected gap was all the gate it had®>, and the first

glance at the place was enough to let you see the flabby devil was running that show.
White men with long staves®™ in their hands appeared languidly®3® from amongst the

buildings, strolling up to take a look at me®’, and then retired out of sight

somewhere®®. One of them, a stout, excitable chap with black moustaches, informed
me%? with great volubility®®® and many digressions®®!, as soon as I told him who I was,
that my steamer was at the bottom of the river. I was thunderstruck®?. What, how,
why? Oh, it was 'all right.' The 'manager himself' was there. All quite correct.
663

'Everybody had behaved splendidly! splendidly!—'you must,' he said in agitation®>,

'go and see the general manager at once. He is waiting!'

VR



591. a stamped-in network of paths: JTJ IR H SH (138 1 1R 0 28

592. spreading over the empty land: (%K) AFEIX A 55 L.

593. burnt grass: Keid R, FREXZ N TIHHH —ratth, Ak B R R OER A & .

594. thicket: WEAMN; MMk,

595. chilly ravines: JEE AR A . A, RIRES RECHZAEAR G, BV, Fimi
JE 23 EL IR

596. stony hills ablaze with heat: (RAABAM A1 1L . TETCIER R FRTEYRIE FIA AL B, AR PISLITE
TREEHRIK.

597. asolitude, a solitude, nobody, not a hut: 31X H & —F0 F 55 R KR s <. AR, Sishil—
AL, IRATEINET 2T . MATEAR—NN, ERE—W GRS .

598. The population had cleared out: X HL {5 & O 4 #5HI% T . population &N “ AN, HEREE”. IXH &
PHRF/ARMEFAIE TS, BB EX .

599. suddenly took to travelling on the road: iX B[] took & —Fft “$%5: 5 LR 1FNIRAE LEL” k.
600. yokel: 2 [%f#; FERIL.

601. rightand left: ix HLi2 “YUEIEMK /A AWM AN S B4R, 82 “AFM—1, GFM—17. Bz
W RN .

602. carry heavy loads for them: A THIZ YU 1 T2, Ik B2 SRR AT LB K ) 2B AHTGE AN 2 e 4G
AT 77

603. fancy: 1XHEWEELE B GiF s LBUERRID M5, R,

604. pass through: #id.

605. abandoned: JZFFIM; #F FRM.

606. stamp: & (JD 75; FEERECEFAAIE

607. shuffle: %ML stamp Al shuffle #RILL 7 BAMOS TR T, BPTTETHEES T
608. sixty pair of bare feet: N TXOEHEM M. ANARIWET, BAWIZ CHIERARET, LI
FARW . AN R, JaBE B R R AR AR e 2 R SR i AR & I 45

609. Camp, cook, sleep, strike camp, march: L&, ik, HEG, s, Hk. TX—HWHE —HR A E
B, a2 AWl XA R .

610. Now and then: fii/K; AT,

611. in harness: =y “CHED #H, SBH, HETE?, REMEEE “Glg 1D HHaEEE”,

612. atrest: IXMHIFMZ “KHR”.

613. water-gourd: P& /K FHHIFi .

614. staff: XHZT N “FThl: W17 WS THEER T FCHIM “FAEE7 BT R RBEEM
PARLE RN 51 MATF-FEMR . BT “FAEE 7 13 LiEA KA Mulas, Pl “M57 Aarae e
NN £ (BRI T H

615. lying by his side: 7t Ci7E) &k,

616. in an unbuttoned uniform: il i} L (A0 T -

617. hospitable: #HIHIFE M.

618. festive: BTV,

619. the upkeep of the road: JEF4EY"; B IIRTE.

620. declare: HAi; HR.

621. body: XHIEHZ “HA7.

622. negro: X NMIARE, BUERAL N — M BA B IUTERRERR .-

623. a permanent improvement: —fUKIEKIFE. B “—3FKRMigsE 7 GEBCIRGL) /BT GEK) 7.
624. companion: [Fff. X “FFE” HARARIRIBLL B AR, 02D FAT I 55— DR E A



625. chap: fkit; ko

626. rather too fleshy: & FIIEAKZ T .

627. Annoying: & AW KI1; & NI, BIAEEET “Itis”.

628. to hold your own coat like a parasol: 2% 1/R [ CL I AP AK 25 4t 2438 B 4 o

629. cometo: (A EFIEH) MEISR; AR,

630. scornfully: FREHML: ANJE k. X3 [ AENA SIg A S 2 0t — i, WERAEIIANE A T ke ?

X3 P 1)

631. got fever: JJE: K.

632. hammock: MK,

633. slungunder apole: slung JRIE/E sling, =A “HMERME". HHLU, TARLHDRBEELERIT
T L.

634. no end of rows: row {EIXHLZA “4 0”7, noend of rows Bl “HrIPAR”, fEHIRE X no end of XA
FE, BB I TLIR.

635. jib: PHEEANHT; AR

636. sneakoff: THTHEH: ffiifE.

637. loads: 11%k; 124,

638. mutiny: il /.

639. gestures: FH . LR AR ANHRIES A, P EERFHREHED.

640. not one of which was lost to the sixty pairs of eyes: HFEEF-FA— M, EHE ST XURIE G 5E G
R M — N, RLeFA MR REE “ 2k H 1A 5 REE IR R A T SR

641. started the hammock off in front all right: start off E A “H; HAKR”, WELAWE KNI IaEm
PRIERITH, UFifiB R T .

642. came upon: fHARIE L. X BUZPIRAT IR HIL T ik A B B — 2.

643. skin: R HI.

644. there wasn't the shadow of a carrier near: [ffit C&&E — MR THEANT .

645. be interesting: XN Z2& “Hifkb; AR MEE,

646. on the spot: 417,

647. came in sight of the big river: X & 2| 1 H4% K3,

648. hobble: Bfifll: #i17.

649. on a back water: back water & “EK”.

650. surrounded by scrub and forest: HEIEARFIARMIAGE . scrub BOA “IBHA; HEARMN,

651. a pretty border of smelly mud: F SLHEHE 1) JE SR IIA SR . pretty FIE T —FRHIES .

652. on the three others: H4h =14 ().

653. enclosed by a crazy fence of rushes: (73 4k =11 J&FAT O FAM I E T R R . crazy FIFERE T —Ff
PE S

654. A neglected gap was all the gate it had: FTiB AT 12— NS AEBERIBE

655. staves: AJ DAFLf#)K stave Bk staff UL, #52 “MRT7 MEH.

656. languidly: WBORFHI; MR .

657. strolling up to take a look at me: VHIAH L RE T —MK. stroll BN “HOb; WAL,

658. then retired out of sight somewhere: ZAJELTH T, AHIES BT AHTT 5T . retire BN “HUE; B
[

659. informed me: HifFHK.

660. volubility: Jifl; fEik; HEAL.

661. digression: =9/8; HIEBAM T MFE .



662. thunderstruck: KIzZ—15; U1 5%,
663. agitation: ¥zl; A%,

“I did not see the real significance of that wreck at once. I fancy I see it now, but I am
not sure—not at all. Certainly the affair was too stupid—when I think of it—to be
altogether natural. Still... But at the moment it presented itself simply as a confounded
nuisance. The steamer was sunk. They had started two days before in a sudden

hurry®®* up the river®® with the manager on board®®®, in charge of some volunteer

skipper®’, and before they had been out three hours®®® they tore the bottom out of her

on stones, and she sank®” near the south bank. I asked myself what I was to do there,
now my boat was lost. As a matter of fact, I had plenty to do in fishing my command

out of the river. I had to set about it®’° the very next day®’!. That, and the repairs when

I brought the pieces to the station, took some months.

VERE:

664. in asudden hurry: ZEFRIA] A .

665. up the river: Wi L BT L.

666. on board: TEff L.

667. some volunteer skipper: — > H & 44 SR MK AK .

668. before they had been out three hours: A/ I7ET A T A2 =4I
669. sank: sink [Mid 25, B “UTE”.

670. setaboutit: JFUAHE T

671. the very next day: FUTEZH K. very s&—FPomifiiE <.

“My first interview with the manager was curious. He did not ask me to sit down after

my twenty-mile walk that morning. He was commonplace in complexion, in features,

in manners, and in voice®”?. He was of middle size®”® and of ordinary build®’*. His

eyes, of the usual blue, were perhaps remarkably cold, and he certainly could make
his glance fall on one as trenchant and heavy as an axe. But even at these times the
rest of his person seemed to disclaim the intention. Otherwise there was only an
indefinable, faint expression of his lips, something stealthy—a smile—not a smile—I
remember it, but I can't explain. It was unconscious®”, this smile was, though just

after he had said something it got intensified for an instant. It came at the end of his



speeches like a seal applied on the words to make the meaning of the commonest

phrase appear absolutely inscrutable. He was a common trader®’®, from his youth up

employed in these parts—nothing more. He was obeyed, yet he inspired neither love
nor fear, nor even respect. He inspired uneasiness. That was it! Uneasiness. Not a

definite mistrust®’’—just uneasiness—nothing more. You have no idea how effective

such a... a... faculty can be. He had no genius for organizing, for initiative, or for order
even. That was evident in such things as the deplorable state of the station. He had no

678 and no intelligence®”. His position had come to him—why? Perhaps

learning
because he was never ill... He had served three terms of three years out there...
Because triumphant health in the general rout of constitutions is a kind of power in

itself. When he went home on leave®® he rioted on a large scale—pompously®®!. Jack

ashore—with a difference—in externals only. This one could gather from his casual

talk®®2. He originated®®? nothing, he could keep the routine going®®*—that's all. But he

was great. He was great by this little thing that it was impossible to tell what could
control such a man. He never gave that secret away. Perhaps there was nothing within
him. Such a suspicion made one pause—for out there there were no external checks.

Once when various tropical diseases®® had laid low almost every 'agent'®®® in the

station, he was heard to say®®’, 'Men who come out here should have no entrails.' He

sealed the utterance with that smile of his, as though it had been a door opening into a
darkness he had in his keeping. You fancied®®® you had seen things—but the seal was
on. When annoyed at meal-times by the constant quarrels of the white men about
precedence, he ordered an immense round table to be made, for which a special house
had to be built. This was the station's mess-room®’. Where he sat was the first
place—the rest were nowhere. One felt this to be his unalterable conviction. He was
neither civil nor uncivil. He was quiet. He allowed his 'boy'®*—an overfed young
negro from the coast—to treat the white men, under his very eyes, with provoking
insolence.

TERE:

672. He was commonplace in complexion, in features, in manners, and in voice: A B . TiE . fA. &

WA TR, BAHAR.



673. of middle size: & /& —ff%.

674. of ordinary build: A&%—#%,

675. unconscious: (fT8) FEIRM, JLEFMHET.

676. a common trader: — /MK ST o trader TR AT SN, B “ R 5 A m kg 617
TAH .

677. a definite mistrust: I A ELT.

678. learning: IXHIF “Z£iH”, e “JERIEEIN7,

679. intelligence: XI5 “A R FE”, Wy “HSM/IRNA /AR,

680. went home on leave: AU RIS [l R4

681. rioted on a large scale—pompously: =K, KEH. riot TEIXEEN “HAMXKR 7, pompously
BN BRI B,

682. This one could gather from his casual talk: &2 “IRMAAL R HIR R A 2] (L3
FHD

683. originate: JTAI; HEL/JHIFIRT .

684. keep the routine going: Rz SsF i, fREF (50 —MALHIZHE . R “BHTAH7.

685. various tropical diseases: 75l 25 FF ) AT I

686. laid low almost every 'agent': lay low =8 “HE 7, 8 77, #ZAUWJLEAIAR RN (RILR
AFFEARMIT R S S R D #1451 #eiiii, BNARAE 1.

687. he was heard to say: 3 AT 2B IXFE T

688. fancied: IXHE N “LIFHfE; BRE; UM

689. mess-room: T B,

690. his'boy': RONZILN “ERIE; WrZE”,

“He began to speak as soon as he saw me. I had been very long on the road. He could
not wait. Had to start without me. The up-river stations had to be relieved. There had
been so many delays already that he did not know who was dead and who was alive,
and how they got on—and so on, and so on. He paid no attention to my explanations,
and, playing with a stick of sealing-wax, repeated several times that the situation was

'very grave, very grave.' There were rumours that®' a very important station was in

02 and its chief, Mr. Kurtz, was ill. Hoped it was not true. Mr. Kurtz was... I

jeopardy
felt weary and irritable. Hang Kurtz, I thought. I interrupted him by saying I had heard
of Mr. Kurtz on the coast. 'Ah! So they talk of him down there,’ he_murmured to
himself**?. Then he began again, assuring me Mr. Kurtz was the best agent he had, an
exceptional®®* man, of the greatest importance to the Company; therefore I could
understand his anxiety. He was, he said, 'very, very uneasy%®.' Certainly he fidgeted

on his chair a good deal, exclaimed, 'Ah, Mr. Kurtz!" broke the stick of sealing-wax

and seemed dumfounded by the accident. Next thing he wanted to know 'how long it



would take to'... I interrupted him again. Being hungry, you know, and kept on my
feet®® too. I was getting savage®®’. 'How can I tell?' I said. 'I haven't even seen the
wreck®® yet—some months, no doubt." All this talk seemed to me so futile. 'Some

months,' he said. "Well, let us say three months before we can make a start®’. Yes.

That ought to do the affair.' I flung out of his hut’® (he lived all alone in a clay hut

with a sort of verandah’') muttering to myself’®> my opinion of him. He was a

chattering idiot’®. Afterwards I took it back when it was borne in upon me startlingly

with what extreme nicety he had estimated the time requisite for the 'affair.'

VERE:

691. There were rumours that: #E¥i; #EfL. rumour BN “WEF; W57
692. was in jeopardy: AT fald; BT

693. murmured to himself: /NFEHLEF Hib.

694. exceptional: FLEEMN; ASHM.

695. uneasy: fHIEMI; ANZ%M.

696. keptonmy feet: —HEUE (BEA T RIKE).,

697. getting savage: PRERM T .

698. the wreck: FBIIZ&UTMT.

699. three months before we can make a start: {EREWS FHRJEALZ 1T, BEMEESE = H.

700. flung out of his hut: ARITE T EPDERK. fling out T “HaH ", BN “ S BA mHERD
A

701. verandah: FH&; 6.

702. muttering to myself: T H 5. mutter BN “TENG; BEEIE 7,

703. a chattering idiot: — /MHRBEAIRIY 1T . XX ST V5 MR ] o5 HbJRg 2 28 B 1) 0

“I went to work the next day, turning, so to speak, my back on that station. In that way
only it seemed to me I could keep my hold on the redeeming facts of life. Still, one

must look about sometimes; and then I saw this station, these men strolling aimlessly

about’% in the sunshine of the yard. I asked myself sometimes what it all meant. They
wandered here and there with their absurd long staves in their hands, like a lot of
faithless pilgrims bewitched inside a rotten fence. The word 'ivory' rang in the air, was
whispered, was sighed. You would think they were praying to it’. A taint of imbecile
rapacity blew through it all, like a whiff from some corpse. By Jove! I've never seen
anything so unreal in my life. And outside, the silent wilderness surrounding this

cleared speck on the earth struck me as something great and invincible, like evil or



truth, waiting patiently for the passing away of this fantastic invasion.

HERE:

704. strolling aimlessly about: 8¢ H DU EIE . stroll BN “HD; WHE”, about BN “FAb; PUAL”.
705. praying toit: R[] “HF 7 itk WTUAEG—TAATIE, “B, ZRAGRFRIG w7« HEREF
BN, LI TAT AT

“Oh, these months! Well, never mind. Various things happened. One evening a grass

shed full of calico’®, cotton prints’?’, beads’®®, and I don't know what else’”, burst

into a blaze so suddenly that’!’ you would have thought the earth had opened to let an

avenging fire consume all that trash. I was smoking my pipe quietly by my

dismantled’"! steamer, and saw them all cutting capers in the light, with their arms

lifted high”!?, when the stout man with moustaches came tearing down to the river’'?,

a tin pail’'* in his hand, assured me that everybody was 'behaving splendidly,
splendidly,' dipped about a quart of water and tore back’! again. I noticed there was a

hole in the bottom of his pail.

VERE:

706. calico: EAERREAT -

707. print: IXHIRHZ “EIIEA 7.

708. bead: kT

709. | don't know what else: YA H1 44 SR I HS L6 YL -G )RS IO AR VPG o 8 170 A2 R N A B BRG HH AT 8 17 S 2
Tolkhid.

710. burst into a blaze so suddenly that: FEE kR, M HIKRAUIBLRIR GG RMZETT T 07, B
KT —IEMBKIED . FE b, AEIRIRIR MR S A S RSB S, BT Seh, AIREiXA 2
B K EIE B

711. dismantled: HEIFRED T FRAR T —H—H1.

712. with their arms lifted high: =285 P T 12 it i) =G IR 57 25 25 A1 1 i 108 B A

713. came tearing down to the river: BF VA — VAT 250 tear BN “HESR; L.

714. atinpail: — R AH. BIKHE.

715. tore back: tore & tear it %, BREZE AN T RIEL”,

“I strolled up. There was no hurry. You see the thing had gone off like a box of

matches’!¢. It had been hopeless from the very first. The flame had leaped high’!7,
driven everybody back, lighted up everything—and collapsed. The shed was already a

718

heap of embers glowing fiercely’!®. A nigger was being beaten near by. They said he




had caused the fire in some way; be that as it may’!’, he was screeching most

horribly”. I saw him, later, for several days, sitting in a bit of shade looking very
sick”! and trying to recover himself; afterwards he arose and went out—and the
wilderness without a sound took him into its bosom again. As I approached the glow
from the dark I found myself at the back of two men, talking. I heard the name of
Kurtz pronounced, then the words, 'take advantage of this unfortunate accident." One
of the men was the manager. I wished him a good evening. 'Did you ever see anything
like it—eh? it is incredible’?2, he said, and walked off’?3. The other man remained. He

was a first-class agent’?*, young, gentlemanly’?, a bit reserved’?¢, with a forked little

beard’”?” and a hooked nose’?®. He was stand-offish’? with the other agents, and they

on their side”® said he was the manager's spy’?! upon them’”32. As to me’**, I had

736

hardly ever spoken to him’** before. We got into talk’?*, and by and by’*¢ we strolled

away from the hissing ruins’?’. Then he asked me to his room’?®¥, which was in the

main building of the station. He struck a match’*®, and I perceived’*’ that this young

aristocrat had not only a silver-mounted dressing-case’! but also a whole candle all to

himself’?. Just at that time the manager was the only man supposed to have any right

743

to candles. Native mats covered the clay’® walls; a collection of spears, assegais,

744

shields, knives was hung up in trophies. The business intrusted to this fellow’** was

the making of bricks—so I had been informed; but there wasn't a fragment of a brick
anywhere in the station, and he had been there more than a year—waiting. It seems he
could not make bricks without something, I don't know what—straw maybe. Anyway,
it could not be found there and as it was not likely to be sent from Europe, it did not
appear clear to me what he was waiting for. An act of special creation perhaps.
However, they were all waiting—all the sixteen or twenty pilgrims of them—for
something; and upon my word it did not seem an uncongenial occupation, from the
way they took it, though the only thing that ever came to them was disease—as far as

I could see. They beguiled the time’#¢ by back-biting’” and intriguing’*® against’*

each other in a foolish kind of way’>°. There was an air of plotting about that station,

but nothing came of it, of course. It was as unreal as everything else—as the

philanthropic pretence of the whole concern, as their talk, as their government, as



their show of work’!. The only real feeling was a desire to get appointed to a

trading-post where ivory was to be had, so that they could earn percentages’?. They

4

intrigued and slandered and hated each other’>® only on that account’>*—but as to

effectually lifting a little finger—oh, no. By heavens!”>® there is something after all in
the world allowing one man to steal a horse while another must not look at a halter.
Steal a horse straight out. Very well. He has done it. Perhaps he can ride. But there is a

way of looking at a halter that would provoke the most charitable of saints into a kick.

R

716. gone off like a box of matches: (ELHHT) J— B kBR, wWilf G — &k T kS —FE.
717. leaped high: (K& IR &

718. a heap of embers glowing fiercely: —HENIRE KAERIKIR . ember BN “RIX”7, glowing fiercely i
RSN &, N KA.

719. be that as it may: B F IR IXAENE CHAGEUTHTRES LT A2 0.
720. screeching most horribly: & H ARSI,

721. looking very sick: iR+ R,

722. incredible: AR HELLEAEH.

723. walked off: EH T .

724. afirst-class agent: =ZACHA .

725. gentlemanly: 24, i4-IRKI1,

726. reserved: HF/EN; BRI,

727. aforked little beard: PHH/NEF: Tl

728. ahooked nose: [EH L. IXUEHMAREE RN ARG “UFVE” BIRHE.
729. stand-offish: BRIZIHT; IR .

730. on their side: SH{EARATIINLI) .

731. spy: [HJilE; IR

732. upon them: BN “WEALARAT”.

733. Astome: BT HIRINE. KRETDAHBER.

734. had hardly ever spoken to him: JL-F-# At 1E; % /B4R iE.

735. gotinto talk: JFURIIEC Kok Zikildk T .

736. by and by: @i, — s A

737. strolled away from the hissing ruins: M ASHEBGTUYE mi 6 20 IR 550018 25 B9
738. asked me to his room: iEIR A E]; BIE R AR A

739. struck a match: H strike a match, #£k5E; Rk,

740. perceive: %4%t; FER BEiREL

741. asilver-mounted dressing-case: —/MEE RN H .

742. awhole candle all to himself: if [ L5 35— BEAR i

743. clay: Hit; ft.

744. The business intrusted to this fellow: ZJRGIXNFEIKMZEDS . WM& “Mhr) T 7.
745. upon my word: ZEIREATIE; BB K.

746. beguiled the time: JHESHT[]; TR . beguile 7EIX HL LA “HEAA LI BE .



747. back-biting: ¥ F kR 5.

748. intriguing: #1f; RKIMHEE.

749. against: {EIXHLA “HARER X B

750. in a foolish kind of way: PL—FEZER 7.

751. their show of work: & H —#ll TAEIFE T

752. earn percentages: 19I5 i/ HE K-

753. intrigued and slandered and hated each other: HAHMJIE. 8. FrILIR
754. on that account: HT AP NEE .

755. By heavens!: KM ! X B0 §AE 14T FE R —FERPIRES K H I

“I had no idea why he wanted to be sociable’¢, but as we chatted in there it suddenly

occurred to me’>’ the fellow was trying to get at something”>®—in fact, pumping”>® me.

He alluded constantly to Europe’®, to the people I was supposed to know’®!

762 764

there—putting leading questions’® as to my acquaintances’® in the sepulchral city’®4,

and so on. His little eyes glittered like mica discs’%>—with curiosity’*6—though he

767

tried to keep up a bit of superciliousness’®’. At first I was astonished’®8, but very soon

I became awfully curious’® to see what he would find out”” from me. I couldn't

possibly imagine what I had in me’’! to make it worth his while’”?. It was very pretty

to see how he baffled’”® himself, for in truth’”* my body was full only of chills, and
my head had nothing in it but that wretched steamboat business. It was evident’” he
took me for a perfectly shameless prevaricator. At last he got angry, and, to conceal a

movement of furious annoyance’’®, he yawned’”’. 1 rose. Then I noticed a small

sketch in 0ils”’®, on a panel’”, representing a woman’®®, draped and blindfolded,

carrying a lighted torch. The background was sombre—almost black. The
movement’®! of the woman was stately, and the effect of the torchlight on the face was

sinister.

R

756. sociable: UFACPR): FAMEREN .

757. it suddenly occurred to me: FRIAMF]; FTIRT IR,

758. get at something: S E|EY); 2 AGEE; BEHifk.

759. pump: #nl; BN,

760. alluded constantly to Europe: & &2 PR A FL RN 2 R30S 2R . allude to BN “HETa;
g7 E N

761. | was supposed to know: (fiiA) FRBIZZRTT (—£8 A0,



762. leading questions: iy A3 5| 5P [ A)

763. acquaintances: FHIRTIA .

764. in the sepulchral city: {EHS BRIk T B F5107E A "l SR E ARSIk T -
765. micadiscs: = BEfT. —FAGEERITY), IX HUZ L A R S ARG -

766. curiosity: W& O,

767. keep up a bit of superciliousness: &£ L7 B £ . superciliousness 74 “ i,
768. astonished: Nz 11,

769. awfully curious: HFAUFAF 1o

770. find out: FKHL; W] TRk

771. what | had in me: FZFTAIENITEE .

772. make it worth his while: {EfBAE R IXA L OHL.

773. baffle: WAFHE; B0 PLOSEIL.

774. intruth: $sC .

775. evident: FHIEI,

776. conceal a movement of furious annoyance: A T #E1 H S & KR REIRET o

777. yawn: IR,

778. asmall sketch in oils: —mEITR/MAIHIEF ], sketch &N “Z i @5, HEY, XHEPEIE, XiE
JH L1 15 LR T L

779. panel: []#%.

780. representing a woman: I35 —/N% N represent B4 “EKH: 2.

781. movement: ZIfE; L&,

782

“It arrested me, and he stood by’®? civilly’®?, holding an empty half-pint champagne

bottle (medical comforts’®*) with the candle stuck’®® in it. To my question he said’®

Mr. Kurtz had painted this—in this very station more than a year ago—while waiting

for means™’ to go to his trading post’®®. 'Tell me, pray,' said I, 'who is this Mr. Kurtz?'

R

782. stood by: VHTE—5% (ZEFFE).

783. civilly: HEASHE; WAL A AL,

784. medical comforts: 2%,

785. stuck: fiA; RIEH P, stick AL,

786. To my question he said: X HL[1J to A LAk upon, #i2& “#iE CREANRGENRIZD” EE.
787. means: L FH; 7 FEL XHEA[HERZ$E means of transportation.

788. trading post: F Zufi.

“"The chief of the Inner Station,' he answered in a short tone’®, looking away’*.

'

Much obliged™!,' I said, laughing. 'And you are the brickmaker of the Central Station.

Every one knows that.' He was silent for a while. 'He is a prodigy’®?,' he said at last.



'He is an emissary of pity and science and progress’®?, and devil knows what else. We

want,' he began to declaim’* suddenly, 'for the guidance of the cause intrusted to us

by FEurope, so to speak, higher intellicence, wide sympathies, a singleness of

purpose.'”® 'Who says that?' I asked. 'Lots of them,' he replied. 'Some even write that;

and so he comes here, a special being’, as you ought to know." "Why ought I to

know?' I interrupted’’, really surprised. He paid no attention. 'Yes. Today he is chief

of the best station, next year he will be assistant-manager’®®, two years more and... but

I dare-say you know what he will be in two years' time’”. You are of the new

gang—the gang of virtue. The same people who sent him specially also recommended
you. Oh, don't say no. I've my own eyes to trust.' Light dawned upon me. My dear

aunt's influential acquaintances®® were producing an unexpected effect upon that

young man. [ nearly burst into a laugh. 'Do you read the Company's confidential
correspondence?' I asked. He hadn't a word to say. It was great fun. 'When Mr. Kurtz,'

I continued, severely, 'is General Manager, you won't have the opportunity.'

R

789. answered in a short tone: [FIHLIAIZY, X HE—FARZ %R, BEHELEN 1,

790. looking away: il 2s; MRIEHEH M. KWK T —FEAHERBATESE.

791. Much obliged: FA “RUHMAT”, X B2 Sys I ANHITE, Byt &5 7] T HRAS 35 1l 2 B gk 1
o

792. prodigy: KA A .

793. an emissary of pity and science and progress: &5, Bl DM . BT ERR AR NAED
WA 26, RIS . emissary BN “fHif; KR,

794. declaim: KFAEME; JHEEERR .

795. ‘for the guidance of the cause intrusted to us by Europe, so to speak, higher intelligence, wide sympathies, a
singleness of purpose.': 415 [ 1E 5 1 7 7] fE /& : “For the guidance of the cause intrusted to us by Europe, we
want higher intelligence, wide sympathies, a singleness of purpose--so to speak.” intrust to =N “Z2+6; 324F;
{&1E”, asingleness of purpose & B2 “Hir%—; WEAK”. sotospeak &FHNIE .

796. aspecial being: (FE/ReA ) — M ER—MIMA .

797. interrupt: FJ T (%U/\Wﬁﬁ)o

798. assistant-manager: Hl|ZFE,

799. | dare-say you know what he will be in two years' time: FRELVL, K %8 5138 I P9 5 22 /R IR e AR e 21
Haremm i L.

800. influential acquaintances: AU AW A B JIEN .

“He blew the candle out suddenly, and we went outside. The moon had risen. Black



801 802

figures strolled about listlessly®’!, pouring®*?> water on the glow®®, whence®*

proceeded a sound of hissing®?’

; steam ascended®*® in the moonlight, the beaten

807

nigger®’’ groaned somewhere. 'What a row the brute makes!' said the indefatigable

man with the moustaches, appearing near wus. 'Serve him right3%,

Transgression—punishment—bang! Pitiless, pitiless. That's the only way. This will
prevent all conflagrations®® for the future. I was just telling the manager...' He noticed
my companion, and became crestfallen all at once. 'Not in bed yet,' he said, with a

kind of servile heartiness®'?; 'it's so natural. Ha! Danger—agitation.' He vanished®'!. 1

812

went on to the riverside, and the other followed me. I heard a scathing murmur®'“ at

813 814

my ear, 'Heap of muffs—go to.' The pilgrims could be seen in knots®'> gesticulating

discussing. Several had still their staves in their hands. I verily believe®> they took

these sticks to bed with them. Beyond the fence the forest stood up spectrally in the

moonlight®'®, and through that dim stir®!”, through the faint sounds of that lamentable
courtyard®'®, the silence of the land went home to one's very heart—its mystery, its
greatness, the amazing reality of its concealed life. The hurt nigger moaned®"

feebly®?® somewhere near by, and then fetched a deep sigh®?! that made me mend my

pace away from there®??. 1 felt a hand introducing itself under my arm. 'My dear sir,’

said the fellow, 'I don't want to be misunderstood, and especially by you, who will see
Mr. Kurtz long before I can have that pleasure. I wouldn't like him to get a false idea

of my disposition...."

VERE:

801. listlessly: J%AEHT K1,

802. pour: JK7K.

803. glow: HN “NIAMAE”, XM MARTEEKIIRIT.

804. whence: A “MIH; AT,

805. proceeded a sound of hissing: & H—FFREEE . proceed BN “IFUR KA,
806. steam ascended: JKZEJMEZSIMAL .

807. the beaten nigger: #RFT 77— A,

808. Serve himright: &I “IHi%; SEA N,

809. conflagration: K:k; KiK.

810. servile heartiness: WEUFL I 1) ST A 4

811. vanished: ERLZ “VH&L T BEICRET .

812. ascathing murmur: ZUE “RRZENEH S Bl WA TINIKIE”. scathing BN “M™HH; HIH



P SRZIM .

813. beseen inknots: (Hi&HE ZMIAT]D) = ToAERAE—E. inknots BN “ = =PNFM: —/NHE—/NIE
K7

814. gesticulate: HIZ#HIREr: FHELHE: BT HE.

815. verily believe: ZEXTHI{E . verily &A “FLIEHL”,

816. the forest stood up spectrally in the moonlight: 6 AR M IFAG — B LB 7E A B .

817. dimstir: WSS/ HED) . BN BEEIREIRE R,

818. the faint sounds of that lamentable courtyard: H3/NEET A e s EAEa A . FR S BT T OB A
R

819. moan: M, N3IHE,

820. feebly: Ju/jHh; Tlg5Hh.

821. fetched a deep sigh: & HIRIRITNLE o

822. mend my pace away from there: MUEST.

“I let him run on®?, this papier-mache Mephistopheles, and it seemed to me that if I
tried I could poke my forefinger through him, and would find nothing inside but a
little loose dirt, maybe. He, don't you see, had been planning to be assistant-manager

by and by under the present man®?*, and I could see that the coming of that Kurtz had

upset them both not a little®*>. He talked precipitately®?®, and I did not try to stop him.

I had my shoulders against the wreck of my steamer, hauled up on the slope®?’ like a

829

carcass®?® of some big river animal. The smell of mud, of primeval®*® mud, by Jove!

830

was in my nostrils®°, the high stillness of primeval forest was before my eyes; there

were shiny patches on the black creek®?!. The moon had spread over everything a thin

833

layer of silver®*>—over the rank grass®¥, over the mud, upon the wall of matted

834

vegetation®3* standing higher than the wall of a temple®?, over the great river I could

836

see through a sombre gap glittering, glittering, as it flowed broadly by®° without a

murmur®3’. All this was great, expectant®3®, mute®*®, while the man jabbered about

himself. I wondered whether the stillness on the face of the immensity looking at us
two were meant as an appeal®* or as a menace®*!. What were we who had strayed®*
in here? Could we handle that dumb thing, or would it handle us? I felt how big, how
confoundedly big, was that thing that couldn't talk, and perhaps was deaf as well.
What was in there? I could see a little ivory coming out from there, and I had heard

Mr. Kurtz was in there. I had heard enough about it, too—God knows! Yet somehow

it didn't bring any image with it—no more than if I had been told an angel or a



fiend®* was in there. I believed it in the same way one of you might believe there are

inhabitants®#* in the planet Mars. I knew once a Scotch sailmaker®® who was certain,

dead sure®*, there were people in Mars. If you asked him for some idea how they

looked and behaved®"’, he would get shy and mutter something about 'walking on

848

all-fours.' If you as much as smiled, he would—though a man of sixty®**—offer to

fight you®¥. I would not have gone so far as to fight for Kurtz, but I went for him near

enough to a lie. You know I hate, detest®, and can't bear®®' a lie, not because I am

853

straighter®>? than the rest of us, but simply because it appalls®>* me. There is a taint of

death®4, a flavour of mortality in lies—which is exactly what I hate and detest in the

world—what I want to forget. It makes me miserable®® and sick, like biting

857

something rotten®® would do. Temperament®>’, I suppose. Well, I went near enough to

it by letting the young fool there believe anything he liked to imagine as to my
influence in Europe. I became in an instant®*® as much of a pretence as the rest of the

bewitched pilgrims®>. This simply because I had a notion®® it somehow would be of

help to that Kurtz whom at the time I did not see—you understand. He was just a
word for me. I did not see the man in the name any more than you do. Do you see him?
Do you see the story? Do you see anything? It seems to me [ am trying to tell you a

dream—making a vain attempt®®!, because no relation®? of a dream can convey the

dream-sensation®®, that commingling of absurdity, surprise, and bewilderment®** in a

tremor of struggling revolt®®, that notion of being captured by the incredible®*® which

2

is of the very essence of dreams®?’....

R

823. lethimrunon: iHBE—HEU T %, run fEXER “B177, B “ABriiiE”.

824. the present man: fRIZIEIIZLH,

825. had upset them both not a little: i fBAT.CVIREL, HHERTE. upset BN “HiAS; #iEEL; FTHEI”.
826. precipitately: ZWESiZIM; S,

827. hauled up on the slope: 53] 7 1h¥ . haul A “CH 1) #5; $27

828. carcass: CRELZNMIND k.

829. primeval: JHIAHT.

830. nostril: 7L

831. shiny patches on the black creek: “ S [/NE izt —Hebam g7, RIS TP /KR AE H 6 T 3OGH
FET

832. spread over everything a thin layer of silver: ¥ “(HZ) M E T — EHH#ERHRY 7,



833. the rank grass: MAIATEH . rank 76X LAY EE “CREMR LM77,

834. the wall of matted vegetation: i & /E /2“2 MR PIRTTE RS 7, =ED “R% M AR, matted
BN CAEI: BERRIN.

835. temple: 5% 7Pt

836. flowed broadly by: 7£58) " [KITT PR AN A1 HTAL 2 -

837. without a murmur: & — SULF R CHIRIE ). X BTN EiE . murmur 228 “fGE
FREEHIR LA S 7

838. expectant: = N “HIFFM; MRZAN”, XHEEIE “WREEN: BEEHE.

839. mute: ZHERMY: VBRI, X HURIRTEETZ F— F A

840. appeal: M, BoR.

841. menace: JAif; R,

842. stray: R FTEARTT

843. fiend: .

844. inhabitant: (FHLMD JER: AHEE .

845. a Scotch sailmaker: —/NMJ3kE =AML LA .

846. dead sure: 34X IR .

847. behave: 17h; %1k,

848. aman of sixty: — /NN I

849. offerto fight you: EX[RUMILIEZ . offer FEX A “Glir) =227 EE.

850. detest: T4IR; RK¥%.

851. can'tbear: ik,

852. straighter: SR, HHNIEH.

853. appall: fHf5ii%; iR

854. ataint of death: — AL T-[1IRIE.

855. miserable: JHiIF; A AMEZI.

856. biting something rotten: 1 2| T 2 J8 L 4R G

857. temperament: “Jii; A%

858. inaninstant: £/,

859. the bewitched pilgrims: %8 CHZF) & T ENHIEH .

860. | had a notion: KATIXA—

861. making a vain attempt: 7 M LINIIEE T #EF7 25,

862. relation: XHE N “UFA; AUR”.

863. convey the dream-sensation: ik Hi A5 F1 [ AZ

864. that commingling of absurdity, surprise, and bewilderment: HFiE &% 718 . 15 5 AR 35 10 B .
commingling &N “VE%A; 547, bewilderment BN “IHE; K7,

865. in a tremor of struggling revolt: HEFEFHFL. SIIHE. X P EFEE B A& . tremor BN “HEIEL;
HRIE”, revolt BN “ Pt R

866. being captured by the incredible: # {124 AR BB 4 78 S S HOATAE T .

867. the very essence of dreams: AR/ Eil; A,

He was silent for a while.

“... No, it is impossible; it is impossible to convey the life-sensation of any given



epoch of one's existence—that which makes its truth, its meaning—its subtle and

penetrating essence. It is impossible. We live, as we dream—alone....”

He paused again as if reflecting, then added:

“Of course in this you fellows see more than I could then. You see me, whom you

know....”

It had become so pitch dark®?® that we listeners could hardly see one another. For a
long time already he, sitting apart®®, had been no more to us than a voice. There was
not a word from anybody. The others might have been asleep®”’, but I was awake®!. 1
listened, I listened on the watch®” for the sentence, for the word, that would give me
the clue®” to the faint uneasiness inspired by this narrative that seemed to shape itself

without human lips in the heavy night-air of the river®’.

VERE:

868. pitch dark: . TRTEARA LN BRI,

869. sitting apart: MMEAATE—5%. apart BN “H (AN &, micih”,
870. asleep: HEET.

871. awake: W&,

872. on the watch: {R¥FE FEHL 54

873. clue: (AJLMENFRWIH M) 2R,

874. the heavy night-air of the river: (ZZHE ) ] L JTAR B X o

“... Yes—I let him run on,” Marlow began again, “and think what he pleased about the
powers®” that were behind me. I did! And there was nothing behind me! There was
nothing but that wretched, old, mangled®’¢ steamboat I was leaning against, while he
talked fluently®’” about 'the necessity for every man to get on.' '"And when one comes
out here, you conceive, it is not to gaze at the moon." Mr. Kurtz was a 'universal
genius,’ but even a genius would find it easier to work with ‘'adequate

tools®”®—intelligent®”® men.' He did not make bricks—why, there was a physical

impossibility in the way—as I was well aware®®’; and if he did secretarial work for the




manager, it was because 'no sensible man rejects wantonly the confidence of his
superiors.' Did I see it? I saw it. What more did I want? What I really wanted was
rivets, by heaven! Rivets. To get on with the work—to stop the hole®¥!. Rivets I

wanted. There were cases of them®®? down at the coast—cases—piled

up®3—burst—split®®*! You kicked a loose rivet®® at every second step®® in that

station-yard on the hillside. Rivets had rolled into®®’ the grove of death. You could fill

your pockets with rivets for the trouble of stooping down®*®—and there wasn't one

rivet to be found where it was wanted. We had plates that would do, but nothing to

fasten them with®°. And every week the messenger, a lone®” negro, letter-bag on

shoulder and staff in hand®!, left our station for the coast. And several times a week a

coast caravan®®? came in with trade goods—ghastly glazed calico®? that made you

shudder only to look at it®**, glass beads value about a penny a quart, confounded

spotted cotton handkerchiefs®>>. And no rivets. Three carriers could have brought all

that was wanted to set that steamboat afloat®%.

VERE:

875. powers: (FJEMD #AJ1; il

876. mangled: fEHEME T,

877. talked fluently: MEMEAIR, KIRFFR .

878. adequatetools: HiEMI LE; BFMHTH,

879. intelligent: HEFMIM); HE M.

880. was well aware: 7B E; JEFHIEH.

881. stop the hole: #h F (HF (1)) Kif.

882. cases of them: JlAH NI4T o

883. piled up: R LK.

884. split: HJT71.

885. aloose rivet: — MEVAHIRIMMIAT . loose TEIX AR “CNFETFH) HEHRI CHIET)”.
886. at every second step: E[A|fE—F (GR&BE— 915D,

887. rolled into: IR .

888. stoop down: . {5,

889. fasten them with: AN [Fl 2 2%

890. lone: FUMMIT; JHE .

891. letter-bag on shoulder and staff in hand: J§ _LILEMRE. T HEEER T

892. acoast caravan: i 5H 5y uli S A .

893. ghastly glazed calico: AEF N A MIRNHI ENAEAT o T BIX FHATIR 5050

894. made you shudder only to look atit: ik A —& WM —Bk. shudder BN “H%; KHl; ATFEMAE”.
895. confounded spotted cotton handkerchiefs: E[13& ik N IRAEZEEL I BE s AL SRR AT T-1H



896. set that steamboat afloat: 1EHS S5 VA M FR IR /RENS FE 35T R /Ko

“He was becoming confidential now, but I fancy my unresponsive attitude must have
exasperated him at last, for he judged it necessary to inform me he feared neither God
nor devil, let alone any mere man. I said I could see that very well, but what I wanted
was a certain quantity of rivets—and rivets were what really Mr. Kurtz wanted, if he
had only known it. Now letters went to the coast every week.... 'My dear sir,' he cried,

897

'T write from dictation.' I demanded rivets®’. There was a way—for an intelligent man.

He changed his manner; became very cold, and suddenly began to talk about a
hippopotamus; wondered whether sleeping on board the steamer (I stuck to my

salvage®® night and day) I wasn't disturbed®”. There was an old hippo®® that had the

901

bad habit of getting out on the bank and roaming”' at night over the station grounds.

The pilgrims used to turn out in a body®®

and empty every rifle they could lay hands

on at him’®. Some even had sat up o' nights”** for him. All this energy was wasted,

though. 'That animal has a charmed life,' he said; 'but you can say this only of brutes
in this country. No man—you apprehend’®> me?—no man here bears a charmed life.'
He stood there for a moment in the moonlight with his delicate hooked nose set a little
askew, and his mica eyes glittering without a wink, then, with a curt Good-night, he

strode off’*. T could see he was disturbed and considerably puzzled, which made me

feel more hopeful than I had been for days. It was a great comfort®"’ to turn from that
chap to my influential friend, the battered, twisted, ruined, tin-pot steamboat. I

clambered on board®. She rang under my feet like an empty Huntley & Palmer

biscuit-tin kicked along a gutter®”; she was nothing so solid in make®!’, and rather

less pretty in shape’!, but I had expended enough hard work on her to make me love
her. No influential friend would have served®'? me better. She had given me a chance
to come out’!3 a bit—to find out what I could do. No, I don't like work. I had rather

laze about’!* and think of all the fine things that can be done’">. I don't like work—no

man does—but I like what is in the work—the chance to find yourself. Your own

916____

reality for yourself, not for others—what no other man can ever know. They can

917

only see the mere show”!’, and never can tell what it really means.



VERE:

897. demanded rivets: ZEEHIE] . demand BN “ER; TR mFIRIRTHFEREY) .
898. stuck to mysalvage: —ELMWFHFTH; TAF; ALk HHBAMEHAE . salvage BN “4745: 4R,
899. disturbed: SZFTHLAY; CHEHR) AL,

900. hippo: 715, hippopotamus [#){ii 5 .

901. roam: #:P; PN,

902. turnoutin abody: AfRHAN; BT H,

903. him: FEAEHLEN o FECHFTENHE H he B she FRIFZ .

904. satup o' nights: 5EHEIE I sat up all nights, =N “H Y %",

905. apprehend: Fff; WridE.

906. strode off: K ETF T . strode JRIESE stride, BN “KBE”.

907. agreat comfort: A 7 —KIOS; B FR.

908. clambered on board: € FHR. clamber ZoN “ T HHIE |5 2@,
909. gutter: HE/KA; 4.

910. in make: (FEf)) H/E: @i, FRIEMIA SIS,

911. inshape: (MifF)D 4ME; L. FRITZME L XMFEF-.

912. served: il (F); (D FH.

913. come out: FRIEHIRTAR: BEWMNECMNEIAEMREE -

914. laze about: [NHE; FRIETSINIEICHTSEer, & g I A .

915. think of all the fine things that can be done: AE3& % Fi i B 1) IF2 )L .

916. Your own reality: (XHRRT) EIEFHF.

917. the mere show: R AN/ s Hok S I N B B —If

“I was not surprised to see somebody sitting aft®'®, on the deck, with his legs
dangling®"® over the mud. You see I rather chummed with the few mechanics there

were in that station, whom the other pilgrims naturally despised®?*—on account of*?!

their imperfect manners®??, I suppose. This was the foreman®*—a boiler-maker by

924 925

trade—a good worker. He was a lank, bony”**, yellow-faced man, with big intense
eyes. His aspect®?® was worried, and his head was as bald as the palm of my hand; but
his hair in falling seemed to have stuck to his chin, and had prospered®”’ in the new

locality®?®, for his beard hung down to his waist’®’. He was a widower®** with six

young children (he had left them in charge of a sister of his to come out there), and

the passion of his life”3! was pigeon-flying. He was an enthusiast®®? and a

connoisseur’?. He would rave about pigeons”*. After work hours’® he used

sometimes to come over from his hut for a talk about his children and his pigeons; at

work?3®, when he had to crawl®?’ in the mud under the bottom of the steamboat, he



would tie up that beard of his in a kind of white serviette®*® he brought for the

941

purpose®®. It had loops®® to go over his ears®'. In the evening he could be seen

squatted®® on the bank rinsing®*® that wrapper in the creek with great care®**, then
squatied nnsing pp

945 946

spreading”® it solemnly”’*° on a bush to dry.

VERE:

918. sitting aft: AW/EME (RIHR LD, aft B8 “4E (BunD M2,
919. dangle: EfE; &,

920. despise: mhfil; DO HAE.

921. onaccountof: HIT; KN,

922. imperfect manners: fLECAE; S ATHE.

923. foreman: T.3k; TH.

924. bony: fRJE; FEEUILEH .

925. intense: FEM: TVERY. XHEIGHE MM I 7

926. aspect: #hR; HhAS.

927. prosper: ZEIRMAL; EIFNKIE.

928. locality: Husi; HuJy.

929. hung down to his waist: TEZ| T % I, hung MRS hang, oM “BfE; MK
930. widower: fifik,

931. the passion of his life: ZE~FIRTE; TG RME I FHIE.

932. enthusiast: AHH: FIF#H.

933. connoisseur: ¥ E; AT

934. rave about pigeons: —iREMSFHIFEAL . rave BN “HRIHRIR .
935. work hours: T AEKf[A],

936. atwork: _LAEMIIfiE; TAEH.

937. crawl: J€4T; HIEATEE.

938. serviette: AT AAKAL .

939. brought for the purpose: A 71X~ H T 2RI o

940. loop: [H¥F.

941. go over his ears: ZFid H2%; HEAEH L.

942. squat: [EAL,

943. rinse: (FH7K) k.

944. with great care: /JUDEEHL; JEHATAIML.

945, spread: fifi S

946. solemnly: J7jfiih; —ZAIEGH; FE L FHL,

“I slapped him on the back and shouted, "We shall have rivets!' He scrambled to his
feet exclaiming, 'No! Rivets!' as though he couldn't believe his ears. Then in a low
voice, 'You... eh?' I don't know why we behaved like lunatics®¥’. I put my finger to the

side of my nose and nodded®*® mysteriously. 'Good for you!' he cried, snapped his



949

fingers®® above his head, lifting one foot. I tried a jig. We capered® on the iron

deck®!. A frightful clatter came out of that hulk®*?, and the virgin forest®> on the other

bank of the creek sent it back in a thundering roll®>* upon the sleeping station®*. It

must have made some of the pilgrims sit up in their hovels®®. A dark figure

obscured”’ the lighted doorway®*® of the manager's hut, vanished, then, a second or

so after®, the doorway itself vanished, too. We stopped, and the silence driven away

by the stamping of our feet’®® flowed back again from the recesses of the land. The

great wall of vegetation, an exuberant®®' and entangled®®® mass of trunks, branches,

leaves, boughs®®, festoons®®, motionless in the moonlight, was like a rioting invasion

965 966

of soundless life, a rolling wave®® of plants, piled up”®, crested”®’, ready to topple

over the creek”®, to sweep every little man of us out of his little existence. And it

moved not. A deadened®® burst of mighty splashes and snorts®’® reached us from

afar®”!, as though an icthyosaurus had been taking a bath of glitter®’ in the great river.

'After all,' said the boiler-maker in a reasonable tone®’3, 'why shouldn't we get the

rivets?' Why not, indeed! I did not know of any reason why we shouldn't. "They'll

come in three weeks,' I said confidently.

VERE:

947. lunatics: X P& EE .

948. nod: xizk.

949. snapped his fingers: T8

950. caper: #iKk; BBk,

951. on the iron deck: &k iR E.

952. hulk: ffi&; fi5e.

953. the virgin forest: JRUGARM

954. in athundering roll: MY IRZED); T A0

955. the sleeping station: JTRE[ A Fyuli; RIR NFHI R Sl o

956. hovel: FJ&;: /M=E.

957. obscure: AT .

958. the lighted doorway: =& KT G TR/ 1.

959. asecond or so after: W, XRHBRFALERERN O 7B ER”, ST CIBER 9T R
Z|” R,

960. the silence driven away by the stamping of our feet: #FA T A IKE T 17 & . drive away &N “j&F
s BRE.

961. exuberant: JRE ;s RN,

962. entangled: ZHZi[]; ashf.



963. bough: KWL ML T

964. festoon: (75 H HEAMMVERD 18R BIFIFEERIAE.

965. arolling wave: FEARIIBIR: WVHEIE. rolling B0 “HRARMI: WXNHM 7.

966. pile up: HERL; AL

967. crest: IEFITH AL TREHGIRIE.

968. topple over the creek: [FIVAILMIE K. topple B4 “C(IAFRD MM BHE) WiE7.
969. deadened: VL[ (&),

970. mighty splashes and snorts: E K Plk7K A RIBEEL R o snort B8 “I8Id & & B PHY™ . W8 /7,
971. reached us from afar: MGz K /B AT £

972. taking a bath of glitter: RV () s #3HAT H G AEBEOGHA T E IR o

973. in areasonable tone: F—FRIE {5 AL /0PSRN 1.

“But they didn't. Instead of rivets there came an invasion, an infliction, a visitation. It
came in sections’’ during the next three weeks, each section headed by a donkey

carrying a white man in new clothes and tan shoes®”, bowing from that elevation right

and left to the impressed®’® pilgrims. A quarrelsome band of*”’ footsore sulky niggers

trod on the heels of the donkey®’®; a lot of tents®”®, camp-stools®®, tin boxes, white

cases, brown bales’®! would be shot down®®? in the courtyard, and the air of mystery

would deepen a little?®® over the muddle®®* of the station. Five such instalments’®

came, with their absurd air of disorderly flight with the loot 0f*®® innumerable outfit

shops and provision stores®®’, that, one would think, they were lugging®®, after a

raid’®, into the wilderness for equitable division®”. It was an inextricable mess of

things decent in themselves but that human folly*®' made look like the spoils of
thieving.
R

974. in sections: —B—B; —Ht—HLIK.

975. tanshoes: FHMGEIIEET; i,

976. impressed: XM RZATENM: TRk EE M.

977. A quarrelsome band of: —#FELMEME . quarrelsome 7EiX LA “Whnbigme ), LHE )\EH 17,
978. trod on the heels of the donkey: IR B fE P47 - trod I A& tread, BN “ERi; D477, onthe
heels of BN “¥BEHE”, heel EH “HIER".

979. tent: JRATIKIZ.

980. stool: F£T-.

981. bale: fu%.

982. be shot down: X HEE “— T M k",

983. the air of mystery would deepen a little: FHFL S FSIRIE T L5



984. muddle: CJaifi) —HHE; &Lk M.

985. instalment: —#t (A,

986. disorderly flight with the loot of: TR A TE & Rk dE . flight TEIXH BN “HEE”, loot BN “I
Fldis WERD”.

987. innumerable outfit shops and provision stores: J&HUIARZE MG AN b5 o outfit 750N “AR3E; TH; % &7,
provision BN “ CHIRITHER ) Bl a7

988. lug: ks HIJifizk.

989. raid: Z&ifi; R%.

990. into the wilderness for equitable division: 2| EfHh B 2243 WEA) .

991. human folly: FRMI&Z “HALE NIEEFE”.

“This devoted band®*? called itself the Eldorado Exploring Expedition, and I believe

993

they were sworn to secrecy”’”>. Their talk, however, was the talk of sordid buccaneers:

it was reckless®* without hardihood®”, greedy®® without audacity®”’, and cruel®®

without courage®®; there was not an atom of foresight or of serious intention in the
whole batch!%? of them, and they did not seem aware these things are wanted for the
work of the world. To tear treasure out of the bowels of the land was their desire, with
no more moral purpose at the back of it than there is in burglars breaking into a safe.

Who paid the expenses'®! of the noble enterprise I don't know; but the uncle of our

manager was leader of that lot!%,

R

992. This devoted band: 1X—#AEH ;T devoted BN “HEN: HREN 7.
993. they were sworn to secrecy: fiifl] (FEER) KERZ,

994. reckless: EIEHI; G RN,

995. hardihood: RI%:; K.

996. greedy: TiEEM.

997. audacity: KHH.

998. cruel: #ZAHI.

999. courage: H; HiE.

1000. batch: —lt C(A).

1001. paid the expenses: {1 %%,

1002. leader of that lot: TRK AL H . lot EIX B RN “— B b7

“In_exterior'’” he resembled a butcher in a poor neighbourhood, and his eyes had a

look of sleepy cunning. He carried his fat paunch!'®* with ostentation'°” on his short

legs, and during the time his gang infested the station spoke to no one but his



nephew!'%%. You could see these two roaming about'"’ all day long with their heads

close together in an everlasting confab.

VERE:

1003. In exterior: MAMNERE .

1004. paunch: AtfiE; KALF.

1005. with ostentation: Ha AN LIY; SZIRZRET.
1006. nephew: 1&£F; 4.

1007. roam about: PYAbIETFE; FIAHCE .

“I had given up'*® worrying myself about the rivets'®”. One's capacity for that kind

of folly is more limited than you would suppose. I said Hang!—and let things slide'*!°.

1011

I had plenty of time for meditation'”"’, and now and then I would give some thought

to Kurtz'%!2, T wasn't very interested in him. No. Still, I was curious to see whether
this man, who had come out equipped with moral ideas of some sort, would climb to

the top after all and how he would set about his work when there.”

VERE:

1008. givenup: 3 Ts AHEE AT .

1009. worrying myself about the rivets: il:[H &8 T BIET )17 7 0 /A1

1010. let things slide: FEXJHEFAMTFT, (FHEARKIE. slide BN “Wdlh; HE”.
1011. meditation: JT&; FAH.

1012. give some thought to Kurtz: AHF|ZE/R¥. give some thought &4 “FHE—T".

“One evening as I was lying flat'’® on the deck of my steamboat, I heard voices

1014

approaching'?'*—and there were the nephew and the uncle strolling along the bank. I

laid my head on my arm again, and had nearly lost myself in a doze'’'5, when

somebody said in my ear, as it were: 'T am as harmless as a little child, but I don't like

to be dictated t0'°'%. Am I the manager—or am I not? I was ordered t0'?'” send him

there. It's incredible.' ... I became aware that the two were standing on the shore!%'®

1019

alongside the forepart'®"” of the steamboat, just below my head. I did not move; it did

not occur to me to move: I was sleepy. 'It is unpleasant,’ grunted!??° the uncle. 'He has



asked the Administration to be sent there,' said the other, 'with the idea of showing

what he could do'??'; and I was instructed accordingly. Look at the influence that man

must have. Is it not frightful?' They both agreed it was frightful, then made several

bizarre remarks'???: 'Make rain and fine weather—one man—the Council—by the

nose'—bits of absurd sentences that got the better of my drowsiness, so that I had

pretty near the whole of my wits about me when the uncle said, 'The climate may do

away with this difficulty'*> for you. Is he alone there?' 'Yes,' answered the manager;
'he sent his assistant down the river with a note to me in these terms!®?*: “Clear this
poor devil out of the country, and don't bother sending more of that sort. I had rather
be alone than have the kind of men you can dispose of!'*>> with me.” It was more than
a year ago. Can you imagine such impudence'**!' 'Anything since then?' asked the
other hoarsely'%”’. 'Ivory, jerked'®”® the nephew; ‘'lots of it—prime
sort'?°—Jots—most annoying, from him.' 'And with that?' questioned the heavy
rumble. 'Invoice,’ was the reply fired out, so to speak. Then silence. They had been

talking about Kurtz.

R

1013. lying flat: H[l lie flat, = N “FHi%E ",

1014. approach: WiHi%EIT.

1015. lost myself in a doze: RRIEMIMIMLEES . doze Bl “HEHE; FTHE”.

1016. be dictated to: A4 Z AL,

1017. was ordered to: =y (fif(5F).

1018. shore: i /T,

1019. forepart: FATHE, X HIRHEM K.

1020. grunt: WRHE; WL, W RS SRR

1021. showing what he could do: Z4% H CLREMY: @R E CFT LU XU RN -

1022. made several bizarre remarks: ¥ | —LEEF R . bizarre BN “A AT AR BEIEME 7
1023. do away with this difficulty: f#PRFEIXAFR; EXATFREE GEXFARIAN) 37,
1024. in these terms: X E N “HHIXLLE”,

1025. dispose of: ‘ZHE; ZER.

1026. impudence: L% HK; AL

1027. hoarsely: M7y, il H-4th .

1028. jerk: X HIEEZ “WLAHITE".

1029. prime sort: X B A[AEfEIE “ RIS WK mEERN7,

“I was broad awake!%? by this time, but, lying perfectly at ease, remained still, having




no inducement!®! to change my position. 'How did that ivory come all this way?'
growled!?? the elder man, who seemed very vexed'%*. The other explained that it had

come with a fleet of canoes!®* in charge of an English half-caste'®® clerk Kurtz had

with him; that Kurtz had apparently!® intended to return'®’ himself, the station being

by that time bare of goods and stores, but after coming three hundred miles, had
suddenly decided to go back, which he started to do alone in a small dugout with four
paddlers, leaving the half-caste to continue down the river with the ivory. The two
fellows there seemed astounded'?*® at anybody attempting such a thing. They were at
a loss for an adequate motive. As to me, I seemed to see Kurtz for the first time. It was

a distinct glimpse'®®: the dugout, four paddling savages, and the lone white man

turning his back suddenly on'®® the headquarters, on relief'®!, on thoughts of

h0m61042

—perhaps; setting his face towards the depths of the wilderness, towards his
empty and desolate station. I did not know the motive. Perhaps he was just simply a
fine fellow who stuck to his work for its own sake. His name, you understand, had not

been pronounced once. He was 'that man.' The half-caste, who, as far as I could see,

had conducted a difficult trip with great prudence and pluck'**, was invariably

alluded to as 'that scoundrel.' The 'scoundrel' had reported that the 'man' had been very
ill—had recovered imperfectly.... The two below me moved away then a few paces,

and strolled back and forth!'* at some little distance. I heard: 'Military

post—doctor—two hundred miles—quite alone now—unavoidable delays—nine

months—no news—strange rumours'®.' They approached again, just as the manager

was saying, 'No one, as far as I know, unless a species of wandering trader!**—a

11047

pestilentia fellow, snapping!®® ivory from the natives." Who was it they were

talking about now? I gathered in snatches'® that this was some man supposed to be

in Kurtz's district'®°, and of whom the manager did not approve. "We will not be free

from unfair competition'®! till one of these fellows is hanged for an example'%?2' he

said. 'Certainly," grunted the other; 'get him hanged! Why not? Anything—anything
can be done in this country. That's what I say; nobody here, you understand, here, can

endanger your position. And why? You stand the climate!®3—you outlast'®** them all.

The danger is in Europe; but there before I left I took care to—' They moved off and



whispered'?%, then their voices rose again. 'The extraordinary series of delays is not
my fault. I did my best.' The fat man sighed. 'Very sad.' 'And the pestiferous!%>®
absurdity'®” of his talk,' continued the other; 'he bothered me enough when he was
here. “Each station should be like a beacon'®® on the road towards better things, a
centre for trade of course, but also for humanizing'®, improving, instructing!%®,”

Conceive you—that ass! And he wants to be manager! No, it's—' Here he got choked

by excessive indignation, and I lifted my head the least bit'%'. T was surprised to see
how near they were—right under me. I could have spat upon their hats. They were

looking on the ground, absorbed in thought'®?. The manager was switching his leg

with a slender twig!%?: his sagacious relative lifted his head. 'You have been well

since you came out this time?' he asked. The other gave a start'®*. "Who? I? Oh! Like
a charm!%—Ilike a charm. But the rest—oh, my goodness! All sick. They die so quick,
too, that I haven't the time to send them out of the country—it's incredible!" '"Hm'm.
Just so,' grunted the uncle. 'Ah! my boy, trust to this—I say, trust to this.' I saw him
extend his short flipper of an arm for a gesture that took in'% the forest, the creek, the

mud, the river—seemed to beckon!®’” with a dishonouring flourish!%® before the

sunlit'®’ face of the land a treacherous appeal'’”® to the lurking!'®’! death, to the

hidden evil, to the profound darkness of its heart. It was so startling!?’? that I leaped to
my feet'””? and looked back at the edge of the forest, as though I had expected an

answer of some sort to that black display of confidence!’*. You know the foolish

notions that come to one sometimes. The high stillness'®’”® confronted these two

1076 1077

figures with its ominous patience'"’®, waiting for the passing away'?’’ of a fantastic

invasion'%8,

R

1030. was broad awake: SE4EEE |- broad AT RERTEA “ MR KHHE” IPRES.

1031. inducement: =4 “iEK; JI¥L”, have noinducement to do B2 “UEDAEEAY (FEFH)”,
1032. growl: /A MIBEE UL TRIR L.

1033. vexed: ‘B[ &M,

1034. afleet of canoes: —FABEAAF. fleet =N “HEEA”, canoe BN “PUAN.

1035. half-caste: (EPRR[FT) VR L.

1036. apparently: #ii; WA LT 5.

1037. intended to return: fTH[E>K. intend BN “4IH; AT,



1038. astounded: FERM; WM.

1039. a distinct glimpse: 1 B B (1) — 1 .

1040. turning his back suddenly on: ZE8RHSL B TF; % G YL dRT 5.

1041. relief: XHEHE “Hprah (R KV &R

1042. thoughts of home: 27%%; B2 215,

1043. with great prudence and pluck: AR KRB <. prudence oA “HEH; {1417, pluck &4 “JH
Wy FHA.

1044. strolled back and forth: i [a¥#i% . back and forth A “SR[alH”, 8L LE DI 5 2 (R AS KL R .
1045. strange rumours: @RS o

1046. a species of wandering trader: ¥ IFIZ i «

1047. pestilential: JEEBUK; TR .

1048. snap: XHLE4E “HE); HOU,

1049. gathered in snatches: MR Z B i (4251). snatch 7EX L E N “ FEX”, in snatches &4 “ I
W8

1050. in Kurtz's district: £ /K%K (AR Zhut) (55X .

1051. be free from unfair competition: 5t AT 1 55 5

1052. is hanged for an example: #{LAELLE AN . BN “R—MH 7.

1053. stand the climate: 45234 AR Sk,

1054. outlast: Lt (HIA) IHfEA.

1055. moved off and whispered: —iliEE, —iUITED G AATE .

1056. pestiferous: LB BEEN.

1057. absurdity: i FEEMFAT.

1058. beacon: fEtrfl; (I,

1059. humanizing: BT APE; Hofk: @A

1060. instructing: 185 #HH.

1061. lifted my head the least bit: Fifi#a 7 — F k.

1062. absorbed in thought: AN T . absorbed &4 “ 4 EER ",

1063. with a slender twig: FJ—HE4H4H AL

1064. gave astart: M} [ —Bk; AAT —MBHE,

1065. Like a charm: R{fAM . charm BN “P 5475 ks 7.

1066. tookin: HAMH; HACH.

1067. beckon: #Mi; 5lif.

1068. with a dishonouring flourish:  F—FiEE 1/ JCHE #5855 F1I81E . dishonouring B8 “HibE#1); %
KL 7

1069. sunlit: FHOGISS .

1070. a treacherous appeal: 5[ Mt . treacherous BN “KE a1 AR 7.
1071. lurking: V&R 1.

1072. startling: & AP

1073. leaped to my feet: — KMz .

1074. that black display of confidence: #i:%/5 & HIIE /R

1075. the high stillness: X AR S AN BIEHT (B,

1076. ominous patience: FIUTULH (F7RFE AFERD e

1077. pass away: i JH%k.

1078. a fantastic invasion: —3Z i UL .



“They swore!'"” aloud together—out of sheer fright'®®, I believe—then pretending

not to know anything of my existence'?®!, turned back to the station. The sun was low;

and leaning forward side by side!'®?, they seemed to be tugging painfully uphill'%®3

their two ridiculous shadows of unequal length!%®*  that trailed behind them'%® slowly

over the tall grass'®® without bending a single blade.

HERE:
1079. swore: swear HIid %z, EIXHEEN “JLHE7,
1080. out of sheer fright: 4k H! T ZA,

1081. pretending not to know anything of my existence: {524 58 A AN KIE AL /FRAE A HL

1082. leaning forward side by side: & FAifi. JEIf/EHL (FERTED. lean X EEN “(HT) MRt
1083. tugging painfully uphill: 1z /73l B#E. tug BN “CH 77 $i; 6, #7

1084. their two ridiculous shadows of unequal length: Al TR 2 AN —REK AV FE AT 22 B 2

1085. trailed behind them: BIEMA 1 5. trail By “Hi; F27

1086. slowly over the tall grass: & i & = I E M o

“In a few days the Eldorado Expedition went into the patient wilderness, that closed

upon it as the sea closes over a diver. Long afterwards the news came that'%7 all the

donkeys were dead. I know nothing as to the fate of the less valuable animals. They,
no doubt, like the rest of us, found what they deserved. I did not inquire!*®. I was then

rather excited at the prospect of'® meeting Kurtz very soon. When I say very soon I

mean it comparatively'®. It was just two months from the day we left the creek when
we came to the bank below Kurtz's station.

HERE:

1087. the news came that: &K T B,

1088. inquire: ; W,

1089. excited at the prospect of: —AHFKE (WL BN /R BRI R ¥Z) - at the prospect of &y “THIX ] +- -+

FIRTS, — AR R B RETE
1090. comparatively: ELEHL; AHX b .

“Going up that river was like traveling back to the earliest beginnings of the world,
when vegetation rioted'®' on the earth and the big trees were kings. An empty stream,

a great silence, an impenetrable forest. The air was warm, thick, heavy, sluggish.



There was no joy in the brilliance of sunshine!'%?. The long stretches of the waterway

ran on, deserted, into the gloom of overshadowed distances!*®. On silvery

sand-banks'®* hippos and alligators'®’ sunned themselves!®® side by side. The

broadening waters flowed through a mob of'®” wooded islands; you lost your way on

that river as you would in a desert'®®, and butted'’” all day long against shoals!'%,

trying to find the channel''’!, till you thought yourself bewitched''%? and cut off for
ever from everything you had known once—somewhere—far away—in another
existence perhaps. There were moments when one's past came back to one, as it will

sometimes when you have not a moment to spare for yourself''%; but it came in the

shape of an unrestful and noisy dream'!%, remembered with wonder''*> amongst the

overwhelming realities of this strange world of plants, and water, and silence'!%. And

this stillness of life did not in the least resemble a peace. It was the stillness of an
implacable force brooding over an inscrutable intention. It looked at you with a
vengeful aspect. I got used to it afterwards; I did not see it any more; I had no time. I
had to keep guessing at the channel; I had to discern!!”’, mostly by inspiration'!'%¥, the
signs of hidden banks!'%; T watched for sunken stones''; I was learning to clap my

teeth smartly before my heart flew out, when I shaved by a fluke some infernal sly old

snag!''!! that would have ripped the life out of the tin-pot steamboat and drowned''?
all the pilgrims; I had to keep a lookout''"* for the signs of dead wood we could cut up

in the night for next day's steaming!!''*, When you have to attend to things of that

sort!!'!3, to the mere incidents of the surface, the reality—the reality, I tell you—fades.
The inner truth is hidden—luckily, luckily. But I felt it all the same; I felt often its
mysterious stillness watching me at my monkey tricks, just as it watches you fellows

performing on your respective tight-ropes for—what is it? half-a-crown a tumble—"

VR
1091. riot: X HJE “HFL; WAL AT HCRIE S, B4R C(E) THREEEAL”, Ol B KIS AR
&7’

1092. There was no joy in the brilliance of sunshine: B N“EZI HUFBHIR T, L T4 A BRIEASIE #/ 248 7,
1093. into the gloom of overshadowed distances: 7t & AR A iz ) S 5 2 3

1094. silvery sand-banks: #36 AN VD 5 o

1095. alligator: ZGWfi; #5fa,



1096. sunned themselves: HAPRH; I HG#. sun 7EX BAEZNIT, [F bask.

1097. amobof: —Kif; B%; L. mob B “OLfaRRALID AFE,

1098. lost your way on that river as you would in a desert: 5¢ %202 “lost your way on that river as you would
lost your way in a desert”, X HUEULIERIGLAZE R 2T, ALK ETTR, FABIHE, XHHE/EET
T BRI —FE

1099. butt: T b i b o X HE B T ARE/KIE RGO, 2% 2 M b b A sl e ORI A i v 1 XU D o
1100. shoal: ;Y.

1101. the channel: X RARMLRHIKMIIE; FHUE . BARIIRHE, SHRKMITE AR A0, e £ i 2
IRFERISE, AIRecfielik, PIAessfilil, WrlResid bimim, S22,

1102. bewitched: H{BEVER(E 75 #A T

1103. have not a moment to spare for yourself: CIT-73) FiAH — i LB 4 H S IR H . spare 7EIX BN “ Il
H, SEH T, SRS,

1104. came in the shape of an unrestful and noisy dream: (il Z:[{iiZ2/45 ) PL—FRhPriEmize . A s
TEAHMAEAR LT RIOI . WU, RIEARER, SRR - SAHN .

1105. with wonder: 7 FLEVFR; (BUR) BiFsts (AR .

1106. the overwhelming realities of this strange world of plants, and water, and silence: 7EIX/ MK, o] 7K A
B AN AT AR ) w AL SE O, — S8 R Z I s AR IR AR 03k

1107. discern: CEMEHBERSS JyHh) B WwZEH: 2HiH.

1108. by inspiration: JHL RIK; KFEE .

1109. hidden banks: F&E R Ao X BARM S “H5 % I E T AT 7 IR,

1110. sunken stones: ETEK T IHEL .

1111. shaved by a fluke some infernal sly old snag: 1E# 157 /& “shaved some infernal sly old snag by a fluke”,
EEE OB TR, ST A TR G I 7. shave TEIX LR “Hd; B
L7, byafluke BN “HEFEHL”, infernal BN “HUBEBERIN; wIMER”, sly BN “IMH; WVEM”, X
HRTEARERRE (EeEfEa) “MH R, 2 ABANEDT. snag B “RH: BEY7.

1112. drown: 4.

1113. keep a lookout: — ELZ it PYAbWIEE ($ 20T LU SRe KIPIASE)

1114. steaming: FEEANT DL AEZRVR (g VAR SEZR VAR EENTAT 3 ).

1115. attend to things of that sort: 2=F|Co AR KX AT AP LLE F . attend to BN “I%iE; AbFEL”,

“Try to be civil, Marlow,” growled a voice, and I knew there was at least one listener

awake besides myself.

“I beg your pardon. I forgot the heartache which makes up the rest of the price. And
indeed what does the price matter, if the trick be well done? You do your tricks very

well. And I didn't do badly either, since I managed not to sink that steamboat!!'® on

my first trip. It's a wonder'!"” to me yet. Imagine a blindfolded man set to drive a van

over a bad road. I sweated and shivered!!'® over that business''"” considerably, I can

tell you. After all, for a seaman, to scrape!!'?’ the bottom of the thing that's supposed to



1122

float all the time!'?! under his care!'?? is the unpardonable sin''?*. No one may know

of it, but you never forget the thump—eh? A blow on the very heart''**. You

remember it, you dream of it, you wake up at night and think of it—years after—and

go hot and cold all over''?>. T don't pretend to say that steamboat floated all the time.

More than once she had to wade for a bit''?6, with twenty cannibals splashing

around''?” and pushing. We had enlisted!'?® some of these chaps on the way for a
crew!'?. Fine fellows—cannibals—in their place''*°. They were men one could work
with, and I am grateful''3! to them. And, after all, they did not eat each other before

my face: they had brought along a provision of hippo-meat'!*?> which went rotten''?,

and made the mystery of the wilderness stink in my nostrils!'**. Phoo!'?! T can

sniff''*¢ it now. I had the manager on board and three or four pilgrims with their
staves—all complete. Sometimes we came upon a station close by the bank, clinging

to the skirts of the unknown!'?’, and the white men rushing out of a tumble-down

1139

hovel''®, with great gestures of joy and surprise and welcome''®®, seemed very

strange—had the appearance of being held there captive!'*’ by a spell. The word ivory

would ring in the air for a while—and on we went again into the silence, along empty

142 of our winding''** way,

reaches, round the still bends''*!, between the high walls
reverberating in hollow claps the ponderous beat of the stern-wheel. Trees, trees,
millions of trees, massive, immense, running up high; and at their foot, hugging the

bank!!** against the stream!!*, crept!!*® the little begrimed steamboat, like a sluggish

beetle crawling on the floor of a lofty portico. It made you feel very small, very lost,
and yet it was not altogether depressing, that feeling. After all, if you were small, the
grimy beetle crawled on—which was just what you wanted it to do. Where the
pilgrims imagined it crawled to I don't know. To some place where they expected to
get something. I bet''%”! For me it crawled towards Kurtz—exclusively'!'*%; but when
the steam-pipes'!#’ started leaking we crawled very slow. The reaches opened before
us and closed behind, as if the forest had stepped leisurely across the water to bar the

way for our return''>°, We penetrated''>' deeper and deeper into the heart of darkness.

It was very quiet there. At night sometimes the roll of drums!!*? behind the curtain of

1153 1155

trees

would run up the river and remain sustained'!'** faintly''>>, as if hovering in



the air high over our heads'!*®, till the first break of day''®’. Whether it meant war,

peace, or prayer''® we could not tell. The dawns''”® were heralded''®® by the

t1161

descen of a chill stillness; the wood-cutters slept, their fires burned low!''®?; the

1163 1164

snapping!!'% of a twig!'** would make you start''®>. We were wanderers''®® on a

prehistoric earth!'%’, on an earth that wore the aspect of an unknown planet. We could

have fancied ourselves the first of men taking possession of an accursed inheritance,
to be subdued at the cost of profound anguish and of excessive toil. But suddenly, as
we struggled round a bend, there would be a glimpse of rush walls'!%®, of peaked''®

grass-roofs, a burst of yells, a whirl of black limbs''”’, a mass of hands clapping of

1172

feet stamping, of bodies swaying!'!’!, of eyes rolling!'7?, under the droop of heavy and

motionless foliage!!'”’. The steamer toiled along slowly on the edge of a black and

1175

incomprehensible frenzy!!’*. The prehistoric man was cursing'!’> us, praying to us,

welcoming us—who could tell? We were cut off from the comprehension of our
surroundings; we glided past like phantoms, wondering and secretly appalled, as sane
men would be before an enthusiastic outbreak in a madhouse. We could not
understand because we were too far and could not remember because we were
travelling in the night of first ages, of those ages that are gone, leaving hardly a

sign—and no memories.

VERE:

1116. sink that steamboat: BRI -

1117. awonder: — /AT,

1118. shiver: &Kl Hifl.

1119. that business: ARfFEE. FR P& & AERIR TR 22 TR AR

1120. scrape: #175; K.

1121. the thing that's supposed to float all the time: AS/NASN % — EEAEK EIBLE L. FRITZVM.
1122. under his care: R EARIIEE /HRAET .

1123. the unpardonable sin: ANAJ A IELT .

1124. A blow on the very heart: (H§— 7 [R5 B CIEF A1 —Id E 2,

1125. go hot and cold all over: VEE A —[EA—FE, FRI2 N BT OB 3 K 7 A (R 3 52 2%

1126. wade for a bit: X B R EUE BT EE, ARG ) LEEEEKE B, g iic
ST AKKERTCENAT T, FHEAEAMEREE B, REIZRKIX . wade BN “WoK; #E7K: XEMEMATHE”.
1127. splashing around: 7E (HFf) & Bl KAE .

1128. enlist: Ui fEIIA.

1129. crew: XHFRMZE “—HMH: —4HKF.



1130. in their place: CEAARAT) & HIL, HRENE ST AT P AL

1131. grateful: BT,

1132. a provision of hippo-meat: 4{E ¥ A .

1133. wentrotten: JEAER T .

1134. made the mystery of the wilderness stink in my nostrils: X B EERAER S5, B IGCIIRT 5 AL I S50 {8
T ET AR U A AR B T R B R

1135. Phoo: MhPk,

1136. sniff: (HET) A W X R PSE —REMI 5, 5 Estir & T3] T SR,
1137. clinging to the skirts of the unknown: SIG7E— 7 ARFNHHT 1384 . cling to BN “BREIUE”, the skirts
BN CIUGHIX; ZBIX .

1138. rushing out of a tumble-down hovel: MFEFEAKEA S HE BATFFHOK . tumble-down =28 “HRFZEEA
s EKHEIER 7.

1139. great gestures of joy and surprise and welcome: KITFH, R = FURI,
1140. being held there captive: #4AFFEIET -

1141. the still bends: “FEFIITE

1142. the high walls: =&ML walls 48 102 ] 18 P 2 OB L o

1143. winding: Il WIEER.

1144. hugging the bank: 'ZN5E Fil. hug BN “HEEI(E; B4 BR7

1145. against the stream: W 7KL, X H2E “WRIMN L7 MR,

1146. crept: creep it %k, BN “HEICT”.

1147. I bet: HETIE CHERZXF.

1148. exclusively: Fitb ZM6T5 A .

1149. steam-pipes: ZE7EIE.

1150. bar the way for our return: 443 T FRATH T

1151. penetrate: ZFi%; R AN.

1152. the roll of drums: FEFEM LA RELEMEE .

1153. the curtain of trees: B A1 5 e /MfE 5% .

1154. remain sustained: AW ZARE.

1155. faintly: f{55Hs.

1156. hovering in the air high over our heads: 7EATSk TR Ry 2s EEALHE ([al#).,
1157. the first break of day: fe)GHkIBE; & —Z80E,

1158. prayer: #7#5; #rtFial; HriEAC.

1159. dawn: #iR; B,

1160. herald: TR« (¥R o

1161. descent: FK; Ffllfi.

1162. burned low: KIEBKERAT, PREMK T

1163. snapping: (BUEZHTIBTIYD TEMATS .

1164. twig: /MfEL.

1165. make you start: MF—Bk; (A EFERT) — F I,

1166. wanderer: iR

1167. a prehistoric earth: S RTHLER,

1168. rush walls: T /Lo HEHURFI 4 o

1169. peaked: ZRZRM1; RE&M.

1170. a whirl of black limbs: & (I RAATE e . X BT A BAA TSR 2B R 1o



1171. sway: #%5%; #3).

1172. roll: (IRER) #30.

1173. the droop of heavy and motionless foliage: F# i KIEE KB . droop BN “IE[; KiE”, foliage &
NI K.

1174. a black and incomprehensible frenzy: AN AJ JECAEEL I 22 6 N o

1175. curse: HYL; JHL.

“The earth seemed unearthly''’®. We are accustomed to!'”” look upon the shackled

form of a conquered monster, but there—there you could look at a thing monstrous

and free''’8. It was unearthly, and the men were—No, they were not inhuman''”. Well,
you know, that was the worst of it—this suspicion of their not being inhuman. It

181 "and made horrid

would come slowly to one. They howled''®" and leaped, and spun
faces!!?; but what thrilled you!'®3 was just the thought of their humanity—Ilike
yours—the thought of your remote kinship with this wild and passionate uproar. Ugly.

Yes, it was ugly enough; but if you were man enough'"®** you would admit to

yourself'®’ that there was in you'!!8¢ just the faintest trace of a response to the terrible

1187

frankness of that noise''®’, a dim suspicion of there being a meaning in it which

1188

you—you so remote from the night of first ages''®®—could comprehend''®. And why

not? The mind of man is capable of anything—because everything is in it''*°, all the

past as well as all the future. What was there after all? Joy, fear, sorrow!'!"!,

devotion'®?, valour!'?, rage''"**—who can tell?>—but!'®> truth—truth stripped of its

cloak of time. Let the fool gape and shudder—the man knows, and can look on
without a wink. But he must at least be as much of a man as these on the shore. He
must meet that truth with his own true stuff—with his own inborn strength. Principles

won't do. Acquisitions, clothes, pretty rags''”>—rags that would fly off at the first

good shake''”’. No; you want a deliberate belief!!'”s. An appeal to me in this fiendish

row—is there? Very well; I hear; I admit, but I have a voice, too, and for good or evil

mine is the speech that cannot be silenced. Of course, a fool, what with sheer fright

and fine sentiments'!®, is always safe'?*. Who's that grunting? You wonder I didn't go

ashore for a howl and a dance!?’!'? Well, no—I didn't. Fine sentiments, you say? Fine

sentiments, be hanged! I had no time. I had to mess about with white-lead and strips




of woolen blanket'??? helping to put bandages on those leaky steam-pipes!?®—I tell

1204

you. I had to watch the steering'?**, and circumvent those snags'?%, and get the tin-pot

along!?%® by hook or by crook'?”’. There was surface-truth enough in these things to

save a wiser man'?®, And between whiles'?” I had to look after the savage who was

fireman'?'°. He was an improved specimen; he could fire up a vertical boiler'?!'. He

1212

was there below me, and, upon my word, to look at him was as edifying'*'* as seeing

a dog in a parody of breeches and a feather hat!?'3, walking on his hind-legs'?'4. A few
months of training had done for that really fine chap. He squinted at'?!> the

1216

steam-gauge and at the water-gauge'?’” with an evident effort of

intrepidity'?'®*—and he had filed teeth!?'?, too, the poor devil, and the wool of his

1220 1221 1222

shaved into queer'**' patterns, and three ornamental scars'“** on each of his

pate

cheeks. He ought to have been clapping his hands and stamping his feet on the bank,

instead of which he was hard at work, a thrall to strange witchcraft, full of improving

1223

knowledge'?*}. He was useful because he had been instructed'??*; and what he knew

was this—that should the water in that transparent thing'?*> disappear, the evil spirit

inside the boiler would get angry through the greatness of his thirst'??, and take a

terrible vengeance'??’. So he sweated and fired up and watched the glass fearfully!??®

(with an impromptu charm'??°, made of rags, tied to his arm, and a piece of polished

bone'?*, as big as a watch, stuck flatways through his lower lip!?}!), while the wooded

banks slipped!?*? past us slowly, the short noise was left behind, the interminable

1233___

miles of silence and we crept on'?*, towards Kurtz. But the snags were thick'?%,

1236

the water was treacherous'>¢ and shallow'??’, the boiler seemed indeed to have a

sulky devil in it, and thus neither that fireman nor I had any time to peer into our

creepy thoughts.

VERE:

1176. unearthly: PRUEEATHY; MR AERHEPTA R,

1177. are accustomed to: IR T, —MIR A 85 5) 417 (be accustomed to sth/doing sth). X B[]
“are accustomed to look upon” I HERAEH 1R, BE AT WK .

1178. a thing monstrous and free: HF4EEYI. HHEBHERFEY (L),

1179. inhuman: BFE); EATER.

1180. howl: WFUE; WY,



1181. spun: spin [Fid %3, EXEEN B,

1182. made horrid faces: it A1 FL A .

1183. thrilled you: 1E{RIEF| D% /#5) .

1184. if you were man enough: WIRARE G PN T BEE “URIR R ERA HSIE7,

1185. admit to yourself: 5 H W0 B a2 &A .

1186. there was inyou: PRI LS EH Cof FHEMSRER R ILIE ),

1187. the faintest trace of a response to the terrible frankness of that noise: % H 7c FT il S ) B 25 1 %3 1) —
225055 LN

1188. so remote from the night of first ages: i 2 611t 22 ) (1) BB HAC 4t g i .

1189. comprehend: Ff; 4fE.

1190. everythingisinit: ‘B4R LLEAN Y. it 7TEX HIEME “ A4 (the mind of man)”,

1191. sorrow: FH%; AKX,

1192. devotion: F%; MLUH; L.

1193. valour: NI5; 5.

1194. rage: B, JERL,

1195. but: BT CEYD): MEMEAH CGE¥).

1196. pretty rags: BMIEZE AL . XA)EHS TIEE, HEHERATHEE “Acquisitions and clothes are pretty
rags”. rag BN “HiA; PEATY, rags BON CHEAIEAZ”, X R FSRICMIAE M . R ME M ARV
1197. fly off at the first good shake: HZE] Jj—F} il 2B X KL

1198. a deliberate belief: —MZid TR BAEME &,

1199. with sheer fright and fine sentiments: JH /N E5 11 X S ARG 2

1200. safe: Z4ff. XHEEE “AMEEmA S S AU S YT,

1201. go ashore for a howl and a dance: HIF|F ., 5.,

1202. mess about with white-lead and strips of woolen blanket: K3 I [A] 16 2 2 42 5% BV AN E B TE T
iR K% LT .

1203. put bandages on those leaky steam-pipes: {3 A 4L 25V 1. bandage BN “Yllr; 4har 7.
1204. watch the steering: JCVEfiIA]; B S, steering BN “EHL: R,

1205. circumvent those snags: EEF OKELP)) WEHE. circumvent B8 “%éid; BhibE”,

1206. get the tin-pot along: iliX /M & T REAERTIT

1207. by hook or by crook: R Ip%: REFETFE.

1208. save a wiser man: (ZEFRH X0 RAANEIRG N2 AMHMA. save TEX BN “BF T,
MAE (AR,

1209. between whiles: ANEfHh; BERE—2)L; AN

1210. fireman: Kk T A; &lH.

1211. fire up a vertical boiler: #337 SR IPAREERE K o

1212. edifying: A NJRI; PG EERN . XEMZEE “SNKIFIRIM; N5,

1213. in a parody of breeches and a feather hat: %% 5. #35 P EIE TIHIEENEFE T ZEFET . breeches
RO Mk (R B BRI 7

1214. hind-legs: 5.

1215. squinted at: BKEIRE; AHRE . X HERBEE ABKE R AIE KERFET .

1216. steam-gauge: #%V5IE IR

1217. water-gauge: /Kf7fin~#.

1218. an evident effort of intrepidity: ALFHEHT; L B . intrepidity BN “Tofd; BEL.

1219. filed teeth: #JJHEIL T V. AR 04T H0 8 G B4R 1) 2467



1220. pate: k; 4.

1221. queer: &EEMI; BN

1222. ornamental scars: FI{EZEIMFIENR . ornamental BN “HEMHMERT; MOSZEM 7.

1223. improving knowledge: JGiEfF AT,

1224. been instructed: #IZRiT; LR 7 HIH,

1225. that transparent thing: H/NMZEM IR L. RGN LKA fRRE .

1226. through the greatness of his thirst: T ¥ XENiT. the greatness FSRFEIE NBFEE 2 .
1227. take a terrible vengeance: HEATH[IHIRE . vengeance BN “E; EL”.

1228. fearfully: FEIHL; AL,

1229. an impromptu charm: GBS & 57 . impromptu BN “BIME; IGE 7,

1230. polished bone: EE#3 G E k.

1231. stuck flatways through his lower lip: Pl 2 b A 1) R BE S .

1232. slip: #i17T; Wids

1233. the interminable miles of silence: (R X&) Jo75 LIS FIRFHIEFE o

1234. crepton: [FHI€ZE . on FEIX LA —FIANKT A HT . AT RE L E 0

1235. thick: JimE “JER): MR RER”, ZXEIRRZ/KERNERY) “CBORMZ , BORBEE .
1236. treacherous: M5k f& ).

1237. shallow: %M.

“Some fifty miles below the Inner Station'?*® we came upon a hut of reeds'?*’, an

inclined and melancholy pole, with the unrecognizable tatters'>* of what had been a

1241

flag of some sort flying from it, and a neatly stacked wood-pile'**'. This was

unexpected. We came to the bank, and on the stack of firewood found a flat piece of

board'?*? with some faded pencil-writing!*** on it. When deciphered'?** it said: "Wood

for you. Hurry up. Approach cautiously!*¥." There was a signature!?*6, but it was
illegible!**’—not Kurtz—a much longer word. 'Hurry up." Where? Up the river?

'Approach cautiously." We had not done so. But the warning could not have been
meant for the place where it could be only found after approach. Something was
wrong above. But what—and how much? That was the question. We commented
adversely upon the imbecility'?*® of that telegraphic'?*® style. The bush around said

nothing, and would not let us look very far, either. A torn curtain of red twill'>>* hung

in the doorway of the hut, and flapped sadly in our faces. The dwelling was
dismantled'?*!; but we could see a white man had lived there not very long ago. There

remained a rude!?*? table—a plank on two posts'?>3; a heap of rubbish'?>* reposed!?>

in a dark corner, and by the door I picked up a book. It had lost its covers, and the



pages had been thumbed'**® into a state of extremely dirty softness'?’; but the back

had been lovingly stitched afresh!?>® with white cotton thread, which looked clean yet.
It was an extraordinary find. Its title was, An Inquiry into some Points of Seamanship,
by a man Towser, Towson—some such name—Master in his Majesty's Navy. The

matter looked dreary reading'?° enough, with illustrative diagrams'?** and repulsive

1261 1262

tables of figures'<°!, and the copy'“** was sixty years old. I handled this amazing

antiquity'?®® with the greatest possible tenderness'?%*, lest!'?% it should dissolve!?%° in

my hands. Within, Towson or Towser was inquiring earnestly into the breaking
strain'?’ of ships' chains and tackle'’®®, and other such matters. Not a very

enthralling'?®® book; but at the first glance you could see there a singleness of

intention'?”?, an honest concern'?”! for the right way of going to work, which made

1273

these humble!?’?> pages, thought out so many years ago, luminous'?’? with another

than'?’* a professional light'?’>. The simple old sailor, with his talk of chains and

purchases'?’, made me forget the jungle and the pilgrims in a delicious sensation'?’’

of having come upon something unmistakably real. Such a book being there was
wonderful enough; but still more astounding were the notes pencilled!?’® in the

margin'?’’, and plainly referring to the text'?*°. I couldn't believe my eyes! They were

in cipher!?®!! Yes, it looked like cipher. Fancy a man lugging with him a book'?%? of

that description into this nowhere'?®} and studying it—and making notes—in cipher at

that! It was an extravagant mystery!2%.

VERE:

1238. the Inner Station: #5172 2 /R K (1) A i 52 2 3k o

1239. a hut of reeds: —[A]HF L KIKI/DNE

1240. the unrecognizable tatters: JLZETCiEHEA RSN ATEAT 5% - tatter BN “TEAT 7, tatters N “WA R
AT 27

1241. a neatly stacked wood-pile: —HEMD IS AL S HIARLE

1242. aflat piece of board: —H-FEE KA /A Z/ AR .

1243. faded pencil-writing: LM T FIEYE T2

1244. decipher: H{&; #Hk.

1245. Approach cautiously: /NOEHISELT . & —Mrfiif), BN “REIRBE L7,
1246. signature: &4,

1247. illegible: MELAHFINM); FEBOHIN

1248. imbecility: BIEMIT A FIEE.



1249. telegraphic: HLHRM; FEARMATI; WM.

1250. Atorn curtain of red twill: — 258 T INZLEA RIS THE T twill B2 “RIEUAG 7.

1251. dismantled: BAFEl 7. KR RERATEE T ROEJVFHRT T, S22 —BIRM mRE 1.
1252. rude: X HUFREE MRS IR 7.

1253. a plank on two posts: PIHAE 7335 — Bk, tatfe — IR MIFATIK 5 1.

1254. a heap of rubbish: —HEbi I —HER L. X BN AZRFHEA W LR GEFFRD Yk .

1255. reposed: RS ZE; MEE—FLEIPREF.

1256. been thumbed: (F54%) #EEIE. thumb B4 “ FHIRHEEIZ) 7.

1257. a state of extremely dirty softness: —Fft (IS JE5 2. WEBMAPIRE.

1258. been lovingly stitched afresh: #% A3 8 SZ HE M BT — 3.

1259. dreary reading: C(HI T El R R) LA RIR KL

1260. illustrative diagrams: UiBATEIFAE: JRELE: EIff. illustrative RCH “TEGHIEFN, MEMEN: EIME
i, 7.

1261. repulsive tables of figures: 4 NAEFLIELT A . repulsive =R “HEFI; FHEM; S NEMAERLNK .
1262. the copy: XA XARA,

1263. antiquity: H#; W

1264. with the greatest possible tenderness: /R /N0, tenderness BN “UHLFT; /N7,

1265. lest: LAf; MEZL,

1266. dissolve: VAfif; filfds Wk,

1267. the breaking strain: IR+ 77, Fhrhi /1.

1268. tackle: (MEZEMMI) KA W,

1269. enthralling: & AM; SIANIER.

1270. asingleness of intention: & EIRH4l; H ARG

1271. an honest concern: FELINMIFY); HEWE.

1272. humble: HEHL[; fRIRAKT; AEIRE

1273. luminous: WI5Tf; MR R

1274. another than: X BAEA L5 W, A EEAE nothing but B3 no other than [ .,

1275. a professional light: H T3 TV R S HOGRE (& NER#D .

1276. purchase: (BEZEYM)) Wi (BFRBEEED.

1277. in a delicious sensation: YR TE—Fhifit S G2 o

1278. pencilled: H4%ES TN,

1279. margin: JUAZ FIAL.

1280. plainly referring to the text: AN R T AEA XML plainly BN “BIEM; RIRM7, referto BA
CHRAG A

1281. in cipher: FI%05 (5. cipher B8 “#0%; %", #i3CH 1 decipher WIEA “RITF %00 #E1% 7.
1282. a man lugging with him a book: — Ml & & — A PN . lug BOA “H; F7, XBIRAYZ “4BHE 7.
1283. nowhere: oA L2 .

1284. an extravagant mystery: AN i¥; KT IE. extravagant BN “FEN; AVISLbRE”, H “oiE
X7 R S RN TR

“I had been dimly aware'?® for some time of a worrying noise, and when I lifted my

1286

eyes [ saw the wood-pile was gone, and the manager, aided by'“** all the pilgrims, was



shouting at me from the riverside. I slipped the book into my pocket. I assure you to

1287

leave off reading'*®” was like tearing myself away from the shelter of an old and solid

friendship.

R

1285. been dimly aware: [RZjZ iR,
1286. aided by: 7ER AKIFHL T
1287. leave off reading: ST PAFIEL,

“l started the lame!’®® engine ahead. 'It must be this miserable trader—this
intruder'?®,' exclaimed the manager, looking back malevolently'> at the place we
had left. 'He must be English,' I said. 'It will not save him from getting into trouble if
he is not careful,' muttered the manager darkly. I observed with assumed innocence
that no man was safe from trouble in this world.

TERE:

1288. lame: JEI¥; ZZH.

1289. intruder: EAN#H; AHZ K.
1290. malevolently: F&iii %=1,

“The current was more rapid now, the steamer seemed at her last gasp'?!, the

1292

stern-wheel flopped languidly'<*, and I caught myself listening on tiptoe for the next

beat of the boat, for in sober truth!'?* I expected the wretched thing!'?** to give up!?®

1296

every moment. It was like watching the last flickers of a life'~°. But still we crawled.

1297 a tree a little way ahead to measure our progress

Sometimes I would pick out
towards Kurtz by, but I lost it invariably'>*® before we got abreast'?”®. To keep the
eyes so long on one thing was too much for human patience. The manager displayed a

beautiful resignation. I fretted'3% and fumed'®' and took to arguing with myself!3?

whether or no I would talk openly with Kurtz; but before I could come to any
conclusion it occurred to me that my speech or my silence, indeed any action of mine,
would be a mere futility'*%. What did it matter what any one knew or ignored? What

did it matter who was manager? One gets sometimes such a flash of insight!'3%. The

essentials of this affair lay deep under the surface, beyond my reach, and beyond my



power of meddling.

R

1291. seemed at her last gasp: ¥FEL M i/ — A T FHROCEERE—LE T gasp BN “Mi < {84
K

1292. flopped languidly: AL MIAITHE OKIED. flop BN “FNEVE T, languidly BN “JEfEHL”,
1293. in sober truth: i5ZiE. sober MoN “THEEMT; M2l 7,

1294. the wretched thing: XANAI A HIZ K.

1295. give up: SEER: #k.

1296. the last flickers of a life: “Edfnf)a—E NG, B “BEDGIRIR”. flicker BN “CIME, J6lD MR,
PR

1297. pick out: Pkiik; &,

1298. invariably: &2,

1299. got abreast: #| CGEF AP AT AT, abreast B N “IFJE; HR_L; #EF”.

1300. fret: Jiifis AR fREE.

1301. fume: 41 (243 BEM.

1302. took to arguing with myself: FIR7E-OEFH 418

1303. a mere futility: SEAFEITH Y. futility B8 “TCH; 1#E57 7.

1304. aflash of insight: RY&—[A, > ZEHIF.

“Towards the evening of the second day we judged ourselves about eight miles from

Kurtz's station. I wanted to push on'3%; but the manager looked grave'3%, and told me

1307

the navigation'3” up there was so dangerous that it would be advisable'**® the sun

1309

being very low!3? already, to wait where we were!3!° till next morning. Moreover, he

pointed out that if the warning to approach cautiously were to be followed, we must
approach in daylight'3!'—not at dusk!*'?> or in the dark'*'3. This was sensible'*'*
enough. Eight miles meant nearly three hours' steaming'?!> for us, and I could also see
suspicious ripples at the upper end of the reach. Nevertheless, I was annoyed beyond
expression!3'® at the delay, and most unreasonably!*!”, too, since one night more could
not matter much after so many months. As we had plenty of wood, and caution was
the word, I brought up'*'® in the middle of the stream. The reach was narrow, straight,

with high sides like a railway cutting'3!°. The dusk came gliding into it long before the

1321

sun had set. The current ran smooth and swift'*?°, but a dumb immobility!3?! sat on the

1322

banks. The living trees, lashed together by the creepers'"** and every living bush of

1323

the undergrowth, might have been changed into stone'’*, even to the slenderest twig,



to the lightest leaf. It was not sleep—it seemed unnatural, like a state of trance'3?*.

Not the faintest sound of any kind could be heard. You looked on amazed, and began
to suspect yourself of being deaf—then the night came suddenly, and struck you blind

as well. About three in the morning'*?® some large fish leaped, and the loud splash

made me jump as though a gun had been fired. When the sun rose there was a white

1326 yvery warm and clammy'*?’, and more blinding than the night. It did not shift

fog
or drive; it was just there, standing all round you like something solid. At eight or nine,
perhaps, it lifted as a shutter!3?® lifts. We had a glimpse of the towering multitude of
trees, of the immense matted jungle, with the blazing little ball of the sun hanging

over it—all perfectly still—and then the white shutter came down again, smoothly, as

if sliding in greased grooves'*?. I ordered the chain, which we had begun to heave in,

to be paid out again. Before it stopped running with a muffled rattle, a cry, a very loud
cry, as of infinite desolation, soared slowly in the opaque!3? air. It ceased!*!. A

complaining clamour'*?, modulated'3*? in savage discords'***, filled our ears. The

sheer unexpectedness of it made my hair stir!*3> under my cap. I don't know how it

struck the others: to me it seemed as though the mist itself had screamed, so suddenly,

and apparently from all sides at once'*®, did this tumultuous'*’ and mournful'3**

uproar arise. It culminated'*’ in a hurried outbreak!34° of almost intolerably excessive

1341

shrieking'3*!, which stopped short'**’, leaving us stiffened in a variety of silly

attitudes, and obstinately'3* listening to the nearly as appalling and excessive silence.
'Good God! What is the meaning—' stammered'*** at my elbow one of the

1346

pilgrims—a little fat man, with sandy'** hair and red whiskers'**, who wore

sidespring'3*” boots'3*¥, and pink pyjamas'**° tucked'**° into his socks. Two others

remained open-mouthed'**' a while minute, then dashed into'*>? the little cabin, to

1354

rush out!3* incontinently!3** and stand darting scared glances!3*, with Winchesters at

'ready' in their hands. What we could see was just the steamer we were on, her

outlines'** blurred!*’ as though she had been on the point of dissolving, and a misty

1358

strip of water'>~®, perhaps two feet broad, around her—and that was all. The rest of the

world was nowhere, as far as our eyes and ears were concerned. Just nowhere. Gone,

disappeared; swept off'3*° without leaving a whisper or a shadow behind!*¢°.



R
1305.
1306.
1307.
1308.
1309.
1310.
1311.
1312.
1313.
1314.
1315.
1316.
1317.
1318.
1319.
1320.
1321.
1322.

push on: ZkEERTHE; UG ]2 .

looked grave: & ™l .

navigation: Fi{T-

advisable: B[],

the sun being very low: R~ &4 BT R .

wait where we were: JGUHIE N45E4F.

in daylight: £k

at dusk: 3% BT 47

in the dark: 7ESE7 L.

sensible: FE): SIEAHEM.

steaming: MiE 287K, X BRI 2R IIAIT .

beyond expression: MELLEZE: FRoRHERHE KB SZ I0iE S RIS .
unreasonably: ANAEFEHL; AR,

bring up: X BRI “UETOR”.

a railway cutting: #:F% PR,

swift: IR PR

a dumb immobility: BEE A, WAL

lashed together by the creepers: i i & i 45— 2. lash £EIX HLE N “Hl4R; 4845”7, creeper E N “2

Gt 7

1323.
1324.
1325.
1326.
1327.
1328.
1329.
1330.
1331.
1332.
1333.
1334.
1335.
1336.
1337.
1338.
1339.
1340.
1341.
1342.
1343.
1344.
1345.

changed into stone: 48/ T 13k

astate of trance: —MELR HE PR . trance BN “DEME; RO .
About three in the morning: K% 2 = sk,

fog: & %55

clammy: {411 BEIT.

shutter: FIM % .

greased grooves: ¥4 IETE M)A

opaque: ANIEMN). XIS ARRIEHERS, FTUAREH.
cease: f¥ib; &5,

A complaining clamour:  FE3ii 28 1N i 75 .

modulate: JREE T AT, XHEAEER R BAET
discord: AN & I M.

made my hair stir: iR E KL,

from all sides at once: — FFMIYTHI\TT (f£K).

tumultuous: HEFLM): FEEEM .

mournful: B BRI,

culminate: JAFITH AL TAF .

a hurried outbreak: &SRR o

almost intolerably excessive shrieking: 4 ATCiEA A2 LRI H 105 5 .
stopped short: FEHAE T EARTIE,

obstinately: 7y, [P .

stammer: [z ZhghE .

sandy: YPEI; FEEEEN,

el
ez



1346. whiskers: IRZ; EEH T

1347. sidespring: Wifll REIA KT 1.

1348. boots: #ft 1

1349. pyjamas: FEAHE; TEFAAHE .

1350. tuck: 70 (ATERARIKMILZE) FEN: IR K.

1351. open-mouthed: K 14551

1352. dashinto: {fiE%.

1353. rush out: HK.

1354. incontinently: JCi2H b .

1355. stand darting scared glances: i7EHS ) Lo 5t IH Al DU Ab sk BH
1356. outline: ¥F; JME.

1357. blur: AZFHBOMI AN .

1358. a misty strip of water: —7 55 5¢ 5 [ 7K o

1359. swept off: G/ HE—=.

1360. without leaving a whisper or a shadow behind: — S =% . — s FHEEH .

“I went forward, and ordered the chain to be hauled in short, so as to be ready to trip
the anchor and move the steamboat at once if necessary. 'Will they attack?' whispered
an awed voice'3®!. 'We will be all butchered!'*®? in this fog,” murmured another. The

faces twitched with the strain'*%, the hands trembled slightly!3%4, the eyes forgot to

wink 3%, Tt was very curious to see the contrast of expressions of the white men and
of the black fellows of our crew, who were as much strangers to that part of the river
as we, though their homes were only eight hundred miles away. The whites, of course
greatly discomposed'?%®, had besides a curious look of being painfully shocked by

such an outrageous'*®” row. The others had an alert'**® naturally interested

expression!?%%; but their faces were essentially quiet'3’, even those of the one or two

1371 11372

as they hauled at the chain. Severa exchanged short, grunting

who grinned

1373

phrases'3”?, which seemed to settle the matter to their satisfaction. Their headman'?"4,

a young, broad-chested!*” black, severely draped in dark-blue fringed'37® cloths, with

1377

fierce nostrils'?’’ and his hair all done up artfully in oily ringlets, stood near me.

'Aha!' I said, just for good fellowship's sake'3”8. 'Catch 'im,' he snapped!*”, with a

bloodshot widening of his eyes and a flash of sharp teeth—'catch 'im. Give 'im to us.'
"To you, eh?' I asked; 'what would you do with them?' 'Eat 'im!" he said curtly'**, and,

leaning his elbow on the rail'**!, looked out into the fog in a dignified and profoundly




pensive attitude'*®2. I would no doubt have been properly horrified'?*?, had it not

occurred to me that he and his chaps must be very hungry: that they must have been

growing increasingly hungry'3¥* for at least this month past. They had been engaged

for six months (I don't think a single one of them had any clear idea of time, as we at
the end of countless ages have. They still belonged to the beginnings of time—had no

inherited experience'*® to teach them as it were), and of course, as long as there was a

piece of paper written over in accordance with!3% some farcical law or other made

down the river, it didn't enter anybody's head to trouble how they would live!**’.

Certainly they had brought with them some rotten hippo-meat, which couldn't have
lasted'*®® very long, anyway, even if the pilgrims hadn't, in the midst of a shocking
hullabaloo'*®, thrown a considerable quantity of it overboard. It looked like a

high-handed proceeding'**’; but it was really a case of legitimate self-defence!**!. You

can't breathe dead hippo waking, sleeping, and eating, and at the same time keep your
precarious grip on existence. Besides that, they had given them every week three
pieces of brass wire, each about nine inches long; and the theory was they were to buy
their provisions!*? with that currency!**® in riverside villages. You can see how that

1394 or the director,

worked. There were either no villages, or the people were hostile
who like the rest of us fed out of tins'3*°, with an occasional old he-goat thrown in,
didn't want to stop the steamer for some more or less recondite reason. So, unless they

swallowed'?¢ the wire itself, or made loops of it!3° to snare'**® the fishes with, I don't

see what good their extravagant salary could be'** to them. I must say it was paid

with a regularity worthy of a large and honourable trading company. For the rest, the

only thing to eat—though it didn't look eatable'*® in the least'*"'—I saw in their

1402

possession'*? was a few lumps'4® of some stuff like half-cooked dough'4*, of a dirty

lavender'#% colour, they kept wrapped in leaves'*®, and now and then swallowed a

piece of, but so small that it seemed done more for the looks of the thing than for any
serious purpose of sustenance. Why in the name of all the gnawing devils of hunger

they didn't go for us'¥”—they were thirty to five—and have a good tuck-in for

once'4%, amazes me now when I think of it. They were big powerful men, with not

1409

much capacity to weigh the consequences'*””, with courage, with strength, even yet,



though their skins were no longer glossy'#'? and their muscles no longer hard. And I

saw that something restraining'*!!, one of those human secrets that baffle

probability!#4'?, had come into play'#!® there. I looked at them with a swift quickening

of interest'**—not because it occurred to me I might be eaten by them before very
long, though I own to you that just then [ perceived—in a new light, as it were—how

unwholesome the pilgrims looked, and I hoped, yes, I positively hoped'#'>, that my

aspect was not so—what shall I say?—so—unappetizing'#'®: a touch of fantastic

vanity which fitted well with the dream-sensation that pervaded all my days'#!” at that

time. Perhaps I had a little fever, too. One can't live with one's finger everlastingly on
one's pulse. I had often 'a little fever,' or a little touch of other things—the playful

paw-strokes of the wilderness, the preliminary trifling'4'® before the more serious

onslaught!*!” which came in due course'#?’. Yes; I looked at them as you would on any

human being, with a curiosity of their impulses'4?!

, motives, capacities, weaknesses,
when brought to the test of an inexorable physical necessity. Restraint!4*?! What

possible restraint? Was it superstition'4?*, disgust'*?4, patience, fear—or some kind of

primitive_honour'#?3? No fear can stand up to hunger!#*®, no patience can wear it

out'?’, disgust simply does not exist!'4?® where hunger is; and as to superstition,

beliefs, and what you may call principles'4?’, they are less than chaff in a breeze.

1430

Don't you know the devilry of lingering starvation'#, its exasperating torment'#!, its

black thoughts, its sombre and brooding ferocity!42? Well, I do. It takes a man all his

inborn strength'** to fight hunger properly. It's really easier to face bereavement'3,

dishonour, and the perdition'** of one's soul—than this kind of prolonged hunger!+®.

Sad, but true. And these chaps, too, had no earthly reason for any kind of scruple!4?’.

1438 1439

Restraint! I would just as soon have expected restraint from a hyena'*’® prowling

amongst the corpses'*? of a battlefield. But there was the fact facing me—the fact

dazzling'*!, to be seen, like the foam'**? on the depths of the sea, like a ripple'*** on

1444

an unfathomable'*** enigma'#%, a mystery greater—when I thought of it—than the

curious, inexplicable note of desperate grief!**® in this savage clamour'*’ that had

swept by us on the river-bank, behind the blind whiteness of the fog.



“Hsﬁz

1361. whispered an awed voice: H—Fh i fARM A &/ E UL, awed RN “ AU BRI,
1362. butchered: #&3E[1.

1363. twitched with the strain: F T 55K IM#& . twitch &4 “dlif&: =48 Wigh”.

1364. trembled slightly: UMb EiE .

1365. wink: HZHR.

1366. discomposed: fithiLKI; AN,

1367. outrageous: W A[1); TLIEAAM; 55 XIMCER.

1368. alert: HI); L.

1369. naturally interested expression: [ 4R 111 SR H B M B0 K1 15

1370. were essentially quiet: (i) FAR LI FREM. B “qiEEE; ASRE”,

1371. grin: FRNTNE, WIZEWEE.

1372. several: XBIRMEZ “JINN.

1373. exchanged short, grunting phrases: & %5 tufH B Bk T JL4) .

1374. headman: Sk A\; Sk, Sk G0 i R B K0

1375. broad-chested: i 55 f#l (175 b5 MR (1)

1376. fringed: 1fiLAVIFH.

1377. fierce nostrils: CK73) WF A& L.

1378. for good fellowship's sake: T “UFAKFEIIRIE” LG T RRKLT.

1379. snap: RN UL Ji A Ui.

1380. curtly: fajlgHh; %,

1381. leaning his elbow on the rail: AT B AT o

1382. in a dignified and profoundly pensive attitude: — g™ i X T8 %1 o

1383. been properly horrified: 4E LI 2EIE

1384. been growing increasingly hungry: 2R fSHRIERYLIE T .

1385. inherited experience: 47K FRMZ40; M SIS B AL RS SR INE LR o

1386. in accordance with: #R#E; %M. FRARIEIMME . EHESINREIT .

1387. trouble how they would live: AMATTRIZEREE T2 CGEZAATE L) M4,
1388. last: 4ERF; G911

1389. a shocking hullabaloo: "F A [{IEEE/ /158, hullabaloo By “WhH R, WhWBUEIE K416 7.
1390. a high-handed proceeding: ik J& (K E{T74E. high-handed BN “WHiEM); TN HE UM,
proceeding A “Hif}7,

1391. a case of legitimate self-defence: —HE& 2L H LFF. legitimate BN “&ELN; SIEM7.
1392. provisions: i A, —AEEIE .

1393. currency: #TT; fE.

1394. hostile: N MERI .

1395. fed out of tin: FEMZHEkI H .

1396. swallow: 7 F: MF. {EAIAMEEL “H#T .

1397. made loops of it: ', (H22) K (9fE); B gmmM Y. loop BN “HIE, MR,
1398. snare: (Ffi%. B KEPE &, XEERE COFNEHREEE AR i,

1399. what good their extravagant salary could be: X} =F 5[ #r K e A5 114 F /GEHE _LAT AN . extravagant
BN CEEN R,

1400. look eatable: & _LZ:fENZ. eatable B4 “HIZ[K; BENTIH .

1401. intheleast: —xiJL (HA); 5E4 (),



1402.
1403.
1404.
1405.
1406.
1407.
1408.

=
=] j\[
S

1431.
1432.
1433.
1434.
1435.
1436.
1437.

",

1438.
1439.
1440.
1441.
1442,

in their possession: 11T AT . FoRHE NI B 4 .

lump: BURY .

half-cooked dough: AT [

lavender: FHACH; R,

wrapped in leaves: ZE/ERIH L,

goforus: FhmHFAT.

have a good tuck-in for once: JJR TR IS —i. tuck-in BN “BE; FEM—K”, foronce BN

R IR B IRT,
1409.
1410.
1411.
1412.
1413,
1414.
1415,
1416.
1417.
1418.
1419.
1420.
1421.
1422.
1423.
1424.
1425.
1426.
1427.
1428.
1429.
1430.

weigh the consequences: B 5 H; 5 EEFEANYE SAT I G 3

glossy: 1 GEEM.

restraining: Suil ) BAIMHIE K.

baffle probability: FHIESFAHIIN. baffle By “i; FH) 7.

come into play: JFUR&ESN; JFaaEE/ER

with a swift quickening of interest: D4k, SRR A MR

positively hoped: HfiSEAv .,

unappetizing: I AEREET; BB IR,

pervaded all my days: 783 7 BB H] 11 A2 7% .

the preliminary trifling: #2510/ — UG IR B8 A0l “ IEWRITERRTI S 7.
the more serious onslaught: 5 5f 24 () Bt

which came in due course: BF.2:3R [ Z R MG 2K

impulse: 3.

restraint: Sl Hfl .

superstition: &Kf5.

disgust: U K. XHIRME “ BT RS IEEA EH R TE LR,
primitive honour: JRUGIRZE;  JRUGTHIE L.

No fear can stand up to hunger: R JE TEIEXTHUULETT . stand up to BN “HEPL; XThr; &G,
no patience can wear it out: LA OGRS (YLD TH SRS

simply does not exist: 5E4X ANTEAE

what you may call principles: A6 FTiH 11 5 ) .

the devilry of lingering starvation: I ALK T3 ES o devilry Zo08 “ 58 51 (FrEE)”, starvation
Ol HRAE”.

exasperating torment: 4 A\ &P IR

sombre and brooding ferocity: BHUTH. FLAEANZE 5% .

all his inborn strength: S Ath 5 AR H R 143 1= .

bereavement: #A; 3K Kk

perdition: K5 K.

prolonged hunger: K H YL HE—HRIYLIEK.

had no earthly reason for any kind of scruple: J& i Bl g AL B ELH . earthly B4 “ A 1H;
scruple =N “ME; BEEE”,

hyena: &J1; 1R,

prowl: 847 A 3.

corpses: J'A (corpse IEHLD).

dazzling: EAKEHIZ. HEHN “HERH.

foam: IR .

pe=i|
an
&l



1443. ripple: i WLl

1444. unfathomable: JRATIIT; AATEREINT

1445. enigma: Wk ARTEGR ARV,

1446. the curious, inexplicable note of desperate grief: @M. JoPAZIRA . 4 1381 A % .

1447. clamour: MM, PBH .

“Two pilgrims were quarrelling in hurried whispers'44® as to which bank. 'Left.' 'no, no;

how can you? Right, right, of course.' 'It is very serious,' said the manager's voice
behind me; 'T would be desolated!**’ if anything should happen to Mr. Kurtz before we
came up.' I looked at him, and had not the slightest doubt he was sincere!4°. He was
just the kind of man who would wish to preserve appearances. That was his restraint.
But when he muttered something about going on at once, I did not even take the
trouble to answer him. I knew, and he knew, that it was impossible. Were we to let go
our hold of the bottom, we would be absolutely in the air—in space. We wouldn't be

able to tell where we were going to—whether up or down stream, or across'*'—till

we fetched against one bank or the other!*?>—and then we wouldn't know at first

which it was. Of course I made no move. I had no mind for a smash-up!*33. You

couldn't imagine a more deadly place for a shipwreck. Whether we drowned at once

or not, we were sure to perish speedily in one way or another'**. 'I authorize you to

take all the risks,' he said, after a short silence. 'l refuse to take any,' I said shortly;
which was just the answer he expected, though its tone might have surprised him.

'Well, I must defer to your judgment!4®. You are captain,’ he said with marked

civility!*®. I turned my shoulder to him in sign of my appreciation'4’’, and looked into

the fog. How long would it last? It was the most hopeless lookout. The approach to

this Kurtz grubbing for ivory in the wretched bush!*® was beset by as many dangers

as though he had been an enchanted princess sleeping in a fabulous castle!*°. "Will

they attack, do you think?' asked the manager, in a confidential tone.

HERE:

1448. quarrelling in hurried whispers: SUEHRFE Gt . quarrel =N “H b7,
1449. desolated: 5175 AET.

1450. sincere: FLUKIT; WM,

1451. across: 1% (B,



1452. fetched against one bank or the other: fil#ll/c B8 17 . fetch fEX RN “FA7,

1453. had no mind for a smash-up: AAE GIEMD 8. smash-up By “HadiFil”.

1454. perish speedily in one way or another: PLIXFEEE ASEE ) )7 dn e 2437, perish BN “HE2s; JHKR”.
1455. defer to your judgment: EMARIIHRE . deferto BN “BlH; Wr”7, XE&—NEAXHIE, REH—
FWHWA LI BT =k

1456. with marked civility: —FF 211 5 WL ESEE .

1457. in sign of my appreciation: F /R . appreciation A “fH 7. “IEG. “ie” =R EEE M,
R EVVAE S o L [

1458. grubbing for ivory in the wretched bush: 7EFEE AT M L BLELGR . grub B8 “42H = R 2] 4b 48 -7,
1459. an enchanted princess sleeping in a fabulous castle: #%Jii T BEvZ: . JUMELE 5 153 2% HL 1) /A & . enchanted
RO R TR BRI

“I did not think they would attack, for several obvious reasons. The thick fog was one.
If they left the bank in their canoes they would get lost in it'4%°, as we would be if we
attempted to move. Still, I had also judged the jungle of both banks quite
impenetrable—and yet eyes were in it, eyes that had seen us. The riverside bushes
were certainly very thick; but the undergrowth behind was evidently penetrable.
However, during the short lift I had seen no canoes anywhere in the reach—certainly

not abreast of the steamer'#®!. But what made the idea of attack inconceivable to me

was the nature of the noise!*>—of the cries we had heard. They had not the fierce

character boding immediate hostile intention. Unexpected, wild, and violent as they

had been, they had given me an irresistible!*%* impression of sorrow. The glimpse of

the steamboat had for some reason filled those savages with unrestrained grief'4%4.

The danger, if any, I expounded'#®, was from our proximity'*®® to a great human

1467 1468

passion let loose Even extreme grief may ultimately vent itself in

1469

violence'**"—but more generally takes the form of apathy....

VERE:

1460. getlostinit: 7EIRZE ALK IT A,

1461. abreast of the steamer: {EVAMHITI R

1462. the nature of the noise: AR B AYWE 7 1) 5T /A
1463. irresistible: JLIAFUIER; TCIEARHI .

1464. unrestrained grief: ANGEH CLHET .

1465. expound: VEANMFERE; [k .

1466. proximity: #iT; FEil.

1467. let loose: JHHh: Bl FHilt; {FHH-



1468. ultimately: &y fhe
1469. vent itself in violence: PLZ& IR LM E .

“You should have seen the pilgrims stare'*’°! They had no heart to grin, or even to

revile!*’! me: but I believe they thought me gone mad'4’>

—with fright, maybe. I
delivered a regular lecture. My dear boys, it was no good bothering. Keep a lookout?
Well, you may guess I watched the fog for the signs of lifting as a cat watches a
mouse; but for anything else our eyes were of no more use to us than if we had been

1473

buried miles deep in a heap of cotton-wool. It felt like it, too—choking'*’?, warm,

stifling!474. Besides, all I said, though it sounded extravagant'*’>, was absolutely true

to fact. What we afterwards alluded to as an attack'4’® was really an attempt at

repulse'*’’. The action was very far from being aggressive—it was not even
defensive'¥’8, in the usual sense'4’”: it was undertaken'4®® under the stress of

1481 1482

desperation, and in its essence'*' was purely protective

R

1470. stare: JEARHBFEEHR; HME LR,

1471. revile: B Rt

1472. gomad: KI T .

1473. choking: & ANZERHI; EAL M.

1474. stifling: = E1: VTRIH.

1475. sounded extravagant: Wit R1R 2it .,

1476. alluded to as an attack: M FRIE R —Igik M/ 2 .
1477. an attempt at repulse: K& (EERAD k.
1478. defensive: I,

1479. in the usual sense: fE—f%& X L1,

1480. undertake: MIF; KL (T

1481. inits essence: MAJE ki

1482. purely protective: Zi#¥ [ TR,

“It developed itself, I should say, two hours after the fog lifted, and its

commencement was at a spot, roughly speaking'#®3, about a mile and a half below

Kurtz's station. We had just floundered and flopped round a bend, when I saw an
islet'*4 a mere grassy hummock'# of bright green, in the middle of the stream. It

was the only thing of the kind; but as we opened the reach more, I perceived it was



the head of a long sand-bank, or rather of a chain of shallow patches stretching!43¢
down the middle of the river. They were discoloured, just awash!4¥’, and the whole lot
was seen just under the water, exactly as a man's backbone!%® is seen running down
the middle of his back under the skin. Now, as far as I did see, I could go to the right
or to the left of this. I didn't know either channel, of course. The banks looked pretty

well alike'*®, the depth appeared the same; but as I had been informed the station was

1490 1491

the western passage

on the west side, I naturally headed for

R

1483. roughly speaking: FHI&HE .

1484, islet: /).

1485. hummock: [#F; /M.

1486. stretching: LK fH1/E,

1487. awash: S/KIFFTHI; WIKIEAE KT Z T,
1488. backbone: HHfEH .

1489. looked pretty well alike: & _L2:+ 714
1490. headed for: §fJ----+-J5 A %55 e Rk,
1491. the western passage: P51/ f)¥i[ i /7K %

“No sooner had we fairly entered it than I became aware it was much narrower than I
had supposed. To the left of us there was the long uninterrupted'#*? shoal, and to the

right a high, steep bank heavily overgrown with bushes'#?*. Above the bush the trees

stood in_serried ranks'¥*. The twigs overhung'4®> the current thickly, and from

distance to distance!4%®

a large limb'*’ of some tree projected rigidly'**® over the

stream. It was then well on in the afternoon!#”, the face of the forest was gloomy, and

a broad strip of shadow had already fallen on the water. In this shadow we steamed
up—very slowly, as you may imagine. I sheered!** her well inshore!>%'—the water

being deepest near the bank, as the sounding-pole!**? informed me.

R

1492. uninterrupted: ANEIWTIY; ST,

1493. heavily overgrown with bushes: K5 7 /8 AR

1494. inserried ranks: FHEHES ., serried BN “HEEN); WAL, EESP YN,
1495. overhung: X H/& overhang Mid Je40im], BN “Bfee-e- e

1496. from distance to distance: &FFF— B &,



1497. limb: IXHIRMIRE “ WA

1498. projected rigidly: E ELHi{HIH K. rigidly By “ R EEH7,

1499. well on in the afternoon: T2 T 7. MR “NFRNECOEE T —2F7,
1500. sheer: {EIXHLEN “RH5, RAR¥N.

1501. well inshore: JRENWNITFA. inshore BH “ILAN; WMIFER 7,

1502. sounding-pole: -

1504 1505

“One of my hungry and forbearing'® friends was sounding'* in the bows'>* just

below me. This steamboat was exactly like a decked scow!>%. On the deck, there were
two little teakwood!*®” houses, with doors and windows. The boiler was in the
fore-end'”%, and the machinery'>? right astern'>'°. Over the whole there was a light
roof, supported on stanchions'!!. The funnel'>!? projected through that roof, and in

1513

front of the funnel a small cabin built of light planks'>!® served for a pilot-house''4. It

contained a couch!3, two camp-stools'*'¢, a loaded Martini-Henry'>!” leaning in one

corner, a tiny table, and the steering-wheel'>'®. It had a wide door in front and a broad

shutter at each side. All these were always thrown open'>'°, of course. I spent my days

1520

perched up there'>*° on the extreme fore-end of that roof, before the door. At night I

slept, or tried to, on the couch. An athletic black'>?! belonging to some coast tribe!*??

1524

and educated by my poor predecessor'>?*, was the helmsman'*?*. He sported a pair of

brass earrings, wore a blue cloth wrapper'3?’ from the waist'3?¢ to the ankles'3?’, and

thought all the world of himself’*?%. He was the most unstable kind of fool I had ever

seen. He steered with no end of a swagger while you were by'3?°; but if he lost sight

of you'>*%, he became instantly the prey of an abject funk!>*!', and would let that

t1532

cripple of a steamboa get the upper hand of him!33 in a minute!>3*.

HERE:

1503. forbearing: ZRf ;o il .

1504. sounding: Il & /KiK.

1505. bow: fifik.

1506. a decked scow: ‘&35 T HARFIEMT. scow BN “HUBE M KIASFIRM .
1507. teakwood: A,

1508. fore-end: R %57 o

1509. machinery: MR .

1510. astern: ERE.

1511. stanchion: ¥,



1512. funnel: (i, ZEAHLE LB MHIA.

1513. built of light planks: AN & 1]

1514. pilot-house: HfE=; =,

1515. couch: Hiks; Kitf: KiK.

1516. camp-stool: HTE .

1517. aloaded Martini-Henry: —>C3E 731 5% 8 « FHRZRE M.

1518. steering-wheel: J7lA%E; ME4E.

1519. were always thrown open: &2 LA W3 .

1520. perched up there: =AETEHL L.

1521. an athletic black: — M &y 58P N . athletic /E1X BLE2N “ oot fy; f@ttmy”
1522. belonging to some coast tribe: >R H MU 13N %

1523. educated by my poor predecessor: #{IABALASERIFIAE (KD Uk,
1524. helmsman: ftT.

1525. wore a blue cloth wrapper: ZE#H —RIE4G. wrapper BN “EEE4L; W57,
1526. waist: H%.

1527. ankle: JHIER.

1528. thought all the world of himself: HLIA T AL,

1529. while you were by: YR 7EAth S 120 11 i

1530. lost sight of you: — E. & WAK.

1531. became instantly the prey of an abject funk: /. ZIFtHE—FF ] 14 L E AR T o prey BN “JEW0;
ZHRE”,  abject BN ALY HILH”, funk BN CRMA; HEE 7

1532. that cripple of a steamboat: HS & EERIIVA M. cripple BN “TE 1 BRELZH 7.
1533. get the upper hand of him: GGAMY 5 T AT X,

1534. inaminute: —%x)L; FEARFEIIS A A .

“I was looking down at the sounding-pole, and feeling much annoyed to see at each

1535

try a little more of it stick out of that river, when I saw my poleman'>*> give up on the

business suddenly, and stretch himself flat'33¢ on the deck, without even taking the

trouble to haul his pole in'**’. He kept hold on it'** though, and it trailed in the

water'3?. At the same time the fireman'**°, whom I could also see below me, sat down

abruptly'>#! before his furnace'>*> and ducked his head'>*. T was amazed. Then I had

to look at the river mighty quick!'>*, because there was a snag in the fairway'>*.

Sticks, little sticks, were flying about—thick!34: they were whizzing!'>*” before my
nose, dropping below me, striking behind me against my pilot-house. All this time the
river, the shore, the woods, were very quiet—perfectly quiet. I could only hear the

heavy splashing thump of the stern-wheel'>*® and the patter!'>*° of these things. We

1551

cleared the snag clumsily'>*°. Arrows!>!, by Jove! We were being shot at!>*?! I




stepped in'3%* quickly to close the shutter on the landside'>**. That fool-helmsman, his
hands on the spokes!>>°, was lifting his knees high, stamping his feet, champing!3>® his

mouth, like a reined-in horse!>*’. Confound him'5*®! And we were staggering'®>’

within ten feet of the bank. I had to lean right out'>® to swing the heavy shutter'>®!,

and I saw a face amongst the leaves on the level with my own'3%2, looking at me very

fierce and steady; and then suddenly, as though a veil!*%* had been removed from my

eyes, I made out'*, deep in the tangled gloom'?%, naked breasts, arms, legs, glaring

eyes—the bush was swarming!3%

with human limbs in movement, glistening of
bronze colour. The twigs shook, swayed!*®’, and rustled'3%®, the arrows flew out of
them!'>®, and then the shutter came to. 'Steer her straight,' I said to the helmsman. He

held his head rigid!*"°, face forward; but his eyes rolled, he kept on lifting and setting

down his feet gently'>’!, his mouth foamed'>" a little. 'Keep quiet!' I said in a fury'>”.

I might just as well have ordered a tree not to sway in the wind. I darted out'>’,

1575

Below me there was a great scuffle of feet on the iron deck; confused

exclamations'>’%; a voice screamed'””’, 'Can you turn back?' I caught sight of!*’® a

V-shaped'®” ripple on the water ahead. What? Another snag! A fusillade'®" burst

out" 8! under my feet. The pilgrims had opened'3? with their Winchesters, and were

simply squirting lead into that bush!***. A deuce of a lot of smoke came up and drove

slowly forward'>®. T swore at it'*%3. Now I couldn't see the ripple or the snag either. I

stood in the doorway, peering, and the arrows came in swarms. They might have been
poisoned!*®, but they looked as though they wouldn't kill a cat. The bush began to

howl'3%7. Our wood-cutters raised a warlike whoop'*%®; the report of a rifle'>® just at

1591

my back deafened'> me. I glanced over my shoulder!®!, and the pilot-house was yet

full of noise and smoke when I made a dash at the wheel!**?. The fool-nigger!>** had

dropped everything, to throw the shutter open'>* and let off that Martini-Henry!>.

He stood before the wide opening!>*, glaring, and I yelled at him to come back, while

I straightened the sudden twist out of that steamboat!**’. There was no room to turn

even if [ had wanted to, the snag was somewhere very near ahead in that confounded

smoke!*®, there was no time to lose, so I just crowded her into the bank—right into

the bank, where I knew the water was deep.



VERE:
1535.
1536.
1537.
1538.
1539.
1540.
1541.
1542,

1543.
1544,

poleman: ZEHEMFIIN. XEIBRZ “IWAK R,

stretch himself flat:  ELEEHSEMGE T AR5 DUJLF IR IORE 1o stretch 7EXX HLRE Y “ A RN f40.

taking the trouble to haul his pole in: FH#ZNZNT, HEAMPIFFF2550E (BIME LD . haul B4 “Hi; Hi7.
kept hold onit: 39K EHAE T .

trailed in the water: S 7E/K . trail BN “725]; fif; JBRE”.

fireman: FE KN 1% BRI B H T,

abruptly: BESR; ZRIAHL,

furnace: 1, XHIRMZ “EY PR,

ducked his head: TRIACT Sk (—FhRBEA = R ARG HIBNE)

look at the river mighty quick: JE# IRE A [ [ . mighty BN “1R; JE% 7. mighty quick B “very

quick”, mighty TR FEEETEH .

1545.
1546.
1547.
1548.

fairway: Wii; /K.

thick: TEIXEEN “B4E7, HA/MET (LI REdath kiR 7.

whiz: JEREERE

the heavy splashing thump of the stern-wheel: Mt B2 e DT E [T 7K 75 AR KIKMI A 5 . thump &

Ny “HEd e #HBE.

1549.
1550.
1551.
1552.
1553.
1554.
1555.
1556.
1557.
1558.
1559.
1560.
1561.
1562.
1563.
1564.
1565.
1566.
1567.
1568.
1569.

1570.
1571.
1o

1572.

1573.

patter: WHLMAM; SURMIERIAM.

cleared the snag clumsily: Tt JILHBRETT T A5G B

arrow: #i: K: fizke

We were being shot at: FATIE#E A F7 8 .

stepped in: XX HUE— NP A ATEOBE S (ANME, RTRABERG ¢ B0 LT E, BRI TR,
the shutter on the landside: 53T 58— (1) 7 1 2

spoke: fE%k; FoE; (MEMD MEFSHUA.

champ: KA HUIE; FEASHbIG: WA IV . 0K HELR P 28 NI 24 151 Hb v B 1 S IK R o
areined-in horse: — VLU ZRLE#E T 5,

Confound him: Confound 7EiX B &N “BFIR; %487, X AJIGEHAL damn it.

stagger: PRIERSESeHuE; S RISIEHMIE.

lean right out: 85 F4RH 2,

swing the heavy shutter: #& /%7 F IS By 1 H 4 .

on the level with my own: S EEME, B “ 5L 557,

veil: [H2b; Ei%

made out: X RN “FHiti; PHAH.

in the tangled gloom: TERZ M2 Z8 1 KaiE (AR H.

swarm: (N) B&JH: VB0 Hr.

sway: FE5%; &80,

rustle: VDVPAEMA .

flew out of them: MAEZI A& T K. them 7EIX HLIRIUHIJE the twigs.

held his head rigid: SKARMEAEHLIOATIRE T rigid 7EIX R0 “ CERIBRZUIERIE ) AR EER 7.
lifting and setting down his feet gently: FRA2HIFRALHHI N RUT o« 142 ATERLEE 1 5K A B S il H 16 8)

foamed: X HLE 2 “H HIBE”,
inafury: SR,



1574. dartout: 7 H X dart =N KT AR 7.

1575. scuffle: AT e AL 1D 5

1576. confused exclamations: HLFEFEFIWEIY 75 . confused BN “WNEXHY; JRELHD; MR,

1577. scream: (PR3, FFMH. W@ 9 @A,

1578. caught sight of: £ il

1579. V-shaped: V FIEH; VIER.

1580. fusillade: Afifff: #HM o GERIEH)D FFhT.

1581. burstout: RINITUG; RINEK .

1582. had opened: XHFRMIZ “TFi; K7,

1583. simply squirting lead into that bush: RN E AR A FFEHWTET LI o squirt B “WEH 7,
1584. drove slowly forward: 22 [a a5 J: /i 2. drive forward 5 —Fh “ R ATHESE VRSB 7 HIRE.
1585. swore atit: 1EE (M) K%, swear fEX RN “HLH 7,

1586. poison: IXHE N “Pk L T EHH7,

1587. howl: MY, K0z,

1588. raised a warlike whoop: & Hidil S AV . whoop 2R “IYBEE s HAIE, 7,

1589. the report of a rifle: SREEH KM . report fEX HLE N “HEIER; M7,

1590. deafen: fi#%; W%,

1591. glanced over my shoulder: MJE% L ([F12k) A7 —IR.

1592. made a dash at the wheel: — &P HfE . make a dash BN “PRFE; 7,

1593. fool-nigger: HIEMIE A,

1594. throw the shutter open: 1 I % fii /F .

1595. let off that Martini-Henry: RT3 8 « FHREREM. let off BN “HlHE; KT Gall); JFK”.
1596. the wide opening: 812 5E 4T H I E M

1597. straightened the sudden twist out of that steamboat: $71E T SR EMM VAT twist BN “Z
e Ams”.

1598. in that confounded smoke: TEHSFIZILHINNZE B . confounded A SO ¥ B, X —FonssisE < H
e

“We tore slowly along the overhanging bushes'>® in a whirl of broken twigs and

flying leaves. The fusillade'® below stopped short!'®®!, as I had foreseen it would

1602

when the squirts got empty!®®2. I threw my head back to a glinting whizz'%® that

1605

traversed the pilot-house!®™, in at one shutter-hole!'®®> and out at the other. Looking

past that mad helmsman, who was shaking the empty rifle'% and yelling at the shore,

I saw vague forms of men'®” running bent double, leaping, gliding, distinct,
incomplete, evanescent. Something big appeared in the air before the shutter, the rifle
went overboard, and the man stepped back swiftly, looked at me over his shoulder in
an extraordinary, profound, familiar manner, and fell upon my feet. The side of his

1609

head hit the wheel twice, and the end of'®*® what appeared a long cane'®” clattered




round'®'? and knocked over'¢!! a little camp-stool. It looked as though after wrenching

that thing from somebody ashore he had lost his balance!¢'? in the effort!'¢!3. The thin

1614

smoke had blown away'®'*, we were clear of'" the snag, and looking ahead I could

see that in another hundred yards or so I would be free to sheer off'®'®, away from the

bank; but my feet felt so very warm and wet that I had to look down. The man had

rolled on his back!¢!'7 and stared straight up at me'®!®; both his hands clutched'®'® that

cane. It was the shaft of a spear'6?° that, either thrown or lunged through the opening,

had caught him in the side'®?!, just below the ribs; the blade'** had gone in out of

sight'®?3, after making a frightful gash'6?4; my shoes were full; a pool of blood!®* lay

very still'®? gleaming dark-red'®?” under the wheel; his eyes shone with an amazing

lustre!?®, The fusillade burst out again. He looked at me anxiously, gripping the spear
like something precious, with an air of'®?® being afraid I would try to take it away
from him. I had to make an effort to free my eyes from his gaze and attend to the

steering!%*%, With one hand I felt above my head for'®*' the line of the steam

1632

whistle'®32, and jerked out'®* screech after screech'®** hurriedly. The tumult'®® of

angry and warlike yells was checked instantly!'6*®, and then from the depths of the

woods went out'®7 such a tremulous'®*® and prolonged wail'®*® of mournful'®*® fear

1641

and utter despair'®*' as may be imagined to follow the flight of the last hope from the

1643

earth. There was a great commotion'%? in the bush; the shower of arrows'®* stopped,

a few dropping shots rang out sharply!®**—then silence, in which the languid beat of

the stern-wheel'®*> came plainly'®¢ to my ears. I put the helm hard a-starboard at the

moment when the pilgrim in pink pyjamas, very hot and agitated'®¥’, appeared in the

doorway. 'The manager sends me—' he began in an official tone!®*®, and stopped short.

'Good God!' he said, glaring at the wounded'®* man.

VERE:

1599. the overhanging bushes: #=XHE7E kL I F13E A /A

1600. fusillade: Jh4T; CHIEMD FHif.

1601. stopped short: SR 1E; FRARIE K.

1602. the squirts got empty: SRZGH ;s AFWIEKE . squirt BN “WiH, B 7.

1603. a glinting whizz: M1 — A Xt (—1E N 6. glint B~ “OBZR it NINRE”, whizz BN MR {E

== 9



1604.
1605.
1606.
1607.
1608.
1609.
1610.
1611.
1612.
1613.
1614.
1615.
1616.
1617.
1618.
1619.
1620.
1621.
1622.
1623.
1624.
1625.
1626.
1627.
1628.
1629.
1630.
1631.
1632.
1633.
1634.
1635.
1636.
1637.
1638.
1639.
1640.
1641.
1642.
1643.
1644.
1645.
1646.
1647.

traversed the pilot-house: ZFIIZ M= traverse B N “Fi%; Fil”.

shutter-hole: JFJF 1 F I

shaking the empty rifle: #EEEE 2 T HEMISRENE. shake B “#Ezh (Zk. BT, WEHD,
vague forms of men: I NS . vague BN “ANHIFAN; AVEREM: OB BN 7.
the end of: === —uif;; —k.

what appeared a long cane: FHL MR KBEFZIMATE. cane BN “THl; LK.

clatter round: MM — T 25, clatter FoA “IEBETS ; WAL 7.

knock over: FTHH; ffH.

lost his balance: k2% 111

in the effort: 7E3% JJ#F 1 .

blow away: "7E T JHHUE,

were clear of: ¥l T GRELAIREHL) .

be free to sheer off: W LUZFAHILWEL J71A), &85 (RIE) T . sheer B4 “UIRRD BUL )y 7.
rolled on his back: 5.2 J5 AN TG -

stared straight up at me: H/2)/A/HIEEIL.

clutch: '%1E; N,

the shaft of a spear: KF AWM. shaft 2y “CTHEIMD ¥ 87

caught him in the side: M\ T A1 B 14

blade: J17]; FR.

gone in out of sight: FLEFRIEEEARILT .

a frightful gash: — ANl 0. gash BN “MRIERIG 7.

a pool of blood: —¥#ifl. pool FA “7Kith; ZK¥E; —/INE GRIE)”,

lay very still: BN S X RIRHE Mz WA,

gleam dark-red: [NURERGZ A, gleam BN “PUUR ;s NAR”.

shone with an amazing lustre: [NIREZTFIIER . X EZALL “RIGIRR”, lustre BN “OkF; Y6k

with an air of: - [AFET s HEE - IR
attend to the steering: &0, attend to BN “AbBH, KVE:, FHO7.

| felt above my head for: FRAELTH FHEZR % . feel for By “FREG /MR (Y7,
the line of the steam whistle: fff -7 IF0 48

jerk out: ZEARTMA JydbdhH (KM, F 1.

screech after screech: — 7 3 —7 1] (GRH). screech & “HITFLIAM s JFIRIFL 735 7.
tumult: BE2); GEAEL.

was checked instantly: S/ ZISUHEAE 175 AT

wentout: A CFAYRED,

tremulous: HZEM): EHIN.

wail: (FFEFHEIR) =5,

mournful: B 5.

utter despair: IR/ 4RI/ BEMLAEER . utter BOA “5E4 10 MR,

commotion: J3l; FEL.

the shower of arrows: i [N

rang out sharply: (%) P KIBIA . ring out 2N M 1S IF 7,

the languid beat of the stern-wheel: R IZHESZ A WTEPER K .

plainly: ~“FFIGHAT .

very hot and agitated: AEF MBI TUE 1. agitated RN “FEERA LN 1HEWEIN 7.

»



1648. in an official tone: PAIEZNFI W), TEE.
1649. wounded: 1711,

“We two whites stood over him, and his lustrous and inquiring glance enveloped us

1651

both. I declare'® it looked as though he would presently!®*! put to us some questions

in an understandable!%? language; but he died without uttering a sound'®3, without

1654

moving a limb, without twitching a muscle'®*. Only in the very last moment, as

though in response to some sign we could not see, to some whisper we could not hear,

he frowned heavily!'®®®, and that frown gave to his black death-mask!®® an

inconceivably sombre, brooding, and menacing expression. The lustre of inquiring
glance faded swiftly into vacant glassiness. 'Can you steer!®’?' T asked the agent

eagerly'®*®. He looked very dubious'®”; but I made a grab at his arm!®®, and he

understood at once I meant him to steer whether or no. To tell you the truth, I was
morbidly'%¢! anxious to change my shoes and socks. 'He is dead,’ murmured the fellow,

immensely impressed'®?. '"No doubt about it, said I, tugging like mad at!'®% the

shoe-laces!®**. 'And by the way, I suppose Mr. Kurtz is dead as well by this time.'

R

1650. declare: ffifs e fT: BRI “FRA”.

1651. presently: 4BUt; 5 L.

1652. understandable: AEfEHE ANFLAR T .

1653. utterasound: AKH—AAEE: UH—ANF . utter EIXBER “UL, Y K GEE)7.
1654. twitch a muscle: filifs— T twitch B “HlifE; Hhzh”.

1655. frown heavily: EEM4 T — FE k.

1656. death-mask: FETCTHH . fa#2 ANFE/GERAETI.

1657. steer: 3 (ZZHTH); HEIjFIfE.

1658. eagerly: S PJHh; VEHH,

1659. dubious: XEF N “NEAGH (HIREEE SRS BEUER): BEER7.

1660. made a grab at his arm: —JEIMEABAIIENE . grab BN “HEHL A7,

1661. morbidly: A (SF) Zdy.

1662. immensely impressed: & T .

1663. tug like mad at: AWAAEE (B . tug = “CH ) Hi, 6, 87, like mad =R “ vt
JRAEHE”, TR FENAE TS i .

1664. shoe-lace: .

“For the moment!®®> that was the dominant thought. There was a sense of extreme




disappointment'®®, as though I had found out I had been striving after something

altogether without a substance. I couldn't have been more disgusted'¢®” if I had

travelled all this way for the sole purpose!®®® of talking with Mr. Kurtz. Talking with...

1669

I flung'®® one shoe overboard, and became aware that that was exactly what I had

been looking forward to—a talk with Kurtz. I made the strange discovery!¢’® that I

had never imagined him as doing, you know, but as discoursing'®’!. T didn't say to

myself, 'Now I will never see him," or 'Now I will never shake him by the hand'¢72

but, 'Now I will never hear him.' The man presented himself as a voice. Not of course
that I did not connect him with some sort of action. Hadn't I been told in all the tones

of jealousy'®”? and admiration'é’ that he had collected, bartered'¢”>, swindled'¢’s, or

stolen more ivory than all the other agents together? That was not the point. The point

was in his being a gifted creature, and that of all his gifts the one that stood out

preeminently'¢”’, that carried with it a sense of real presence!¢’®, was his ability to talk,
his words—the gift of expression, the bewildering!¢”, the illuminating'%*°, the most
exalted'®! and the most contemptible'®®?, the pulsating'®®® stream of light, or the

deceitful'®®* flow from the heart of an impenetrable!%® darkness.

VERE:

1665. for the moment: HHl: ¥ H. fEXHZEN “FEHH .
1666. a sense of extreme disappointment: — FfiE /& 2 B2 1) J& 3 o
1667. disgusted: PO RIE 1115 HRIKHT.

1668. for the sole purpose: "N T —AHH.

1669. flung: fling (15K, & “CUHJD £ 937

1670. made the strange discovery: (&) ZFEHh &I .

1671. discourse: J#Ul; RiK; L.

1672. shake him by the hand: FlfizF .,

1673. jealousy: Wilr; Fhe.
1674. admiration: Efil; R
1675. barter: ¥)¥5ci; 555 5

1676. swindle: VEUw; i,

1677. the one that stood out preeminently: ASFF R 51 AJE H & ok CRIBOD .
1678. asense of real presence: A5 E S FAATE

1679. bewildering: 4 A RIEH,

1680. illuminating: M&ZE[; SR AR APER.

1681. exalted: Z&EM; Hixl.

1682. contemptible: AJEBHT; HLLMH.



1683. pulsating: WKZI; a1 AREAHEEST.
1684. deceitful: K : M.
1685. impenetrable: RUUAJEN; 1L ABEATFN .

“The other shoe went flying unto the devil-god of that river. I thought, 'By Jove! it's

6

all over. We are too late; he has vanished'®*®—the gift has vanished, by means of some

spear, arrow, or club. I will never hear that chap speak after all'—and my sorrow had a
startling extravagance of emotion, even such as'®’ I had noticed in the howling
sorrow!%8® of these savages in the bush. I couldn't have felt more of lonely
desolation'®® somehow, had I been robbed of a belief or had missed my destiny in
life.... Why do you sigh in this beastly!®® way, somebody? Absurd? Well, absurd.

Good Lord! mustn't a man ever—Here, give me some tobacco.”...

VERE:

1686. vanish: (J¥9R) JH&k: NEAFLE.

1687. such as: i IE40.

1688. the howling sorrow: HZZ53RIEH RIET
1689. lonely desolation: fIAH1ZEnT; AT X
1690. beastly: HFaRih; wlEHh, fHE M.

There was a pause of profound stillness, then a match flared'®!, and Marlow's lean

1692 1695

face appeared, worn'®*®, hollow!$**, with downward folds

and dropped

evelids'®®, with an aspect of concentrated attention!®’; and as he took vigorous draws

at his pipe, it seemed to retreat and advance out of the night!®*® in the regular flicker

of tiny flame. The match went out.

R

1691. a match flared: —HIKEERMR T . flare FoA “IRIRIRHE; M R,
1692. lean face: JFEHIMM; I

1693. worn: HIHKI: &N RHRH.

1694. hollow: Z01; MM,

1695. downward folds: T IE[1)45#H

1696. dropped eyelids: T IR % .

1697. an aspect of concentrated attention: &5 HIFET.

1698. out of the night: MEEEH CRILH K.



“Absurd!” he cried. “This is the worst of trying to tell.... Here you all are, each
moored with two good addresses, like a hulk with two anchors, a butcher round one

corner, a policeman round another, excellent appetites, and temperature normal—you

hear—normal from year's end to year's end'®”. And you say, Absurd! Absurd
be—exploded! Absurd! My dear boys, what can you expect from a man who out of

sheer nervousness'’” had just flung overboard a pair of new shoes! Now I think of it,

it is amazing I did not shed tears'’°'. I am, upon the whole, proud of my fortitude!”*?. T

was cut to the quick at the idea of having lost the inestimable!’* privilege!’* of

listening to the gifted Kurtz. Of course I was wrong. The privilege was waiting for me.
Oh, yes, I heard more than enough. And I was right, too. A voice. He was very little

more than a voice!’®. And 1 heard—him—it—this voice—other voices—all of them

were so little more than voices—and the memory of that time itself lingers around

me 1707

1706
s

impalpable'’”’, like a dying vibration of one immense jabber, silly,

atrocious'’®, sordid!’", savage, or simply mean, without any kind of sense. Voices,

voices—even the girl herself—now—"

HERE:

1699. from year's end to year's end: —4FEF|k; FH—F,

1700. out of sheer nervousness: 2l & T 585K ik & 9K i — ) )
1701. shed tears: 747H. shed fEXX BN “Vi, W, % GH”.

1702. fortitude: Ni%t; AEAFE; HA-

1703. inestimable: JoHMiY; HELME T

1704. privilege: FFRfFiE; RE.

1705. very little more than a voice: R AN AN,

1706. linger around me: fEFR 0 HERLEA L, linger BN “TiiE; EH”.
1707. impalpable: JEALAEI1]; MEELMNT; TLIEHT.

1708. atrocious: XIEG[]; FREEM.

1709. sordid: Mtk bR,

He was silent for a long time.

“I laid the ghost of his gifts at last with a lie,” he began, suddenly. “Girl! What? Did I

mention a girl? Oh, she is out of it!"'%—completely. They—the women, I mean—are



out of it—should be out of it. We must help them to stay in that beautiful world of

their own, lest ours gets worse!’!!. Oh, she had to be out of it. You should have heard

the disinterred'’'? body of Mr. Kurtz saying, "My Intended'’’3." You would have

perceived directly then how completely she was out of it. And the lofty frontal

bone!'”'* of Mr. Kurtz! They say the hair goes on growing sometimes'’!®, but

this—ah—specimen, was impressively bald'”'6. The wilderness had patted'’!” him on
the head, and, behold'”®, it was like a ball—an ivory ball; it had caressed'’" him,
and—Ilo!—he had withered!”?’; it had taken him, loved him, embraced'”?! him, got

into his veins'’??, consumed his flesh!’?*, and sealed his soul to its own by the

inconceivable ceremonies of some devilish!?* initiation!”?. He was its spoiled'’?¢ and

pampered!”?” favourite!’?®. Ivory? I should think so. Heaps of it, stacks of it. The old

mud shanty!”?® was bursting with it. You would think there was not a single tusk!”3°
left either above or below the ground in the whole country. "Mostly fossil'”3!," the
manager had remarked, disparagingly!”32. It was no more fossil than I am; but they
call it fossil when it is dug up. It appears these niggers do bury the tusks
sometimes—but evidently they couldn't bury this parcel deep enough to save the
gifted Mr. Kurtz from his fate. We filled the steamboat with it, and had to pile!”* a lot
on the deck. Thus he could see and enjoy as long as he could see, because the
appreciation of this favour had remained with him to the last. You should have heard
him say, 'My ivory.' Oh, yes, I heard him. "My Intended, my ivory, my station, my

river, my—' everything belonged to him. It made me hold my breath in expectation

of!7* hearing the wilderness burst into a prodigious peal of laughter!’* that would

shake the fixed stars in their places. Everything belonged to him—but that was a
trifle'”36. The thing was to know what he belonged to, how many powers of darkness

claimed him for their own. That was the reflection'’?’ that made you creepy all

over!78, It was impossible—it was not good for one either—trying to imagine. He had

taken a high seat'”*® amongst the devils of the land—I mean literally!’*’. You can't

understand. How could you?—with solid pavement!’*! under your feet, surrounded by

1742

kind neighbours ready to cheer you'7#? or to fall on you'!”, stepping delicately!’*

between the butcher and the policeman, in the holy terror of scandal'’® and



gallows!™® and lunatic asylums'’*—how can you imagine what particular region of

the first ages'™® a man's untrammelled'’® feet may take him into by the way of

1750

—utter solitude without a policeman—by the way of silence!”!

solitude —utter

silence, where no warning voice of a kind neighbour can be heard!”*?> whispering of

public opinion!’>3? These little things make all the great difference. When they are
gone you must fall back upon your own innate strength, upon your own capacity for
faithfulness. Of course you may be too much of a fool to go wrong—too dull'’** even
to know you are being assaulted by the powers of darkness. I take it, no fool ever
made a bargain for his soul with the devil; the fool is too much of a fool, or the devil

too much of a devil—I don't know which. Or you may be such a thunderingly exalted

creature!”>® as to be altogether deaf and blind to anything but heavenly sights and

sounds'”>®. Then the earth for you is only a standing place—and whether to be like
this is your loss or your gain I won't pretend to say. But most of us are neither one nor
the other. The earth for us is a place to live in, where we must put up with sights, with
sounds, with smells, too, by Jove!—breathe dead hippo, so to speak, and not be
contaminated'’>’. And there, don't you see? Your strength comes in, the faith in your
ability for the digging of unostentatious holes to bury the stuff in—your power of
devotion'”® not to yourself, but to an obscure, back-breaking business. And that's
difficult enough. Mind, I am not trying to excuse or even explain—I am trying to

account to myself for!”**—for—Mr. Kurtz—for the shade of Mr. Kurtz!’®. This

initiated wraith'’®' from the back of Nowhere honoured me with its amazing

confidence before it vanished altogether. This was because it could speak English to

me. The original Kurtz had been educated partly in England'7®?, and—as he was good

enough to say himself—his sympathies were in the right place. His mother was
half-English, his father was half-French. All Europe contributed to the making of

Kurtz; and by and by I learned that, most appropriately, the International Society for

the Suppression of Savage Customs!’®® had intrusted him with the making of a

report!’%4, for its future guidance. And he had written it, too. I've seen it. I've read it. It

was eloquent'’®, vibrating with eloquence!’®, but too high-strung!'’’, I think.

Seventeen pages of close writing!7%® he had found time for! But this must have been




before his—Ilet us say—nerves, went wrong'’®, and caused him to preside at certain

1770

midnight dances ending with unspeakable rites'’”°, which—as far as I reluctantly

1771

gathered from what I heard at various times'’’'—were offered up to him—do you

understand?—to Mr. Kurtz himself. But it was a beautiful piece of writing. The

1772

opening paragraph, however, in the light of later information'’’, strikes me now as

1773

ominous'’’>. He began with the argument that we whites, from the point of

development we had arrived at, 'must necessarily appear to them [savages] in the

1774 17751

nature of supernatural beings'’’*—we approach them with the might of a deity'’”,

and so on, and so on. 'By the simple exercise of our will'”’® we can exert a power for

good practically unbounded!”””,' etc., etc. From that point he soared and took me with

him. The peroration'’”® was magnificent'’”, though difficult to remember, you know.

1780

It gave me the notion of an exotic Immensity!”*° ruled by an august Benevolence!®!.

1782

It made me tingle with enthusiasm!”®2. This was the unbounded power!’® of

eloquence—of words—of burning noble words!’®*. There were no practical hints to

interrupt the magic current of phrases, unless a kind of note at the foot of the last page,
scrawled!’® evidently much later, in an unsteady'’®® hand, may be regarded as the
exposition of a method. It was very simple, and at the end of that moving appeal to

1787

every altruistic sentiment it blazed at you, luminous'’®’ and terrifying, like a flash of

lightning in a serene sky'’®: 'Exterminate all the brutes!' The curious part was that he

had apparently!’® forgotten all about that valuable postscriptum!”, because, later on,

when he in a sense came to himself'”®!, he repeatedly entreated'’? me to take good

care of 'my pamphlet!”®* (he called it), as it was sure to have in the future a good

influence upon his career. I had full information about all these things, and, besides, as

1794

it turned out, I was to have the care of his memory'””. I've done enough for it to give

me the indisputable right'7*’ to lay it, if I choose, for an everlasting rest in the dust-bin

1796

of progress, amongst all the sweepings!”® and, figuratively speaking!’™’, all the dead

cats of civilization. But then, you see, I can't choose. He won't be forgotten. Whatever
he was, he was not common. He had the power to charm or frighten rudimentary souls
into an aggravated witch-dance in his honour!”®; he could also fill the small souls of

the pilgrims with bitter misgivings: he had one devoted friend at least, and he had



conquered one soul in the world that was neither rudimentary nor tainted with
self-seeking!™. Noj; I can't forget him, though I am not prepared to affirm the fellow
was exactly worth the life we lost in getting to him. I missed my late!®® helmsman
awfully'®!'—I missed him even while his body was still lying in the pilot-house.

Perhaps you will think it passing strange'$%? this regret for a savage who was no more

account'®® than a grain of sand in a black Sahara. Well, don't you see, he had done

something, he had steered; for months I had him at my back'¥4—a help—an
instrument!8%. It was a kind of partnership. He steered for me—I had to look after

him, I worried about his deficiencies!3%, and thus a subtle bond had been created!3"’,

of which I only became aware when!®® it was suddenly broken'®”. And the intimate

profundity of that look'®!® he gave me when he received his hurt'®!! remains to this

day in my memory—Iike a claim of distant kinship affirmed in a supreme moment.

VERE:

1710. sheisout of it: M5B RE NI, BB A IX M F .

1711. lest ours gets worse: LAAIRATTHS N IX /M FASB R, lest BN “Dlb; 7,
1712. disinterred: % MHL T8 H K1

1713. Intended: RIEFK; KRIUEZE.

1714. the lofty frontal bone: =& HIAI%I. frontal bone =oA “HiE; SkfRTILIIE D",
1715. the hair goes on growing sometimes: W5 (i 7 1Sk hakKtisk. Wiyl fEIEMMANK, F
INAESR T3 AT PR ) AT BE o

1716. bald: JGFEFM.

1717. pat: B4 (LUREZ. HREZED.

1718. behold: Hif, HH “HW”.

1719. caress: %Z4k; il A,

1720. wither: Ffi#; 55,

1721. embrace: .

1722. vein: ks M.

1723. consume his flesh: Pz FE/RAMI AR . X EABRR NAER G HaHE, LRI Z 5 R
(NP

1724. devilish: F8:&f); RN

1725. initiation: X B A “ AU,

1726. spoiled: {RIKIF; TR .

1727. pampered: WM WM WRIRTT.

1728. favourite: FEAlE RN (BFHY; A A EFRME .

1729. shanty: Ml)=; FFl/DNZE.

1730. tusk: K. XEIRHMRET

1731. fossil: HhA7s MR KAR ORI ARG



1732. disparagingly: AR DAERARIGASEE (Ui

1733. pile: MEJ HE; HERSR.

1734. hold my breath in expectation of: FHE T IFN, UPAESRAE (RGN ). in expectation of
BN IR SRR

1735. a prodigious peal of laughter: —BE{ KB KZEFS o prodigious B2 “E KM JEKM”, peal M5t
M B .

1736. trifle: Bidt; AEZ; LPTE.

1737. reflection: IXHEN “WRME; #IL7,

1738. made you creepy all over: LARVES K5/ BH MR creepy BN BRI, & NEBHHIARM: TCITH 7.
1739. take a high seat: & & mifi; mmfE L.

1740. literally: {51 R SO, FHIEM, sk,

1741. solid pavement: "Rz A\1TiE.

1742. cheer you: [AIfRIKIE,

1743. fallonyou: HEMR: Tkt (AR,

1744. delicately: F5E0; LAk,

1745. scandal: HH; 1%F; WH &K,

1746. gallows: ZIMZE. HHEHERER.

1747. lunatic asylums: FEfEBE. asylum =8 “JEEV AT KABLE .

1748. particular region of the first ages: 3SR T R UG IACH =AM J7 .

1749. untrammelled: ASZPRHIA): HEIHER. trammel B “A4f; M7,

1750. by the way of solitude: I IS 134 %

1751. by the way of silence: WY& LG K .

1752. no warning voice of a kind neighbour can be heard: &4 W7 AN 41U (K 41 & SR ER AR 1) 75 25

1753. whispering of public opinion: /NEIRELR (R #H4EE,

1754. dull: EIXHEY “IBRE; BIRN7.

1755. a thunderingly exalted creature: — M= BT 285 N - thunderingly =N “FENS M, FE&Hh; A%
KHL”, exalted BN “wiif; BOTM0 7. X & RUEAER N R Ui% .

1756. heavenly sights and sounds: KB K H [\ &R FE .

1757. contaminate: {5%%; FRfE; i W CAREAEEED.

1758. power of devotion: —FPZHRIN Jy &, —FhIRMEAATRS (THF KE.

1759. account to myself for: 14187 A B2 “account for to myself”, &N “Ia H O iR,

1760. the shade of Mr. Kurtz: & JRIKSe A4 15T/ o

1761. this initiated wraith: JXAN& A A EIEAZE. initiated T BEZTE “AHIQIMER, A A HEN”, wraith &
N CHaR; R LIRS, A& shade [FIF I

1762. been educated partly in England: £ 7E 9 B 4232 1 — B TR IO 20A -

1763. the International Society for the Suppression of Savage Customs: i ii5 #7245 >1 18 E R4 7. suppression
BN A e

1764. intrust him with the making of a report: ZFEAES — M. intrust BN “2CFE; ZHE7.

1765. eloquent: MERFM; & TR,

1766. vibrating with eloquence: HERHFE, Wah AND. vibrate BN “FEs5h; Bipl, JLtny, 257,

1767. high-strung: MU, 255241,

1768. seventeen pages of close writing: i 2 410 -F-L0l; Z %ML,

1769. before his—let us say—nerves, went wrong: X )1 [} IE #1572 “before his nerves went wrong, let us

say”. his nerves went wrong &= “F5HESEL: FERIEE .



1770. unspeakable rites: — UL 1. TR BRI

1771. gathered from what | heard at various times: FRAEAS FIIF 8] W 2] K 5 A G PHER k.

1772. in the light of later information: 2% &I/ % T )5 5k CL& MBI FFRF L .

1773. strikes me now as ominous: FLLEIE £SO . ominous BN “TUIER): AR,

1774. in the nature of supernatural beings: 1EN—F FIZARIED . in the nature of N “H A7 «--- 1A 5
BRI 7.

1775. the might of a deity: #HIMEII I E. might 2 “GRAIE: BI17, deity v “HiER 7.

1776. the simple exercise of our will: {2z IR R &

1777. exert a power for good practically unbounded: &% H —F#Szfr L] AU S TERR B 1=, o R AR
IR

1778. peroration: ZEWiE; &5t

1779. magnificent: ZE(1); ALY,

1780. the notion of an exotic Immensity: — M ETHTARA IR Z <o notion 7EIX B0 REFR )2 “A81E; B
K27, exotic BN “TFSMN”, Immensity BN “ER; S

1781. an august Benevolence: — ™[ 2&E MR . august B0 “JU™I), A ABUHER 7, Benevolence 7
N LR

1782. tingle with enthusiasm: FEFERE; AUMBEE. tingle BN “RKEHIME; fH¥#sh 7,

1783. the unbounded power: TR 1=,

1784. burning noble words: JRIAKIRI 5 1 = #

1785. scrawl: g% (EEH) 5.

1786. unsteady: ANEAM: FRIEM; BRI

1787. luminous: M5E1: JEREAHM.

1788. a flash of lightning in a serene sky: “Fig R RIEH—IENH; HEES.

1789. apparently: #Eii: LR P 1745

1790. postscriptum: [ ; Ffid.

1791. in a sense came to himself: FHHPIEEHLII %, inasense BN “YEFRPE S L7, R ERFRE
1 ER RS SRR, (HIEAR TR GHIR . came to himself T5 (S “IREMA, WElEITR 7,

1792. entreat: E3R; ifR.

1793. pamphlet: /Mt

1794. have the care of his memory: B/ 4Ed / fr A SHB ILIZ /M0 S JE I 4 .

1795. the indisputable right: JC A 4+ [KIRLR .

1796. sweepings: i1 H R ALEY .

1797. figuratively speaking: HuMiiiii; FT4NEL 7.

1798. in his honour: LML 44 s 9 1 FRAGR .

1799. tainted with self-seeking: W54 7 T Y. taint A “UiYL: F5V5 7, self-seeking ZoN “IBIEFLF] 7.
1800. late: CLikffI.

1801. awfully: AR, HREHE.

1802. think it passing strange: W\ NIXA SR FH .

1803. account: HEZ{t,

1804. | had him at my back: XA MEL G LTk

1805. aninstrument: —{F LH . XA 72 I )i .

1806. deficiency: XHIRME “BRZHET)7, BN MK A

1807. a subtle bond had been created: T/ 1 — 45 4l .

1808. only became aware when: ELF| CGXAAFKIZLD MIHER A =R E HAFE.

i



1809. it was suddenly broken: ‘&) GXZ4l7) RN T . TR AN T IR ZBHE 5 .
1810. the intimate profundity of that look: FEJi{E MR YTH 6. profundity BN “IRIE; RE”,
1811. when he received his hurt: 44t 3% 745 0I5

“Poor fool! If he had only left that shutter alone. He had no restraint, no

restraint—just like Kurtz—a tree swayed by the wind. As soon as I had put on a dry

1812 1813
5

pair of slippers'®', I dragged him out, after first jerking the spear out of his side

which operation'8'* I confess'®!> I performed with my eyes shut tight'®'®. His heels'8!”

leaped together over the little doorstep; his shoulders were pressed to my breast; I
hugged'®'® him from behind desperately. Oh! he was heavy, heavy; heavier than any

man on earth, I should imagine. Then without more ado'8!° I tipped him overboard'?°,

1822

The current snatched'®?! him as though he had been a wisp of grass'®??, and I saw the

body roll over twice!8?* before I lost sight of it for ever. All the pilgrims and the
manager were then congregated'®** on the awning-deck'®® about the pilot-house,
chattering'®?® at each other like a flock of excited magpies, and there was a
scandalized'®?” murmur at my heartless promptitude'®?8. What they wanted to keep
that body hanging about!®?° for I can't guess. Embalm it, maybe. But I had also heard
another, and a very ominous, murmur on the deck below. My friends the wood-cutters

were likewise'®*° scandalized, and with a better show of reason'®'—though I admit

that the reason itself was quite inadmissible. Oh, quite! I had made up my mind!'83?

that if my late helmsman was to be eaten, the fishes alone should have him. He had
been a very second-rate'®*? helmsman while alive'®**, but now he was dead he might
have become a first-class temptation, and possibly cause some startling trouble.

Besides, I was anxious to take the wheel!8%, the man in pink pyjamas showing

1836 1837

himself a hopeless duffer'®°° at the business

R

1812. slippers: J#E; fHiEE,

1813. first jerking the spear out of his side: T JGIEK T M ITIEMIE T H K. jerk fEIX BN “ i /7,
his side $8 12K “ B0 AR 7.

1814. operation: XT3, XEIFRZ “Pb K7 I IME,

1815. confess: 1H[1; ik,

1816. with my eyes shut tight: ($ K77 FIR%) TR ARG 15 5 5.

1817. heel: [HIJFER; .



1818. hug: REHME; FOAENTT.

1819. without more ado: ANFHERE; Zif AU, FORILEIRIBATE), HAIRGEEIE . ado BN “HRL; 2y
P, AL

1820. tip him overboard: A A2 tip X HEN MRl WfE; F1HE17.

1821. snatch: —OME; L EIFN; F; k.

1822. a wisp of grass: — W, wisp =N “/NMH; PR,

1823. roll over twice: FHE T K.

1824. congregate: 5 B,

1825. awning-deck: # ITHHEE 25 AF 1 AR . awning BN “FiE; JEAMN 7.

1826. chatter: W5WJ; PRI WREEAR, WLWLIERS

1827. scandalized: HEEH; VIIRIEI.

1828. promptitude: fHE; Wik,

1829. hangabout: [N#E; AEM; EH.

1830. likewise: [FAIFfH; i,

1831. with a better show of reason: Ji&7~ H R HL LT 7855, A YRS .

1832. made up my mind: [ E kL.

1833. second-rate: Vil KEE; AR,

1834. while alive: Rl while he was alive, =N “fEARIEE IR,

1835. was anxious to take the wheel: 2E AL E M. take the wheel R & “HEFHEAE; ERITFAE".
1836. a hopeless duffer: JCRI K254 . duffer A “HKE”.

1837. atthe business: 7EIX—47 F; ZETXAP LAET . X HEIGHE “ ERE/BMIX—1T 7.

“This I did'®® directly the simple funeral was over. We were going half-speed'8?,

keeping right in the middle of'®¥ the stream, and I listened to the talk about me. They

had given up Kurtz, they had given up the station; Kurtz was dead, and the station had

been burnt—and so on—and so on. The red-haired!'®*! pilgrim was beside himself

with the thought that'®? at least this poor Kurtz had been properly avenged!®. 'Say!

We must have made a glorious slaughter of them in the bush. Eh? What do you think?

Say?' He positively danced!8#, the bloodthirsty!®# little gingery'®4 beggar. And he

had nearly fainted when he saw the wounded man! I could not help saying'®*, 'You

made a glorious lot of smoke, anyhow.' I had seen, from the way'®*® the tops of the

bushes rustled and flew, that almost all the shots'®* had gone too high. You can't

1851

hit'®% anything unless you take aim!®3! and fire from the shoulder; but these chaps

fired from the hip with their eyes shut. The retreat'®>, I maintained'®—and I was

1854

right—was caused by the screeching of the steam whistle'®>*. Upon this they forgot

Kurtz, and began to howl at me'®>® with indignant protests'8®,




“7{&3

1838. This I did: 1EH 52 1did this, XH R ANamiFrEEdke, R EFEERE LEE B,
1839. half-speed: F:if. ARANPIMUATE S RBEA TR ol Wl Ml . XMREAET i, B
R ISR E S

1840. right in the middle of: & #F7E T[],

1841. red-haired: £I3kKR .

1842. was beside himself with the thought that: —#8% (WA L) BiMERETHLLT . beside himself
BN CEAEWE”, TR D NTCEERE O, 85 ZDRARUS . MahaifEE.

1843. had been properly avenged: 78/ HIIR T L.

1844. positively danced: X L& “MMITHI. HisZHBEEIERK T 7. positively FEIXHLE A “H b, s
7,

1845. bloodthirsty: FEILI¥: FRZM.

1846. gingery: AEZWRIT; SN .

1847. could not help saying: A A,

1848. the way: X H RIS “---- BIFET7, R RTINS A2 R IFE 7

1849. shot: Hfddi: MUHAI—4e: BOHAIFH.

1850. hit: T it

1851. take aim: Hifi#k.

1852. retreat: #iUR: EH. X PIRMZBEHAMET A IHGE .

1853. maintain: XH AR “BENHA; WiE: FEK”

1854. the screeching of the steam whistle: 740 . screeching BN “ (ZERIEEAZRSTH) KR A, (D
I R A H R A

1855. howlat me: X FRIENY /K IEE R .

1856. indignant protests: 5/ PLIL . indignant EN “IBITAFI; 1BHER 7, protest BN “Hiills X7,

“The manager stood by the wheel murmuring confidentially'83” about the necessity!'83

1859

of getting well away down the river before dark at all events'®>”, when I saw in the

1860 1861

distance a clearing on the riverside and the outlines of some sort of building

"What's this?' I asked. He clapped his hands in wonder'8%2. 'The station!' he cried. |

1863

edged in'*® at once, still going half-speed.

R

1857. confidentially; FAZEMHE; {F N ETEML.

1858. necessity: EE,

1859. atall events: TCIBUIT . KARFEAFRATIEN T, HZM IR EEFH R AR B M2 SRAT 20 2 .«
1860. aclearing: —H7 s,

1861. the outlines of some sort of building: F-Ah & H W HIHE E «

1862. clapped his hands in wonder: 5if i1 7 —FF. in wonder BN “Ii#arih; fiifth”.
1863. edge in: ZMIHEA; ik HIHEMA.



“Through my glasses I saw the slope of a hill interspersed'®** with rare!®®° trees and

perfectly free from undergrowth!®%. A long decaying'®’ building on the summit!868

was half buried!®® in the high grass; the large holes in the peaked roof'®° gaped!®”!

black from afar; the jungle and the woods made a background. There was no

1872

enclosure'®’* or fence of any kind; but there had been one apparently, for near the

house half-a-dozen slim'®”® posts remained in a row!8’4, roughly trimmed'8’>, and with

their upper ends ornamented!®’® with round carved balls'®””. The rails!®’®, or whatever

there had been between, had disappeared. Of course the forest surrounded all that. The
river-bank was clear, and on the waterside I saw a white man under a hat like a
cart-wheel beckoning persistently with his whole arm. Examining the edge of the
forest above and below, I was almost certain I could see movements'®”—human
forms gliding here and there. I steamed past prudently!®%°, then stopped the engines

and let her drift down'3¥!. The man on the shore began to shout, urging us to land'8,

"We have been attacked,' screamed the manager. 'l know—I know. It's all right,’ yelled

back!®®3 the other, as cheerful as you please. 'Come along. It's all right. I am glad.'

HERE:

1864. intersperse: H{fi%; MARE.

1865. rare: {EIXHECN “FRuif; WM 7,

1866. perfectly free from undergrowth: 4= — AEEARM .
1867. decaying: JEIEHT; .

1868. summit: 11170 Thilg.

1869. half buried: IC AT,

1870. the peaked roof: JR[IETN. peaked N “REM 7.
1871. gape: #JT: FIMAR; KIKFHME.

1872. enclosure: [},

1873. slim: ZF4HI1%; 4.

1874. remain in arow: ZRHE—HE. inarow BN “IELLAW; HE—HET.
1875. roughly trimmed: fRAUREHHIE . trim BN “1887; 1B,
1876. ornament: X FLUEFIE, BN UM 4.

1877. round carved balls: HfEZIH kAT EER .

1878. rail: f=if; FkTF.

1879. movements: 1z3l; ZI1E; k.

1880. prudently: V¥{EM,; [HEM.

1881. let her drift down: LEJAMTRE G K T 25,

1882. urge us to land: fE{RFATEF .



1883. vell back: Wi[nl2; KA [HE .

“His aspect reminded me of something I had seen—something funny I had seen
somewhere. As I manoeuvred'®® to get alongside!®%, I was asking myself, 'What does
this fellow look like?' Suddenly I got it'*®¢. He looked like a harlequin!®¥’. His clothes

had been made of some stuff that was brown holland!®®® probably!®®, but it was

1890

covered with patches'®” all over, with bright patches, blue, red, and yellow—patches

1891 1892.

on the back, patches on the front, patches on elbows'®”!, on knees'®”*; coloured

binding!® around his jacket, scarlet'®** edging'®> at the bottom of his trousers; and

1896

the sunshine made him look extremely gay'®®® and wonderfully neat withal'®®’,

because you could see how beautifully all this patching had been done. A beardless!®%,

boyish!'¥” face, very fair'®®, no features to speak of'*°!, nose peeling'??, little blue

eyes, smiles and frowns'”® chasing each other over that open countenance like
sunshine and shadow on a wind-swept plain. 'Look out, captain!' he cried; 'there's a
snag lodged in here last night." What! Another snag? I confess I swore shamefully. I
had nearly holed my cripple, to finish off that charming trip. The harlequin on the
bank turned his little pug-nose up to me. "You English?' he asked, all smiles. 'Are
you?' I shouted from the wheel. The smiles vanished, and he shook his head as if sorry

for my disappointment. Then he brightened up'®™. 'Never mind!" he cried

encouragingly'®. 'Are we in time?' I asked. 'He is up there,' he replied, with a toss of
the head up the hill, and becoming gloomy all of a sudden. His face was like the

autumn sky, overcast one moment and bright the next.

VERE:

1884. manoeuvre: CEEEUAZRM) 23, #RY; #6H)
1885. getalongside: FEiT (JFil1).

1886. | gotit: FKARF| T, ALK T .

1887. harlequin: Hffi; WHTEME.

1888. brown holland: AR Efif =45, BI—FfA €0 pRAT -
1889. probably: KHE; B

1890. patch: fM71 .

1891. elbow: TJif.

1892. knee: B,



1893. binding: fEIXHE N “HEEL; B,

1894. scarlet: JRAL{Aff); LTI,

1895. edging: fEIXHLEN “i%; iid; 14”7

1896. gay: fEIXHLEIN “PUIRM7,

1897. withal: tt4h: T H..

1898. beardless: VA BT 1.

1899. boyish: .

1900. fair: C(kt) FHER); ChKk) &I,

1901. no features to speak of: (FLE) &AM AMES VLIRS HFEF.
1902. peeling: (&-7) IEfEHY; IEFEMUY .

1903. frown: 4fJH; HEHI.

1904. brighten up: OGZR) B, () A5 .
1905. encouragingly: Ffili; FEENOHb.

“When the manager, escorted by the pilgrims, all of them armed to the teeth!%, had

gone to the house this chap came on board!®"’. 'I say, I don't like this. These natives

are in the bush,' I said. He assured me earnestly'®® it was all right. 'They are simple

people,' he added; 'well, I am glad you came. It took me all my time to keep them

off™®.' 'But you said it was all right,' I cried. 'Oh, they meant no harm'®'%' he said;

and as [ stared he corrected himself'®!!, 'Not exactly.' Then vivaciously'®!?, 'My faith,

your pilot-house wants a clean-up'®'3!"' In the next breath!®'# he advised me to keep

enough steam on the boiler to blow the whistle''> in case of any trouble'®!¢. 'One

good screech will do more for you than all your rifles. They are simple people,' he

repeated. He rattled away at such a rate'!” he quite overwhelmed me. He seemed to

be trying to make up for lots of silence'®'®, and actually hinted'*'®, laughing, that such

was the case'?’. 'Don't you talk with Mr. Kurtz?' I said. "You don't talk with that

1921 "Byt now—' He

man—you listen to him,' he exclaimed with severe exaltation

waved his arm, and in the twinkling of an eye!°*? was in the uttermost depths of

1924

despondency!®?*. In a moment he came up again with a jump'®?*, possessed himself of

both my hands'®?, shook them continuously, while he gabbled!'*?: 'Brother sailor...

1927 son of an

honour... pleasure... delight... introduce myself... Russian
arch-priest!?®... Government of Tambov... What? Tobacco! English tobacco; the
excellent English tobacco! Now, that's brotherly!'®?. Smoke? Where's a sailor that

does not smoke?”



VERE:

1906. arm to the teeth: FEERIF17; 4wlEE:.

1907. this chap came on board: X/MFIKE LR T .

1908. assure me earnestly: WEMIFFIRIUE. earnestly BN “INEHL; yEEMH 7,

1909. keep them off: CRHUEHE) B EABAT R TP A T5EIL .

1910. mean no harm: &R FoRFENMAT NS RILER, NEaamHEmA.

1911. as | stared he corrected himself: fEFIPEM ~, A T 1. correct BN “BiE; 4 IE”.

1912. vivaciously: frblth; yEIEHL.

1913. wantaclean-up: i &R —H R, clean-up B A “FTHIAE; EH,

1914. in the next breath: X% .

1915. blow the whistle: WA -5 X HEARIZ “Fmy<eE 7.

1916. in case of any trouble: J—Hlf A4 FRA .

1917. rattle away at such a rate: PUIXFEIEREMEMEAIR, rattle away oA “MEMEAR; KBFEHBBILE, I
HOE R T AEEHE 7,

1918. make up for lots of silence: Mz (ZHT) RAMUTER.

1919. actually hinted: 3EBR FJE2KIAN T o hint B8 “BER; s (BT R0 [a#EH#R R 7.
1920. such was the case: X IE &SRRl S IEZ2IX .

1921. with severe exaltation: iy &5 A IFRAI/MNEE . X AP & T EE” HIEIE. exaltation B8 “15
B ORE: Rk 25,

1922. in the twinkling of an eye: HZHRIA]; FWFE]; AHLE

1923. in the uttermost depths of despondency: HZEZHTE; RN T ESTH VTR -

1924. came up again with a jump: — FFEEBFRIAHT (— N7 AR JlEk; XIKE T RMINEE).,
1925. possess himself of both my hands: #A1-FFIP R F. possess =A “HH: Frf: FHE

1926. gabble: FZIMERANE HLL

1927. Russian: fE A .

1928. arch-priest: KT,

1929. brotherly: a1 V1M

“The pipe soothed'® him, and gradually I made out'”3! he had run away from

school'®*, had gone to sea in a Russian ship; ran away again; served some time'®*? in

English ships; was now reconciled!*** with the arch-priest. He made a point of that!®3>.
'But when one is young one must see things, gather experience, ideas; enlarge the

mind!?." 'Here!' I interrupted. 'You can never tell'>*’! Here I met Mr. Kurtz,' he said,

1940

youthfully solemn!*3® and reproachful'®*°. T held my tongue'** after that. It appears he

t1942

had persuaded!**! a Dutch trading-house on the coast to fit him out'**? with stores and

goods, and had started for the interior'** with a light heart'** and no more idea of

what would happen to him than a baby. He had been wandering about that river'** for

nearly two years alone, cut off from everybody and everything!'**. 'l am not so young




as I look. I am twenty-five,' he said. 'At first old Van Shuyten would tell me to go to

the devil'®¥’' he narrated'**® with keen enjoyment'*’; 'but I stuck to him'®°, and

talked and talked, till at last he got afraid I would talk the hind-leg off his favourite
dog, so he gave me some cheap things and a few guns, and told me he hoped he

would never see my face again. Good old Dutchman, Van Shuyten. I've sent him one

1951

small lot of ivory'®! a year ago, so that he can't call me a little thief when I get back. I

hope he got it. And for the rest I don't care. I had some wood stacked!'**? for you. That

was my old house. Did you see?"

VERE:

1930. soothe: V& ik ZZA1.

1931. make out: {EIXHLEA “FHA; 507,

1932. run away from school: MZREEHIK; FF5; 2.

1933. serve some time: L{FE | —Bia]. serve TEIX BN “Hy-eee- TAE; BRI
1934. reconcile: Flfift; R KIFR A

1935. make a point of that: BE{H 7 H— s RERIUEE 7M.

1936. enlarge the mind: JF#HIRS; TMEZHEIFSIEEZESE.

1937. You can never tell: X UiAHE/ARMERL; T PTANGEIX AWt RoR 158X 77 WA
1938. youthfully solemn: % S HURE T 5 .

1939. reproachful: Bl “youthfully reproachful”, %+ HuEA% T —%]. reproachful ZiA “3T4& M HFM 7.
1940. hold my tongue: wiffll B CHIE & AUl B AR

1941. persuade: Viflk; FR.

1942. fit him out: fitout & “%es%; Mo#; fRMLLH TR,

1943. start for the interior: BN ATA N/ (A AL

1944. with a light heart: FEFAMIPLML; OV HART .

1945. wander about that river: 7F #8257 I I AEIEIR » wander about A “INE; BEREZD”.
1946. cut off from everybody and everything: 55—V AFIHEHALIHT4E T HER .

1947. go to the devil: —FHRZIMIHEIES, = “RWAR; PR

1948. narrate: AUA; P&

1949. keen enjoyment: 554 SRTEH A,

1950. stick to him: #i_ [t T . stickto BN “—H!EH; KERIRE".

1951. one small lot of ivory: —/NMp/LZ A . lot TEX HLE N “—HE, —HtL”

1952. stack: C(HEFTHL) HEFLR: PR,

“I gave him Towson's book. He made as though he would kiss me'®*3, but restrained

himself. 'The only book I had left, and I thought I had lost it,' he said, looking at it
ecstatically'®*. 'So many accidents happen to a man going about alone, you know.

Canoes get upset!®>® sometimes—and sometimes you've got to clear out so quick'?®




when the people get angry.! He thumbed'®” the pages. 'You made notes'”® in
Russian?' I asked. He nodded'®°. 'I thought they were written in cipher!*®' I said. He
laughed, then became serious. 'l had lots of trouble to keep these people off,' he said.
'Did they want to kill you?' I asked. 'Oh, no!" he cried, and checked himself!**!. "Why

did they attack us?' I pursued'*®?. He hesitated'*®, then said shamefacedly!'**, 'They
don't want him to go.' 'Don't they?' I said curiously. He nodded a nod full of mystery

and wisdom. 'I tell you,' he cried, 'this man has enlarged my mind." He opened his

1965

arms wide'”®°, staring at me with his little blue eyes that were perfectly round.”

VERE:

1953. made as though he would kiss me: b AF A UL ERIF — LT o
1954. ecstatically: CofERHREIL; JEEHL,

1955. getupset: (Fit) #dsi,

1956. clear out so quick: JEIEE

1957. thumb: F#EHEEIZ) (F70.

1958. make notes: ffI“Eic.

1959. nod: xiZk.

1960. in cipher: FZ4; LAIN# 5.

1961. check himself: IH{FHC (AEWT .

1962. pursue: iBA; LB

1963. hesitate: Wi%; Pl

1964. shamefacedly: Zifighh; Hfifiidt; ALFEEHb.
1965. open his arms wide: EXUE KK ITHK .

1]

“I looked at him, lost in astonishment!%®. There he was before me, in motley'*’, as

though he had absconded'*®® from a troupe of mimes!*®, enthusiastic, fabulous!.

1972 1973

His very existence was improbable!®”!, inexplicable'*’, and altogether bewildering

He was an insoluble problem!®’*. It was inconceivable how he had existed, how he

had succeeded in getting so far'*’>, how he had managed to remain'®’>—why he did

not instantly disappear'®”’. T went a little farther,’ he said, 'then still a little

farther—till I had gone so far that I don't know how I'll ever get back. Never mind.



Plenty time. I can manage. You take Kurtz away quick—quick—I tell you.' The

glamour of youth!°”® enveloped!®”® his parti-coloured rags!®®°, his destitution'®®!, his

1982 1983

loneliness, the essential desolation'”®* of his futile wanderings'”®’. For months—for

years—his life hadn't been worth a day's purchase; and there he was gallantly!*®4,

thoughtlessly alive'*®, to all appearances indestructible!*®¢ solely'®” by the virtue of

1988

his few years'*®® and of his unreflecting audacity'®®. I was seduced into something

1990__ 1991 1992 1993

like admiration like envy'™”!. Glamour urged him on

, glamour kept him

unscathed'®*. He surely wanted nothing from the wilderness but space to breathe in
and to push on through. His need was to exist, and to move onwards at the greatest

possible risk!*®, and with a maximum of privation!®®. If the absolutely pure,

uncalculating'®’, unpractical'®® spirit of adventure had ever ruled a human being, it

ruled this bepatched!*® youth. I almost envied him the possession of this modest and

clear flame®®. It seemed to have consumed all thought of self so completely, that
even while he was talking to you, you forgot that it was he—the man before your
eyes—who had gone through?®! these things. I did not envy him his devotion®**? to

Kurtz, though. He had not meditated over it?*®. It came to him?°*, and he accepted it

with a sort of eager fatalism. I must say that to me it appeared about the most

dangerous thing in every way he had come upon so far.

VERE:

1966. lost in astonishment: (g iF £ Ui AS H1EK

1967. in motley: ZFHE — S {EALLREEMAR MR . motley FA “IRAM); CNHPD FEKR”.
1968. abscond: b Ek.

1969. a troupe of mimes: JEFERIA; Wi . troupe =N “RIF; M E”, mime BN “WEfE; H
&7

1970. fabulous: FELIFT; A UIEMI

1971. improbable: AN KA[RE); ROHHSLHT

1972. inexplicable: 4 N3RfRMI; JILMREN .

1973. bewildering: i A\ [F =2/1),

1974. aninsoluble problem: —ANJGVEMRRE I ] #5

1975. succeeded in getting so far: EIHEL TIX A%,

1976. managed to remain: EHJMEIE T FR. remain TEIX RN “W5 FR; KRAELF.
1977. instantly disappear: SLZVHS . XHEIRRE “— T (FEFREHED) R,

1978. the glamour of youth: FHH ML ; HHEMIA.

1979. enveloped: fIE#H; JHEE.



1980. his parti-coloured rags: il BEILHEFEKIAAZ . parti-coloured BN “Z4 ), BEELH 7.

1981. destitution: 77 7R%%.

1982. the essential desolation: W/DIRALIIVEZE . desolation Y “ANHl: B,

1983. futile wanderings: 155 G2 AWM RIRAE . futile BN “GE57 1 WAHEMR.

1984. gallantly: FHOM: & A R LR,

1985. thoughtlessly alive: FCILTEHIE % .

1986. to all appearances indestructible: # b EIFGE AR to all appearances &8 “NEMEFR: FH
A SEAAFE 7, indestructible BA “ANHIBR ) ARERIRT 7.

1987. solely: {UfXJ)E.

1988. by the virtue of his few years: [T flif4EH: . by the virtue of —{S51E “by virtue of 7, =N “IEfE,
&, BT, fewvyears BN “AER, SHAK.

1989. unreflecting audacity: ANHITRE AIEHE G IETH; WIEFEANE. unreflecting 228 “ANE %
[ 107, audacity M4 “KIH; FFfE7.

1990. was seduced into something like admiration: FKIENTH A ikfth. seduce BN “HlifE; AE”.
1991. envy: #HE: MR,

1992. glamour: [F] L “the glamour of youth”. B} “EHHHICE: EIHHTEH.

1993. urged himon: fRAEMIRETIT. urge BN “ARE; #ERE”.

1994. kept him unscathed: fRI A 155 . unscathed BN “ RS2,

1995. at the greatest possible risk: & % fix KX

1996. a maximum of privation: M IZEIH . privation BN “FWN: —ELIH: LKW,

1997. uncalculating: AFIFH: %A DL .

1998. unpractical: ALY AUERSLPRF R A T L.

1999. bepatched: (& L) FTE4N T 1.

2000. the possession of this modest and clear flame: i IXFEEFE (modest : AZ[1; &) X W=
(clear: 4H#) [FKIE.

2001. gone through: & JJi; 4%,

2002. devotion: *#%; Eil; ZEfk.

2003. meditate overit: PN, FRIEHIE. meditate BN “UTE; =R,

2004. come upon: fHZGER]; EER]; FLE.

“They had come together unavoidably?’®, like two ships becalmed?’ near each other,

and lay rubbing sides?”"’ at last. I suppose Kurtz wanted an audience®**®, because on a

certain occasion?’”®, when encamped?’'? in the forest, they had talked all night, or
encamped y g

more probably Kurtz had talked. 'We talked of everything,' he said, quite transported

at the recollection!!. 'T forgot there was such a thing as sleep. The night did not seem

to last an hour?*!2. Everything! Everything!... Of love, too.' 'Ah, he talked to you of

love!" T said, much amused®®'®. 'It isn't what you think,’ he cried, almost

passionately?®'4. 'It was in general. He made me see things—things.'



VERE:

2005. unavoidably: ANAJBEG T ToiEHE BT,

2006. becalmed: ~PF#f); [AIJCXIM 5 IEASRERTEER o

2007. lay rubbing sides: Wi UFEAE—E; WFEAHIRE—IE. rub BN “HHEE, 7.

2008. want an audience: (JFE/R7RFEA) T EWTAX. an audience R HIE “Wrik” X —XRIAFAAE, xR
audience [MWEE .. LR — ML E— M4k, #i/2 an audience.

2009. on a certain occasion: TLE:— M I7H; BEH K.

2010. encamp: fL&; FEE.

2011. transported at the recollection: — [FIAE 2K al O IEHIE o transported BN “ B IR ILIE; BEIF A1
FEE: DU,

2012. The night did not seem to last an hour: —#ANRIGIFZIEE A — /N4 K. FRIE NH TIRTRE
T 5 A T3 A R

2013. amused: JE&E|LFEM.

2014. passionately: JEIEIEIHL; [H LG HE.

“He threw his arms up?’!’>. We were on deck at the time, and the headman of my

wood-cutters, lounging?’'® near by, turned upon him his heavy and glittering eyes. I
looked around, and I don't know why, but I assure you that never, never before, did
this land, this river, this jungle, the very arch of this blazing sky, appear to me so
hopeless and so dark, so impenetrable to human thought, so pitiless to human
weakness. 'And, ever since, you have been with him, of course?' I said.

TERE:

2015. threw hisarmsup: — N FESEEXE
2016. lounge: MivEFEMYS (A, B9 &, W B0,

“On the contrary. It appears their intercourse had been very much broken®'’ by

various causes. He had, as he informed me proudly, managed to nurse Kurtz*"'®

through two illnesses?’!” (he alluded to it> as you would to some risky feat), but as a
rule??® Kurtz wandered alone, far in the depths of the forest. 'Very often coming to
this station, I had to wait days and days before he would turn up?®!," he said. 'Ah, it
was worth waiting forl—sometimes.' 'What was he doing? exploring or what?' I asked.
'Oh, yes, of course'; he had discovered lots of villages, a lake, too—he did not know
exactly in what direction; it was dangerous to inquire too much—but mostly his

expeditions had been for ivory. 'But he had no goods to trade with?*?? by that time,' I




objected. 'There's a good lot of cartridges?*?® left even yet,' he answered, looking away.

'To speak plainly?*?*, he raided®** the country,' I said. He nodded. 'Not alone, surely!'

He muttered something about the villages round that lake. 'Kurtz got the tribe to

follow him?%%¢, did he?' I suggested?’?’. He fidgeted a little?*?. 'They adored*’* him,'

he said. The tone of these words was so extraordinary that I looked at him searchingly.

It was curious to see his mingled eagerness and reluctance®® to speak of Kurtz. The

man filled his life, occupied his thoughts, swayed his emotions?®*!. 'What can you

expect?' he burst out?®?; 'he came to them with thunder and lightning?®*, you

know—and they had never seen anything like it—and very terrible. He could be very
terrible. You can't judge Mr. Kurtz as you would an ordinary man. No, no, no!
Now—just to give you an idea—I don't mind telling you, he wanted to shoot me?***,
too, one day—but I don't judge him."' 'Shoot you!' I cried 'What for?**3?" 'Well, I had a

small lot of ivory the chief of that village near my house gave me. You see I used to

shoot game for them?*¢. Well, he wanted it, and wouldn't hear reason. He declared he

would shoot me unless I gave him the ivory and then cleared out of the country,
because he could do so, and had a fancy for it, and there was nothing on earth to
prevent him killing whom he jolly well pleased. And it was true, too. I gave him the
ivory. What did I care! But I didn't clear out. No, no. I couldn't leave him. I had to be

careful, of course, till we got friendly again®*®’ for a time?**®. He had his second

illness then. Afterwards I had to keep out of the way; but I didn't mind. He was living
for the most part in those villages on the lake. When he came down to the river,
sometimes he would take to me, and sometimes it was better for me to be careful.

This man suffered too much?**. He hated all this, and somehow he couldn't get

2

away 2041.

040 When I had a chance I begged him to try and leave while there was time?**!;

I offered t0?**? go back with him. And he would say yes, and then he would remain;
go off on another ivory hunt; disappear for weeks; forget himself amongst these
people—forget himself—you know.' "Why! he's mad,' I said. He protested indignantly.
Mr. Kurtz couldn't be mad. If I had heard him talk, only two days ago, I wouldn't dare

hint at such a thing.... I had taken up my binoculars®*** while we talked, and was

looking at the shore, sweeping the limit of the forest?*** at each side and at the back of




the house. The consciousness of there being people?® in that bush, so silent, so

2046

quiet—as silent and quiet as the ruined house?**¢ on the hill—made me uneasy?**.

There was no sign on the face of nature of this amazing tale that was not so much told
as suggested to me in desolate exclamations, completed by shrugs, in interrupted
phrases, in hints ending in deep sighs. The woods were unmoved?*®, like a

mask?**¥—heavy, like the closed door of a prison®**—they looked with their air of

2051 2052

, of unapproachable silence. The

hidden knowledge, of patient expectation

Russian was explaining to me that it was only lately that?%* Mr. Kurtz had come

down to the river, bringing along?®** with him all the fighting men of that lake tribe?°%.

He had been absent?®® for several months—getting himself adored®®7’, 1

suppose—and had come down unexpectedly?®®, with the intention to all appearance

of making a raid**> either across the river or down stream. Evidently the appetite for

more ivory?®® had got the better of?**' the—what shall I say?—Iless material

2063

aspirations®’2, However he had got much worse?*®* suddenly. 'I heard he was lying

2064

helpless, and so I came up~’**—took my chance,' said the Russian. 'Oh, he is bad, very

bad.' I directed my glass to the house?°®°. There were no signs of 1ife??%, but there was

the ruined roof?*%’, the long mud wall peeping above the grass, with three little square

window-holes?%®, no two of the same size; all this brought within reach of my hand,

as it were?®. And then I made a brusque movement®*’’, and one of the remaining

posts of that vanished fence leaped up in the field of my glass?*’!. You remember I

told you I had been struck at the distance?*’? by certain attempts at ornamentation?’”3,

rather remarkable in the ruinous aspect of the place?*’*. Now I had suddenly a nearer

view, and its first result was to make me throw my head back as if before a blow.

Then I went carefully from post to post?*’”> with my glass, and I saw my mistake?7®,

These round knobs?””” were not ornamental but symbolic; they were expressive and

puzzling®®’®, striking??” and disturbing?®*—food for thought and also for vultures if

there had been any looking down from the sky?%!; but at all events?*? for such ants as

were industrious enough to ascend the pole. They would have been even more

impressive?’®3, those heads on the stakes??®*, if their faces had not been turned to the

house?®. Only one, the first I had made out?*®, was facing my way?**’. I was not so



shocked as you may think. The start back I had given

movement of surprise?*®. I had expected to see a knob of wood there

2088 was really nothing but a

2090

, you know. I

returned deliberately to the first?®! I had seen—and there it was?*?, black, dried?**?,

sunken®®?, with closed eyelids—a head that seemed to sleep at the top of that pole,

and, with the shrunken dry lips**®> showing a narrow white line of the teeth?*%, was

smiling, too, smiling continuously at some endless and jocose dream of that eternal

slumber.

R
2017.

been very much broken: CHUATTHIEEZR ) I WTINF&LE, A I 20 07 L5 . broken BN “IA] KA,

NS,

2018.
2019.

> 99
o

2020.
2021.
2022.
2023.
2024.
2025.
2026.
2027.
2028.
2029.
2030.
P
2031.
2032.
2033.
2034.
2035.
2036.
2037.
2038.
2039.
2040.
2041.
2042.
2043.
2044.

nurse Kurtz: G4/ MUIIZE/RK. nurse TEX LN “HH kL ZoodT#H”.
through two illnesses: (FEIRRIZE) ZKd T W17 . through fEIX L EN “& )1, ik, MkBIER

asarule: W —Hkii.

turnup: 7EXEECN “HBL; #EH7.

had no goods to trade with: CL&¥A KRS (RF) KW T .

cartridge: J-3ft; FZ4,

to speak plainly: HUERMIPIIE; B 71T,

raid: Z&ili; HH.

got the tribe to follow him: 1EFSAN BV I AT At I FE 1

suggest: {EIXTLEA “BER”, E—MEA5 MMM

fidget a little: 7 sARAL A2, FiE/MEN/ A HAERIRE T o fidget BN “Mifk; JBUHEL: ARSI,
adore: FEFE; AL AE.

his mingled eagerness and reluctance: AhEEFPIHIARR, NG HEANELLZ 1K . mingled BN “BIRI;

SHH

sway his emotions: 50/ SCHC/ AT BN o sway N “RRAE; Sl 2 (A,
burstout: FIRKFE WL (T4 BEA kK.

came to them with thunder and lightning: 77 %5 75 22 A1 A BB I 214t AT T A )

shoot me: AR ti: FFAEFT K.

What for: Bl “for what”, &4 “HTH47, Hlwhy —FEH T B A

shoot game for them: NAlAI] CHHAR) 47454, game fEX LN “H54; BFwk”.

got friendly again: T A K UF; FIHTUF

foratime: fE—EXIFAIP; .

suffer too much: MZiL KZ .

couldn't get away: JCiEHENE; TCIEEIT,

while there was time: EH LA /M4 BE VIR .

offerto (do): EZNHEH; FRBEB LI EMIEF, 828 T HIINNBER R KU
take up my binoculars: FERIL XU E 5. taken up fEX EE N “FEilLK”,

sweep the limit of the forest: (FHERZER) MM RATILZE . X B limit F1 1 SC K edge —HE, #8248

PEAREISMIL, ARG REHEE 15 IR 7)o



2045.
2046.
2047.
2048.
2049.
2050.
2051.
2052.
2053.
2054.
2055.
2056.
2057.
2058.
2059.
2060.
2061.
2062.
2063.
2064.
2065.
2066.
2067.
2068.
2069.
2070.
2071.
2072.
2073.
2074.
2075.
2076.
2077.
2078.
2079.
2080.
2081.
2082.
2083.
2084.
2085.
2086.
2087.
2088.

the consciousness of there being people: ZiRFIIEE (MAME) E N

the ruined house: TS &R ML 55 T

made me uneasy: iEIRIEKFIA %,

unmoved: — BB,

mask: TE; &M,

the closed door of a prison: k[T KRR T,

expectation: A, %543,

unapproachable: ANHA[HEIT ) AATEELN); BAAATZILM

it was only lately that: B FJiT, A« .

bring along: iy K i F NS

all the fighting men of that lake tribe: HSANBIRE VA 1 BT A 41 F/ 00 o/l

absent: AEIIT; AFEIIN

getting himself adored: /N NS2FF; MrAUs: Wk A

unexpectedly: H-TF-ERHE; ZEAMb.

with the intention to all appearance of making a raid: &£ T 2] Him—mRZE,

the appetite for more ivory: X} G (1R . appetite BN “&HG B A, Fif7.
got the better of: {7 ; JEf T .

less material aspirations: ANAS 2 P0FALIKFRAEFIHE 67 . aspiration BN “Hifn; &l
he had got much worse: il [ S AR i Bk SR ol o

came up: FEiT; FEiL; EIR.

directed my glass to the house: U3 1) E e e % [ AL 32 b5 1+

no signs of life: %A A ATTEZN LS o

the ruined roof: BRI 55 T

window-holes: Fif; L.

brought within reach of my hand, as it were: (X —4¥J7ES i) IHGZIEAERR, HFR K.
made a brusque movement: T —ANTIRIIENE. X BIIIE “Hith X —FE s,
leaped up in the field of my glass: Bk T 2 e H5 (JALET 2 o

been struck at the distance: 1637t ¥ 25 I L Z T — 1

certain attempts at ornamentation: I ABLL SRR ol — L 2B fh

rather remarkable in the ruinous aspect of the place: 7E S F 7 A ML 3 85 vp B A5 A 2452 L
went carefully from post to post: —HRHET— AR FAlgi b E i 25,

saw my mistake: N H O T .

knob: BRIEIEHH).

puzzling: 4 NIEEEM: 4 A SRARI.

striking: T A,

disturbing: & AR [1); SR .

looking down from the sky: M %5 AT .

atall events: TR Sz NEER.

impressive: 2 NEDRIRZIN: 2 AR WA 1.

heads on the stakes: i1 -3/, stake 7EiX BN “AME”, JE pole HIF L E L.
turned to the house: #%%% 3 b5 -1 [HsA5 1.

made out: IXARAZ “HEN: BIE.

facing my way: [ T )5 H

The start back | had given: F& At AN B A I Bh AR o



2089. a movement of surprise: —FhFK RV ISNE .

2090. had expected to see a knob of wood there: ALICASTEH )L (MWEmEEH) FHH—PAREK.

2091. returned deliberately to the first: FFE#e 0l (EHiigs) EHEHE N (k).

2092. thereitwas: ‘Bt CGIFEERI) RAEHL.

2093. dried: AT 7 H); M T HI.

2094. sunken: C[HfL) MPFFET.

2095. the shrunken dry lips: 445 T IS . shrunken BN “454a1); TH47, SRH shrink )i 2501 .
2096. showing a narrow white line of the teeth: #&HEE M —ZL AT .

“I am not disclosing any trade secrets. In fact, the manager said afterwards that Mr.

Kurtz's methods had ruined the district*®’. I have no opinion on that point, but I want

you clearly to understand that there was nothing exactly profitable?*®® in these heads

being there. They only showed that Mr. Kurtz lacked restraint?®® in the

2101 2102

gratification?'® of his various lusts?!?!, that there was something wanting?'®? in
him—some small matter which, when the pressing need arose, could not be found
under his magnificent eloquence. Whether he knew of this deficiency himself I can't
say. | think the knowledge came to him at last—only at the very last. But the
wilderness had found him out early, and had taken on him a terrible vengeance for the

fantastic invasion?!®. T think it had whispered to him things about himself which he

did not know, things of which he had no conception?'%* till he took counsel with this

great solitude—and the whisper had proved irresistibly fascinating®!%. It echoed

loudly within him because he was hollow at the core.... I put down the glass?!%, and

2107

the head that had appeared near enough to be spoken to seemed at once to have

leaped away from me?'® into inaccessible distance?!%°.

R

2097. ruined the district: 5545 7 ASNHIIX (92RO .

2098. profitable: #&FIHI; AHRIFTER; Hail): AHM.
2099. lack restraint: &= 25 Gh= Al /).

2100. gratification: Ji#i .

2101. lust: ¥w%E; MRAIBE; UK.

2102. wanting: L= H; B AR

2103. for the fantastic invasion: X T AFFEEEIEME (BEHTHRED.
2104. conception: Hax; Ak,

2105. had proved irresistibly fascinating: ‘& f5/& HFERIH N, S TCikdidh .
2106. put down the glass: U | St .



2107. had appeared near enough to be spoken to: & #2RiT3 UHE BERE X 2 E Ui ik .

2108. have leaped away from me: MIRERATEE /2. XHIRME— N RIS, LAk —T
FARRIE T, BRIF BT 7B

2109. into inaccessible distance: (k) 2| 7 ANH] A [P 7 .

2110

“The admirer?''? of Mr. Kurtz was a bit crestfallen. In a hurried, indistinct?'"! voice he

began to assure me he had not dared to take these—say, symbols—down. He was not

afraid of the natives; they would not stir?!'? till Mr. Kurtz gave the word?!!*. His

2114

ascendancy”''* was extraordinary. The camps of these people surrounded the place,

and the chiefs came every day to see him. They would crawl.... 'T don't want to know
anything of the ceremonies used when approaching Mr. Kurtz,' I shouted. Curious,
this feeling that came over me that such details would be more intolerable than those
heads drying on the stakes under Mr. Kurtz's windows. After all, that was only a

savage sight?'’, while I seemed at one bound?''® to have been transported into?!'’

2118

some lightless region of subtle horrors, where pure, uncomplicated savagery~''® was a

positive relief?!’®, being something that had a right to exist—obviously—in the

sunshine?!'?’. The young man looked at me with surprise. I suppose it did not occur to

him that Mr. Kurtz was no idol*'?! of mine. He forgot I hadn't heard any of these

2122

splendid monologues*'** on, what was it? on love, justice, conduct of life—or what

not. If it had come to crawling before Mr. Kurtz, he crawled as much as the veriest®!?
savage of them all. I had no idea of the conditions?'?*, he said: these heads were the

heads of rebels?!?°. 1 shocked him excessively by laughing?!2¢. Rebels! What would be

the next definition’'?’” I was to hear? There had been enemies, criminals,
workers—and these were rebels. Those rebellious?'?® heads looked very subdued?'?’
to me on their sticks. "You don't know how such a life tries a man like Kurtz,' cried
Kurtz's last disciple?'*®. 'Well, and you?' I said. 'T! I! I am a simple man. I have no
great thoughts?'3!. I want nothing from anybody. How can you compare me to...?' His

feelings were too much for speech?'??, and suddenly he broke down?'3*. 'T don't

understand,' he groaned?'**. 'T've been doing my best to keep him alive?!'®, and that's

enough. I had no hand in all this. I have no abilities. There hasn't been a drop of

medicine?!3°

or a mouthful of invalid food?!*” for months here. He was shamefully



abandoned. A man like this, with such ideas. Shamefully! Shamefully! [—I—haven't

slept for the last ten nights...'

VERE:

2110. admirer: #RfE; S2HFEE.

2111. indistinct: BRI ATEER

2112, stir: $¥zl; KA.

2113. gave the word: K Fjiti%; Nk EigiN.

2114. ascendancy: CECHifZ; R,

2115. asavage sight: —FPHEFIEF =S,

2116. atone bound: HFF—Bk; RE D&,

2117. been transported into: #{i7iE; #{i% %], transport TEX BN “U: H0Z; BIm 7,
2118. pure, uncomplicated savagery: &L EIZFIR1T712. uncomplicated =N “TEIH1; ARIEM 7.
2119. a positive relief: — i SZSLAELE 1) 2B/ R -

2120. exist—obviously—in the sunshine: A PAEC T 2 2 WIAFE T RICH Z R

2121. idol: fH{%: ZEIFHIXT G,

2122. splendid monologues: FEUPIIM; KAETHLEA I

2123. veriest: 5E4=M; EILM. very MifkmE&IER.

2124. the conditions: FRZ “ AW HIFEIL; AL KR E KN

2125. rebel: &% Hull#E; HILH

2126. shocked him excessively by laughing: & 155 A AR T .

2127. definition: & X; B XHIRHZ “FRME; KHT7.

2128. rebellious: & f¥); BRELKT; KIEATER; EEEAPUT,

2129. subdued: YA

2130. disciple: [14E; 67T

2131. great thoughts: fHi M) EAE,

2132. His feelings were too much for speech: [HZPAIHL A IER; T35 5 B A8 7E g .
2133. broke down: 7EIXHLEA “AREMNEUIE LS it DO OG5 He T i

2134. groan: Mil%; ILE; H4E,

2135. keep him alive: il:AiiG 2.

2136. adrop of medicine: —¥EZj7K.

2137. a mouthful of invalid food: — H47REH AFZI &Y. invalid food EA “J7 & ah: JTHREM”, 18N
RBlhnz . W AEEE SR Gnvalid) FZR) AP .

“His voice lost itself>'3® in the calm of the evening. The long shadows of the forest

had slipped downhill?!** while we talked, had gone far beyond the ruined hovel?!4,

2142

beyond the symbolic row of stakes?'*!. All this was in the gloom?!4?, while we down

there were yet in the sunshine, and the stretch of the river abreast of the

2143 2144

glittered in a still and dazzling splendour'**, with a murky and

clearing

overshadowed bend?!% above and below. Not a living soul?'%® was seen on the shore.



The bushes did not rustle?!4’.

R

2138. His voice lost itself: ARA A FHHRAIH R 1o BUAFWRAAHAR S 25, EBIFHITA L T 2.
2139. slip downhill: (BFARIEZ 1) T T LT .

2140. the ruined hovel: #&A KI5

2141. the symbolic row of stakes: JE—HERAEME:HIAME

2142. inthe gloom: {EEHEZH,

2143. abreast of the clearing: 5 25 A6 B /P55 E #T GlIED .

2144. in a still and dazzling splendour: P41, #HIEHM. splendour BN “IItHEF 7,

2145. a murky and overshadowed bend: & (558 58 T [ Wy 15 (199775 . murky BN “BABG 05 BREE I,
overshadowed &0 “HEUEHKIT: ERARZ T,

2146. aliving soul: JEEIHIN; SEERIAN.

2147. rustle: VDYLAEM.

“Suddenly round the corner of the house a group of men appeared, as though they had

come up from the ground. They waded waist-deep in the grass>'*®, in a compact

body?!#, bearing an improvised stretcher?!*? in their midst. Instantly, in the emptiness

2151

of the landscape, a cry arose whose shrillness?'>! pierced the still air?'*? like a sharp

arrow flying straight to the very heart of the land?!3; and, as if by enchantment?'>4,

2155

streams of human beings of naked human beings—with spears in their hands,

with bows, with shields, with wild glances and savage movements?'>®, were poured

t2157

into the clearing by the dark-faced and pensive forest*">’. The bushes shook, the grass

swayed for a time, and then everything stood still in attentive immobility.

R

2148. wade waist-deep in the grass: TE5TEIRTIE N . wade BN “BEK; BRI,

2149. in a compact body: (—HEANBAE L) JEREZE FIEIA.

2150. bear an improvised stretcher: % —MMIEE S IHEE . bear BN “#5717; 7K4H”, improvised &N “ %
BRI RIS 7, stretcher R4 “4HEL”.

2151. shrillness: R,

2152. pierce the still air:  JIBE 7 7F1 (B 25,

2153. like a sharp arrow flying straight to the very heart of the land: B4 — SZ 8 F 1 §F B ) KA oty
2154. enchantment: JEik; AR,

2155. streams of human beings: — %1 AVt o

2156. with wild glances and savage movements: zI{EXI{E, HIYEEE.

2157. the dark-faced and pensive forest: [l H BHUTIIFR#K. pensive T A “UTiE R BHARK .



“’Now, if he does not say the right thing to them we are all done for,' said the Russian

at my elbow?!>®. The knot of men?'>® with the stretcher had stopped, too, halfway to

the steamer?'®, as if petrified*!?!. I saw the man on the stretcher sit up, lank?'®? and
with an uplifted®!%* arm, above the shoulders of the bearers?!®*. 'Let us hope that the

man who can talk so well of love in general®!%> will find some particular reason to

spare us this time,' I said. I resented bitterly?'%® the absurd danger of our situation®'®’,

as if to be at the mercy of that atrocious phantom had been a dishonouring

necessity?!%. I could not hear a sound, but through my glasses I saw the thin arm

extended commandingly?'%®, the lower jaw moving, the eyes of that apparition®!'”

shining darkly far in its bony head?'”! that nodded with grotesque jerks?!72.

Kurtz—Kurtz—that means short in German—don't it? Well, the name was as true as
everything else in his life—and death. He looked at least seven feet long. His

covering?'”® had fallen off?'’*, and his body emerged®'”” from it pitiful and

2176

appalling?!7® as from a winding-sheet®!””. I could see the cage of his ribs all astir?'7,

the bones of his arm waving. It was as though an animated image of death?!” carved

2181

out of old ivory?!®0 had been shaking its hand with menaces?!®! at a motionless crowd

of men?'®? made of dark and glittering bronze?!3. I saw him open his mouth

2184

wide?!#—it gave him a weirdly voracious aspect?'®>, as though he had wanted to

swallow all the air, all the earth, all the men before him. A deep voice reached me
faintly. He must have been shouting. He fell back suddenly. The stretcher shook as the

bearers staggered forward?!%® again, and almost at the same time I noticed that the

crowd of savages was vanishing without any perceptible movement of retreat>'®’, as if

the forest that had ejected these beings so suddenly had drawn them in again as the

breath is drawn in a long aspiration?!®8.

VERE:

2158. atmyelbow: TEIRTI5510; BHRE.

2159. The knot of men: HS#FN; HE—4k Ao knot FEIXHLEN “—/ NN,
2160. halfway to the steamer: EVRFIEH — -1 .

2161. petrified: ARMEAEM); AL T 1.



2162. lank: K.

2163. uplifted: #HE; H5HLH,

2164. bearer: XHUIRMZ “HHIHLE 7.

2165. talk so well of love in general: 05 IEE LM Z IR RIEELEL . X HIFHRE “TH%. KE” & L2k
Lh R =ik

2166. resent bitterly: FMEJHZG. resent =N “4BIR; IR,

2167. the absurd danger of our situation: X5 (1K 55 .

2168. a dishonouring necessity: 732 I &1 XASG A K] F

2169. the thin arm extended commandingly: ZH4H 8% I B ™ Hu 35 . commandingly &8 “ ¥R HL; A 0™
7o

2170. apparition: 4R 4.

2171. shining darkly far in its bony head: ¥RFE7EEEEBATI AN ES B, BAARARMLINE .

2172. nodded with grotesque jerks: i PEHBAMIEE Ak,

2173. his covering: mafEAth & EIATERE BE T2 RN ARV

2174. fall off: 7% NK; WK FkK.

2175. emerge: HPL; #E W BEEHE.

2176. appalling: 2 ARLER.

2177. winding-sheet: 2 Afi,

2178. the cage of his ribs all astir: [\ fE7E AR, WIEEWGZT. cage R RE “IE+7, XHLIRME “MafE”.
astir 7EXX FLR “ERBh; %3017,

2179. an animated image of death: WEEIE ML IIE S,

2180. carved out of old ivory: JH IR JE 1) 5 2F BEZ) H K1)

2181. shaking its hand with menaces: EMHIESIFEMBIITF . menace BN “Bifll; W7,

2182. at a motionless crowd of men: *f#& —REFH LA KN .

2183. made of dark and glittering bronze: JH A2 (1) B4 fif R 1)

2184. open his mouth wide: KFKF A1 .

2185. a weirdly voracious aspect: — Pl R TAE M MAS . voracious BN “OUEEM; BIZIN .

2186. stagger forward: FEHESE SR E. stagger BN “Whl; FRIERRHE.

2187. without any perceptible movement of retreat: AzlA AHIIR 75 HIRIUE. perceptible B4 “AJ%2
W BB BhEREIR .

2188. as the breath is drawn in a long aspiration: BUIF &M | — KA —FF. aspiration fEIX HEE N “Hhk 7,

218_two shot-guns?'®, a

“Some of the pilgrims behind the stretcher carried his arms

heavy rifle, and a light revolver-carbine?!”'—the thunderbolts®!®?> of that pitiful

2193

Jupiter?!”3. The manager bent over him murmuring?!** as he walked beside his head.

They laid him down?'®® in one of the little cabins—just a room for a bed place and a

camp-stool or two, you know. We had brought his belated correspondence?!®, and a

lot of torn envelopes?!®” and open letters?!*® littered*'®® his bed. His hand roamed

feebly?>®* amongst these papers. I was struck by the fire of his eyes®*’! and the

composed languor???? of his expression. It was not so much the exhaustion of disease.




He did not seem in pain. This shadow looked satiated and calm??®, as though for the

moment*2* it had had its fill of all the emotions.

R
2189.
2190.
2191.
2192.
2193.
2194.
2195.
2196.
2197.
2198.
2199.
2200.
2201.
2202.
2203.
2204.

“He rustled®*® one of the letters, and looking straight in my face said, 'T am glad.'
Somebody had been writing to him about me. These special recommendations were
turning up again. The volume of tone he emitted without effort>?*®, almost without the

trouble of moving his lips

carried his arms: EHFM . arms BN “plEE 7.

shot-gun: it . XJe— MR KdE, WE M TR, —CRT DU 2 R AL
a light revolver-carbine: —I4 8 /R 48R =hE.

thunderbolt: F%75; .

pitiful Jupiter: AR FHAERE . F8EE KK

bent over him murmuring: 25 B 21K 7 G 1

lay him down: 0T R4 R

belated correspondence: K fEFZE % 2T H 15 . belated BA “REKRKIEM); =AM 7.
torn envelopes: i 115 o

open letters: 11548,

litter: HWOELETR: (FEAILIPD &5 (Widfo; f CGEFEYD 7.

roam feebly: Higi#gth#i%. roam B “(F) Hid; K", feebly BN “Tu/ith; EHIHL”,

the fire of his eyes: F ORI UG B —FE IS KR

the composed languor: “FEfE% . languor fEIX HLE N “F&r BR”.

looked satiated and calm: & L2 FEHH LT . satiated BN “FAMH LM PRI,
for the moment: IL{E; HAT.

2207

vibrating??%8, while the man did not seem capable of a whisper?*®. However, he had

enough strength in him—factitious?*!° no doubt—to very nearly make an end of us

, amazed me. A voice! a voice! It was grave, profound,

as you shall hear directly?*'2.

TERE:
2205.
2206.
2207.
2208.
2209.
2210.
2211.
2212.

rustle: IR HIVDVP IR, X EECN “HEEREH/ERE ()7,
emit without effort: Z A% Tyt .

almost without the trouble of moving his lips: JL-FANH ¥ HEELEFEE.
vibrating: #RSNIAT; FLAGHT,

capable of a whisper: B 7754% 5 Biif.

factitious: AJNIN: SRIEEN: R,

make an end of us: FEFRA 14 AR 45 R .

directly: 7R, R,

b



“The manager appeared silently in the doorway; I stepped out at once and he drew the

2214

curtain??!3 after me. The Russian, eyed curiously by the pilgrims??'4, was staring at the

shore. I followed the direction??!'” of his glance.

HERE:
2213. draw the curtain: FLE HEL I MISIE, LR FEih . XEIRNZE T T

2214. eyed curiously by the pilgrims: XL EHATFFHEE .
2215. followed the direction: FREHE/IE /WG - HI77 ] o

“Dark human shapes could be made out in the distance, flitting??'¢ indistinctly against

the gloomy border of the forest, and near the river two bronze figures, leaning on tall

spears®?!’, stood in the sunlight under fantastic head-dresses?*'® of spotted skins??!°,

2221

warlike???” and still in statuesque®??' repose’’??. And from right to left along the

lighted shore??** moved a wild and gorgeous apparition of a woman.

VERE:

2216. flit: PRI AT, RS,
2217. lean on tall spears: & = = KT -
2218. head-dresses: 3kiffi

2219. spotted skins: 7 B g 1

2220. warlike: it AR

2221. statuesque: MEFA%IY.

2222. repose: REH; HEilk.

2223. the lighted shore: 375 H Y] 52 o

“She walked with measured steps®***, draped in striped and fringed cloths, treading???

the earth proudly, with a slight jingle and flash?*?® of barbarous ornaments®*?’. She

carried her head high; her hair was done in the shape of a helmet®*?; she had brass

leggings to the knee??*°, brass wire gauntlets to the elbow??*’, a crimson spot on her

2232

tawny cheek??*!, innumerable necklaces??*? of glass beads on her neck; bizarre??3

things, charms, gifts of witch-men, that hung about her, glittered and trembled®>** at
every step??*°. She must have had the value of several elephant tusks upon her. She

was savage and superb??*®, wild-eyed®*’” and magnificent??*®; there was something




ominous and stately??3° in her deliberate progress®**’. And in the hush that had fallen

suddenly upon the whole sorrowful land?**!, the immense wilderness®**?, the colossal

body of the fecund and mysterious life?’** seemed to look at her, pensive??*,

though it had been looking at the image of its own tenebrous and passionate soul.

VERE:

2224. measured steps: Z%:0; FREMIDN. measured 7EIX L E A “HHEIMEEN, REM”,

2225. tread: ERE: BiE: 17E.

2226. aslightjingle and flash: —[R#8M, —FEIA Y. jingle BN “NT 24/Emy”, L) LE (B2 JLMIIT 24) 1)
FELAFRAE “Jingle Bells .

2227. barbarous ornaments: TR A [P 3E 1M &

2228. her hair was done in the shape of a helmet: [k K #E# L T — LB TEIR . do FEIXHLE N “(L
F) R, 7, Bl hairdo IX AN TR] & “77—\%”' R MEZE. helmet BN “SLE”

2229. brass leggings to the knee: HlZEfR— HZEFIIEE . brass =y “HEA1”, leggings =N “ZEME; FBHR 7.
2230. brass wire gauntlets to the elbow: %2 F-E—H K2 T/l gauntlet B8 “KFE; I E&BED
SIEY T ER7. XEIRNE CE.

2231. acrimson spot on her tawny cheek: JREF (OIS F I — K40 A crimson BN “VRZLEN 7, tawny
BN AT

2232. necklace: Wi

2233. bizarre: @R M.

2234. tremble: FEE; Hid).

2235. ateverystep: HiE—0 UL Bl NG F230).

2236. superb: FEIEM; HEM; mam

2237. wild-eyed: HGEE; ZEEAII,

2238. magnificent: 3EM; Eoi; HEH .

2239. stately: &1 HE[T,

2240. deliberate progress: U JEMNZFHLIAIATE . deliberate BN “MFEIT; IRIEZHGEN”, progress BN “Hi
By ATHE.

2241. the whole sorrowful land: BN — AR 4. 3% B RAU EW R R EEANEI T 2.
2242. the immense wilderness: HSTCILMIFEET .

2243. the colossal body of the fecund and mysterious life: AP RAEEF 5. A HH MM EMHE RS IR, X
Hjgds “555 7

2244. pensive: YUEN; =AM,

“She came abreast of the steamer, stood still, and faced us. Her long shadow fell to the

water's edge. Her face had a tragic and fierce aspect®** of wild sorrow and of dumb

pain??*6 mingled?**” with the fear of some struggling, half-shaped resolve. She stood

looking at us without a stir?>*®, and like the wilderness itself, with an air of brooding

over an inscrutable purpose?’*. A whole minute passed, and then she made a step




2251

forward??®. There was a low jingle®*!, a glint?*>? of yellow metal, a sway of fringed

2253

draperies??>, and she stopped as if her heart had failed her?*>*. The young fellow by
my side growled. The pilgrims murmured at my back. She looked at us all as if her
life had depended upon the unswerving steadiness of her glance. Suddenly she opened

her bared arms and threw them up rigid above her head?*>’, as though in an

2256

uncontrollable desire to touch the sky®%°°, and at the same time the swift shadows

darted out on the earth?”’, swept around on the river, gathering the steamer into a

2258

shadowy embrace. A formidable®?® silence hung over the scene??*°.

VERE:

2245. a tragic and fierce aspect: —F KA ] SAEZE AP .

2246. dumb pain: JCH IR LARTVRIIETE . dumb BN “ANEEULER; CHIE) WAHKRM”,
2247. mingle: JRA: B4

2248. without astir: —3AshHh; HICH B,

2249. an air of brooding over an inscrutable purpose: — F U4 7% 8 2 35 FE A0 A N S0 i) =5 B 0 AR
inscrutable BN “ AT, ASBETINK 7.

2250. made a step forward: fERTIE T —.

2251. alowjingle: —PREEFINT Y75,

2252. glint: [NIAR I,

2253. drapery: WK T F AR .

2254. her heart had failed her: CoIEE8 [: OJRAIARERKS) 10 ly/ TR TS

2255. threw them up rigid above her head: XU B B 25 LT, rigid =28 “{RM0; EET”.
2256. in an uncontrollable desire to touch the sky: HiF—FhJG 4% i) it AREL fuh 45 5 S 1 SR B,

2257. dart out on the earth: (BI5¢; %) B Kb,

2258. formidable: FIAM): ELKAY: A NEHEA.

2259. hang over the scene: JEEEX—%E (IRATHTEEE R —VD.

“She turned away slowly, walked on, following the bank, and passed into the bushes
to the left. Once only her eyes gleamed back at us in the dusk of the thickets before

she disappeared.

“'If she had offered to come aboard I really think I would have tried to shoot her,' said

the man of patches, nervously. 'T have been risking my 1ife??*? every day for the last

fortnight®?$! to keep her out of the house. She got in one day and kicked up a row??6?

2263 2265

about those miserable rags??%® I picked up in the storeroom??** to mend my clothes




with. I wasn't decent. At least it must have been that, for she talked like a fury?*% to

Kurtz for an hour, pointing at me now and then??%’. I don't understand the dialect??*8 of
this tribe. Luckily for me, I fancy Kurtz felt too ill that day to care, or there would
have been mischief??®. I don't understand.... No—it's too much for me. Ah, well, it's

all over now.'

R

2260. risk my life: HHEMMEK; Py (EEF.

2261. fortnight: /2.

2262. kick up arow: gD,

2263. those miserable rags: HSLEANEERFIHEAR F o miserable 7EIX LB N “HUASEIER); /M7,
2264. storeroom: [ Ji7; fifiilE .

2265. mend my clothes: 4&%MAC/R. mend BN “4%4h; BEN7.

2266. talked like a fury: RIULIHE BN A 5

2267. now and then: fH/R; B ASH Hb,

2268. dialect: Jj&; Lif. XEIWRIFMIMEIES.

2269. mischief: i RO 0% . IXBEARZ S Bl Bl 7.

“At this moment I heard Kurtz's deep voice behind the curtain: 'Save me!—save the
ivory, you mean. Don't tell me. Save me!Why, I've had to save you. You are
interrupting my plans now. Sick! Sick! Not so sick as you would like to believe.

Never mind. I'll carry my ideas out??”® yet—I will return. I'll show you what can be

done. You with your little peddling notions—you are interfering with me. I will return.
L.

HERE:
2270. carry my ideas out: SEILFRAUAEE . carry out BN 9 SEZEL .

“The manager came out. He did me the honour to take me under the arm and lead me
aside. 'He is very low, very low," he said. He considered it necessary to sigh, but
neglected to be consistently??’! sorrowful. '"We have done all we could for

him—haven't we? But there is no disguising the fact*?’?, Mr. Kurtz has done more

harm than good??”® to the Company. He did not see the time was not ripe**™* for

vigorous action. Cautiously??’®, cautiously—that's my principle. We must be cautious



yet. The district is closed to us for a time. Deplorable??’®! Upon the whole??”’, the

trade will suffer’””®. 1 don't deny*” there is a remarkable quantity of

ivory?®0—mostly fossil. We must save it, at all events??®—but look how

precarious??®? the position is—and why? Because the method is unsound??*.' 'Do you,'
said I, looking at the shore, 'call it “unsound method?”” 'Without doubt,' he exclaimed
hotly??**, 'Don't you?'... 'No method at all,' I murmured after a while. 'Exactly, he

exulted®?®. 'T anticipated®?® this. Shows a complete want of judgment®*’. It is my

duty to point it out in the proper quarter??®%.' 'Oh,' said I, 'that fellow—what's his
name?—the brickmaker, will make a readable??® report for you.' He appeared

confounded?**° for a moment. It seemed to me I had never breathed an atmosphere so

2291
3

vile and I turned mentally to Kurtz for relief—positively for relief.

"Nevertheless??*? I think Mr. Kurtz is a remarkable man,' I said with emphasis?**>. He

started??, dropped on me a heavy glance?®”, said very quietly, 'he was,' and turned

his back on me. My hour of favour was over; I found myself lumped along with Kurtz

2296

as a partisan*~° of methods for which the time was not ripe: I was unsound! Ah! but it

was something to have at least a choice of nightmares.

R

2271. consistently: RZWI—; —DITZHb.

2272. there is no disguising the fact: SZiiSZil; FIANEMEE ESL. disguise BN “HEMf; P,
2273. has done more harm than good: &K+,

2274. the time was not ripe: B HL i A B2,

2275. cautiously: EHEEH; TEEM,

2276. deplorable: AB1B(1): FEM . iR “HEREALTILFR 7, LRI R T 5 O &2 —HRE.
2277. upon the whole: L3R,

2278. suffer: 2. XEIRME “H 8% THIK7.

2279. deny: 5k

2280. a remarkable quantity of ivory: XL LT

2281. atall events: L WT; AEER.

2282. precarious: (¥ FIHABE LR 2 2GR .

2283. unsound: AMERM]; AEFEM; ATRZH.

2284. hotly: JHzhHL; A,

2285. exult: JEE; WIkEidE; JEH =%

2286. anticipate: Tkl ..

2287. a complete want of judgment: 5E4Hk = FIWT /7. want 7TEiX BLUE R, BN “Bhz; #b7,
2288. in the proper quarter: FEI&E 4L T o



2289. readable: FJELPERRTY; BLERELEHA RV

2290. confounded: ME&[1); 155,

2291. had never breathed an atmosphere so vile: M AIEI E I bR EE A 25 <o vile BN “BLERR; AR,
JTTHER

2292. nevertheless: JEEItk; SR,

2293. with emphasis: PLsB i1 720 (i),

2294. start: MZf; WF—k.

2295. dropped on me a heavy glance: [r]3k 5k & #H 1 —

2296. partisan: Stk fEfE.

“I had turned to the wilderness really, not to Mr. Kurtz, who, I was ready to admit,
was as good as buried. And for a moment it seemed to me as if I also were buried in a

vast grave full of unspeakable secrets. I felt an intolerable weight??*’ oppressing my

2299

breast???®, the smell of the damp 2300

earth, the unseen presence of victorious

corruption®*?!, the darkness of an impenetrable night®*?.... The Russian tapped®*** me

2304

on the shoulder. I heard him mumbling 2305

and stammering something about

'brother seaman—couldn't conceal?*%—knowledge of matters that would affect Mr.
Kurtz's reputation.' I waited. For him evidently Mr. Kurtz was not in his grave; I
suspect that for him Mr. Kurtz was one of the immortals?**’. 'Well!' said I at last,

'speak out?**®. As it happens?®, I am Mr. Kurtz's friend—in a way?3'0.'

VERE:

2297. anintolerable weight: — 4 A\ L1k A2 H i,

2298. oppress my breast: JEiEFEFMI I,

2299. damp: #IEH.

2300. the unseen presence: —FE A WINAFETL .

2301. victorious corruption: fifF 7 HERIE W /BET% . victorious B “HEFRIM); SRIEM 7.
2302. the darkness of an impenetrable night: (628, ML) AN IR R 1 BA RS .
2303. tap: BA7; BRIl R

2304. mumble: FHIHLUL; WEIK.

2305. stammer: [10Z; 525,

2306. conceal: [G@jil; Fafi.

2307. immortal: KAEANKFE; FHl.

2308. speak out: C(HHZEHL) PiHR,

2309. as it happens: &%f; ATy,

2310. inaway: ERFFEE L.



“He stated with a good deal of formality that had we not been 'of the same profession,’

he would have kept the matter to himself*3!'! without regard to consequences®'2. 'He

2314

suspected?’!® there was an active ill-will towards him?}'4 on the part of these white

men that—' 'You are right,! I said, remembering a certain conversation I had

overheard?'®. 'The manager thinks you ought to be hanged.' He showed a concern at

2316 2317

this intelligence which amused me at first. 'l had better get out of the way

quietly,' he said earnestly?}'8. 'T can do no more for Kurtz now, and they would soon

find some excuse?!”. What's to stop them? There's a military post three hundred miles

from here.' 'Well, upon my word**?,' said I, 'perhaps you had better go if you have any

friends amongst the savages near by?3?!!' 'Plenty**??)' he said. 'They are simple

people—and I want nothing, you know.' He stood biting his lip, then: 'l don't want any
harm to happen to these whites here, but of course I was thinking of Mr. Kurtz's

reputation—but you are a brother seaman and—''All right,' said I, after a time®*?3. 'Mr.

Kurtz's reputation is safe with me?*?4.' I did not know how truly I spoke.

VERE:

2311. kept the matter to himself: XS HAAMLE CAIE: XA E 75 s ai.
2312. without regard to consequences: AFHEfFH; A& fF R UM,

2313. suspect: 54 PREE

2314. an active ill-will towards him: A —MELEEF Xl SEAT I . active B “IELEHATH”, ill-will &
N R R

2315. overhear: JLETUrEl; Ml E.

2316. show a concern at this intelligence: XX AMEHHFEILH FE. intelligence TEIX RN “IHH 7.
2317. getout of the way: 1EFFH; ANHEPLIE; Hh& S TFAFHBEEK.

2318. earnestly: TAEHL; R,

2319. find some excuse: FEHAHH CROATH) .

2320. upon my word: HEFRUL; VEEIP; IEARE FULIIE .

2321. the savages near by: FUTHJEF A

2322. plenty: K&; RZ.

2323. afteratime: & 7%l &7 —2 Lo

2324. safe withme: BN “IREIRE”.

“He informed me, lowering his voice?’?’, that it was Kurtz who had ordered*?° the

attack to be made on the steamer. 'He hated sometimes the idea of being taken

away—and then again.... But I don't understand these matters. [ am a simple man. He



2327

thought it would scare you away~’~'—that you would give it up, thinking him dead. I

could not stop him. Oh, I had an awful time of it*>*?® this last month.' "Very well,' I said.

'He is all right now.' 'Ye-e-es,’ he muttered*?°, not very convinced apparently.

'Thanks,' said I; 'I shall keep my eyes open?*°.' 'But quiet-eh?' he urged anxiously. "It

would be awful for his reputation if anybody here—' I promised a complete

discretion®*’! with great gravity?*2. 'l have a canoe and three black fellows waiting

not very far. I am off. Could you give me a few Martini-Henry cartridges?*33?"' I could,
and did, with proper secrecy. He helped himself, with a wink at me, to a handful of
my tobacco. 'Between sailors—you know—good English tobacco.' At the door of the
pilot-house he turned round—'I say, haven't you a pair of shoes you could spare?' He
raised one leg. 'Look.' The soles were tied with knotted strings sandalwise under his

bare feet. I rooted out an old pair, at which he looked with admiration?** before

tucking it under his left arm?**. One of his pockets (bright red) was bulging with

cartridges?**%, from the other (dark blue) peeped 'Towson's Inquiry,' etc., etc. He

seemed to think himself excellently well equipped for a renewed encounter with the

wilderness?**’. 'Ah! I'll never, never meet such a man again. You ought to have heard
him recite poetry?**®—his own, too, it was, he told me. Poetry!' He rolled his eyes at
the recollection of these delights. 'Oh, he enlarged my mind!' 'Good-bye,' said 1. He
shook hands and vanished in the night. Sometimes I ask myself whether I had ever

really seen him—whether it was possible to meet such a phenomenon?*!...

VERE:

2325. lower his voice: JEKF .

2326. it was Kurtz who had ordered: X HUZ i), SEZ “ T4 (KRN FIAZMN, IERZERK.
2327. scare you away: JEARAINEE/NFE .

2328. had an awful time of it: P AXAFFm il 17— BRI H . awful B4 “REEER 7.

2329. mutter: MENE; M,

2330. keep my eyes open: HEEHEIN; RESRIFEYT.

2331. promise a complete discretion: Zri/KiE (—ES) 584 1EE. discretion fEX AN “1#IH; [HE”,
2332. with great gravity: AEH B E M. gravity TEIX B RN “M%il; EHE”,

2333. cartridge: #5%; i,

2334. with admiration: 7 & G RATEE Y

2335. tuck it under his leftarm: BB IEEIR T o tuck B “ZEN; A

2336. bulge with cartridges: C(I14%) KIJyeish 7 Fmist 72K, bulge A “BUi, ™MH; %8, 77



2337. for a renewed encounter with the wilderness: F- /X 22 FITE R K — I E A FF 0B FEHF GXAXTF
M AT X HE U R R SRR 227, renewed BN “(FIiZJ5) EHIFL”, encounter X
T WRIE; RIS,

2338. recite poetry: BHIf/T M RFK.

2339. such a phenomenon: XFE—4%F A. phenomenon E A “Hl%; ARHEHIAN, AEMNPN (EEY”.

“When I woke up shortly after midnight his warning came to my mind with its hint of
danger?** that seemed, in the starred®**! darkness, real enough to make me get up for

the purpose of having a look round?*#?. On the hill a big fire burned, illuminating

fitfully>3** a crooked corner’*** of the station-house. One of the agents with a

picket?3* of a few of our blacks, armed for the purpose, was keeping guard over the

ivory?34; but deep within the forest, red gleams that wavered?*#’, that seemed to sink

and rise from the ground amongst confused columnar shapes of intense blackness?**®,

showed the exact position of the camp where Mr. Kurtz's adorers were keeping their

uneasy vigil®*. The monotonous beating of a big drum?3*° filled the air with muffled

2351

shocks?*! and a lingering vibration?3>2. A steady droning sound of many men chanting

each to himself some weird incantation?*>3 came out from the black, flat wall of the

2355

woods?*** as the humming of bees comes out of a hive

, and had a strange narcotic

2357

effect?>>® upon my half-awake senses?*>’. I believe I dozed off?**® leaning over the

2360

rail?*>, till an abrupt burst of yells***°, an overwhelming outbreak of a pent-up and

2361 ;

mysterious frenzy, woke me up?*¢! in a bewildered wonder?3¢?. It was cut short>3¢* all

at once, and the low droning?*** went on with an effect of audible and soothing silence.

I glanced casually?* into the little cabin. A light was burning within, but Mr. Kurtz

was not there.

VERE:

2340. hint of danger: X T-f@ k& HIIE 7~ /H7 o

2341. starred: (RZEHD ZEEEN.

2342. for the purpose of having a look round: N T A& EH— 1.

2343. illuminate fitfully: Wilkr4Rae NG Y. X B RTER KA TRE, ZIHZ KT . fitfully 24 “ Wil
Sheiih, —RE—REH.

2344. acrooked corner: ERH—F; MR A

2345. picket: M, ZUELH\ .

2346. keep guard over the ivory: —H1EH SFH MLER T .



2347. red gleams that wavered: ZL (% HOGTE 2R 8 B .

2348. confused columnar shapes of intense blackness: 72 (4 IR IR . X IR AR A B st g
IOP SR NIATIN e

2349. keep their uneasy vigil: TREFEAAIA LT vigil BA 8 W AR Zm”.

2350. The monotonous beating of a big drum: — [ K S 1E i Hu gl 5% . monotonous & A “ FLif Z IR ;
TR TG 7

2351. muffled shocks: TR EM: ARV . muffled 2N “UTRI: PrATER: ZEEM”, shock 7EIX
HEA “widys &gl mE .

2352. alingering vibration: ZAMEIZ]. lingering BN “IERM; L7,

2353. chanting each to himself some weird incantation: &~ N\ #FEMR R H 155 — L2 PE) L% . incantation
RO OB,

2354. came out from the black, flat wall of the woods: M AFIEE 27 H IR 2 1% Ja5 AR 15K .

2355. the humming of bees comes out of a hive: 1X BTV 22 N\ — 2 & 1 FE 15 (105 155 75 iy Ao aie MUSE HL R Y
R A . humming B “W A", hive B “IEf55, 1EHL”.

2356. narcotic effect: WREFVEH; EHAR/EH .« narcotic BN “RREFNT; EHRT 7.

2357. half-awake senses: P2 PR ER/RE . BANER R On LA EME) & SRR .
2358. doze off: FTH&ME; FHE L.

2359. lean over the rail: FFETEAEF L.

2360. an abrupt burst of yells: — 458581 & H SRR AL 75

2361. woke me up: wake up = A “WER; MR,

2362. in a bewildered wonder: E N “Hr & TEATIE R,

2363. cut short: FREIR{E 1L,

2364. the low droning: RIS .

2365. glanced casually: NERMF 7 —IR; ALEH—%,

“I think I would have raised an outcry?** if I had believed my eyes. But I didn't
believe them at first—the thing seemed so impossible. The fact is I was completely

unnerved®*%? by a sheer blank fright>**, pure abstract terror?**°, unconnected with any

distinct shape of physical danger**’°. What made this emotion so overpowering?*’!

was—how shall I define it?—the moral shock®’* 1 received, as if something

altogether monstrous?*”3, intolerable to thought>3’* and odious to the soul**”>, had been

thrust upon me unexpectedly?*7¢. This lasted®?”” of course the merest fraction of a

second”’®, and then the usual sense of commonplace, deadly danger®”, the

possibility of a sudden onslaught®*%° and massacre, or something of the kind, which I

2381

saw impending®**!, was positively welcome and composing?3#?. It pacified**®* me, in

fact, so much that I did not raise an alarm?>3%*.

R



2366. raised an outcry: A H— Y. outery fEX LR KM Jny”,

2367. unnerved: kLS T1/5H.

2368. a sheer blank fright: 4R ZSVERRYIE,

2369. pure abstract terror: 54l % ) R4

2370. unconnected with any distinct shape of physical danger: 5 4% ] B & 1) B ARG 16 T5 5% .
2371. overpowering: JEEIVE; JEikdiiEn.

2372. the moral shock: A§HiF] s K IR k.

2373. monstrous: TLRAMY; %A,

2374. intolerable to thought: #H—AH#Z AT o

2375. odious to the soul: ¥ il R#WIFICLLIRIY . odious FEA “HIEIT; IR,

2376. been thrust upon me unexpectedly: #RATHRIMZESS [, thrust BN “HidlE: JRZE7.
2377. last: 4L,

2378. the merest fraction of a second: —FPEH I NG 43, TERFFSIMIRT A, FEBERIE#T. fraction A
“COrH B

2379. the usual sense of commonplace, deadly danger: HSF A B K17 H E FE LS

2380. onslaught: Xifi; JHI.

2381. impending: BRI RAER): @I,

2382. composing: AREFHEHK: & ANLOH.

2383. pacify: P 2R,

2384. raise an alarm: SR .

“There was an agent buttoned up inside an ulster>*®> and sleeping on a chair on deck

within three feet of me. The yells had not awakened®**® him; he snored®*®’ very

slightly; I left him to his slumbers*® and leaped ashore?®. I did not betray Mr.

Kurtz—it was ordered®**° I should never betray him—it was written I should be loyal

to the nightmare of my choice. I was anxious to deal with?**! this shadow by myself

2393

alone—and to this day?*** I don't know why I was so jealous®*** of sharing with any

one the peculiar blackness of that experience?3**.

HERE:
2385. buttoned up inside an ulster: REIT, EHOELE—FKAINER. ulster F8 12 —FP e 1A K Ab
=

2386. awaken: MifiE; MYRE.

2387. snore: fTHf; FTNPNE,

2388. left him to his slumbers: iEABAREEGIAE. slumber 24 “HEAR”.
2389. leap ashore: Bk#fF . ashore BN “Ia)fE 7,

2390. it was written: fTIZCAEH T A HHEE.

2391. deal with: AbFE; RiXf.

2392. tothisday: #£4; &4,

2393. jealous: WKW I: F .



2394. the peculiar blackness of that experience: HSIRZE i A FIASFR S~ F -5 1 2 1S JD “ IR — 3 L2 G 11
207,

“As soon as I got on the bank I saw a trail>**>—a broad trail through the grass. I
remember the exultation?**® with which I said to myself, 'He can't walk—he is
crawling on all-fours?**’—I've got him.' The grass was wet with dew?*®. I strode?**°

rapidly with clenched fists?*?. I fancy I had some vague notion of falling upon him?#!

and giving him a drubbing?#?, T don't know. I had some imbecile?*®* thoughts. The

2404

knitting old woman with the cat obtruded herself upon my memory**** as a most

improper person*% to be sitting at the other end of such an affair. I saw a row of

pilgrims squirting lead***® in the air out of Winchesters held to the hip?*’’. I thought I

would never get back to the steamer, and imagined myself living alone and unarmed

in the woods to an advanced age**®. Such silly things—you know. And I remember I

confounded®® the beat of the drum with the beating of my heart?*!°, and was pleased

at>*!! its calm regularity?#'2.

VERE:

2395. trail: JRIL; BRI,

2396. exultation: JF&; 4.

2397. all-fours: U/ &,

2398. dew: #E/K: FEk.

2399. strode: JSJEAE stride, RN “RbiE: L.

2400. clenched fists: BHEH 2k, clenched BN “EIEM .

2401. fallupon him: FME|fh & 5 $ME],

2402. give him a drubbing: Z5{th—1JHF] . drubbing BN “JtE; MK,

2403. imbecile: BZEN.

2404. obtrude herself upon my memory: (lth) SRTCHLHEILAEFRGINGHG ;B 7 RAISIZ; AT T
If. obtrude R4 “WrH: EA; AT A7

2405. a most improper person: AN E—4 N

2406. a row of pilgrims squirting lead: —HEH 5 IE/EMIVE 9. squirting N “WiH; Wi,
2407. held to the hip: (04D THAEEME b o 3K A& —FPAS IERR 1) 5 5 28 34

2408. an advanced age: =it; FiE,

2409. confound: {EIXHLEA “IRIF .

2410. the beating of my heart: F& 0o Bk.

2411. was pleased at: Xf (H C/OBFERD REI 5%/ &

2412. regularity: FEE; SIFK.



“I kept to the track?#!® though—then stopped to listen. The night was very clear; a

dark blue space, sparkling®*'* with dew and starlight?*'>, in which black things?*'

stood very still**!7. T thought I could see a kind of motion**!® ahead of me. I was

strangely cocksure®*!® of everything that night. I actually left the track and ran in a

wide semicircle?*?° (I verily?**?! believe chuckling?4?? to myself) so as to get in front of

that stir, of that motion**> I had seen—if indeed I had seen anything. I was

2425

circumventing?*** Kurtz as though it had been a boyish game

R

2413. kept to the track: — ELUYE INACIRTE.

2414. sparkle: [N#Ek; [A#E.

2415. starlight: 5.

2416. black things: SRR TE, X B 5 AT AE A2 (0 B IR A

2417. stood very still: ¥5E—s A5,

2418. akind of motion: —Fhahif. X BIRM R ERKIIED

2419. cocksure: ffEM1; JWT: S AER.

2420. in a wide semicircle: LA—/MR KM TE . semicircle S8 “CLEITE”, semi ZAT4E, #ow “—Y
AN,

2421. verily: FLIEHE; YRS

2422. chuckle: 35, MEIZIES,

2423. of that stir, of that motion: stir A motion 7EixX B 2 [A] SCial, #1042 FE /R X A 51
2424. circumvent: %81l B,

2425. aboyish game: /NZTHIIFK. boyish BN “#Z <K,

“I came upon®#?¢ him, and, if he had not heard me coming?*?’, I would have fallen

over him?*?%, too, but he got up in time. He rose, unsteady?*?, long, pale?**°, indistinct,

2433

like a vapour exhaled by the earth*?!, and swayed slightly?**2, misty?>*** and silent

before me; while at my back the fires loomed?** between the trees, and the murmur
of many voices issued*** from the forest. I had cut him off?**¢ cleverly; but when

actually confronting him I seemed to come to my senses?*’, I saw the danger in its

right proportion®*®, It was by no means over yet***°. Suppose he began to shout?

Though he could hardly stand?*°, there was still plenty of vigour in his voice>**!. 'Go

away—hide yourself,' he said, in that profound tone. It was very awful. I glanced back.

We were within thirty yards***? from the nearest fire. A black figure stood up, strode



on long black legs, waving®*¥ long black arms, across the glow?**. It had

2445 __antelope®**® horns, I think—on its head. Some sorcerer’**’, some

horns
witch-man, no doubt: it looked fiendlike enough. 'Do you know what you are doing?'

I whispered. 'Perfectly, he answered, raising his voice?*** for that single word: it

sounded to me far off and yet loud, like a hail?**° through a speaking-trumpet?>°. 'If

2451

he makes a row?*! we are lost,' I thought to myself>*2, This clearly was not a case for

fisticuffs?*>, even apart from?#* the very natural aversion I had to beat that

Shadow—this wandering and tormented?*> thing. "You will be lost,' I said—'utterly

2456

lost.! One gets sometimes such a flash of inspiration“*°, you know. I did say the right

2457

thing“*’, though indeed he could not have been more irretrievably lost than he was at

this very moment, when the foundations of our intimacy were being laid—to

2458

endure?**—to endure—even to the end***—even beyond.

VERE:

2426. came upon: KI; $RE: BEF|. XEIRMR “SkAHE)7

2427. heard me coming: Wy 33k T I F &

2428. fall over him: ZF-EI7EAh & L.

2429. unsteady: FEIEM); AR,

2430. pale: M IR,

2431. avapour exhaled by the earth: KHWFFH SR — CHA; MM B 'S W —2858 0. vapour BN “ 7%
s KV, exhale BN “IFA BRI,

2432. sway slightly: HHERE.

2433. misty: FHEMA); BRI,

2434. loom: [EZIHI.

2435. issue: Kilh: fEK.

2436. cut him off: #f:At.

2437. come to my senses: [A[ifR; BHEIL R,

2438. saw the danger in its right proportion: EIFERIRFIH L A fGK: HIEEHRBEHERM™EME. inits right
proportion KA “ DLIE LG 7, 3 HL AR A0 S 58 50 H 4365 S 17 (10 P4 1 BB o
2439. It was by no means over yet: f&fifizE KL 4.

2440. could hardly stand: JL-T-Joikubiz.

2441. plenty of vigour in his voice: &I FEIHE J1/J1E .

2442. thirtyyards: 30 i, HIZy 27 K.

2443. wave: ¥ 53,

2444. across the glow: 7L KOG H ERE J:

2445. horn: (ZI¥I) .

2446. antelope: & 7F.

2447. sorcerer: ARy JEEVET.



L R o

2448. raise his voice: HEmmi; HEEERIT.

2449. hail: TEIXHLEON “IFUH 7.

2450. speaking-trumpet: ¥ &4 1. trumpet /EIX BLECN “HIWUR A7,
2451. make arow: FHGER; WOEER,

2452. thought to myself: B5H5HBAR

2453. fisticuff: Zidi; HI%.

2454. apart from: X HEOJDUEEN AR EHE; ARKE 7

2455. tormented: THZHTEEIT,

2456. aflash of inspiration: RAL—Zl; RI—A; EELOR; H2EE. inspiration A “ R,
2457. did say the right thing: Sl 7 — A IERR)E; XAEERUWART LT,
2458. endure: FFLLAE(E; — BEAFAE.

2459. totheend: XHA[FEE “H B AEMILL".

“I had immense plans,' he muttered irresolutely?*®. 'Yes,' said I; 'but if you try to
shout I'll smash your head with—' There was not a stick or a stone near. 'l will throttle

you for good?*!' I corrected myself?*%2. 'I was on the threshold of great things?*®)' he

2465

pleaded?*®*, in a voice of longing 2466

, with a wistfulness***® of tone that made my

blood run cold. 'And now for this stupid scoundrel®*’—' '"Your success in Europe is

assured in any case,' I affirmed steadily. I did not want to have the throttling of him,
you understand—and indeed it would have been very little use for any practical

purpose. I tried to break the spell>*®—the heavy, mute spell of the wilderness—that

seemed to draw him to its pitiless breast?*® by the awakening of forgotten and brutal

instincts?’%, by the memory of gratified and monstrous passions?*’!. This alone, I was

convinced, had driven him out to the edge of the forest**’?, to the bush, towards the

gleam of fires, the throb of drums®¥’, the drone of weird incantations?*’#; this alone

had beguiled his unlawful soul beyond the bounds of permitted aspirations. And, don't

you see, the terror of the position was not in being knocked on the head®*>—though I

had a very lively sense of that danger?*’®, too—but in this, that I had to deal with a

being?#’” to whom I could not appeal in the name of anything high or low. I had, even

like the niggers, to invoke?*’® him—himself—his own exalted and incredible

degradation®*”. There was nothing either above or below him, and I knew it. He had
kicked himself loose of the earth. Confound the man! he had kicked the very earth to

pieces. He was alone, and I before him did not know whether I stood on the ground or



floated in the air. I've been telling you what we said—repeating the phrases we

pronounced—but what's the good**®*? They were common everyday words—the

familiar, vague sounds exchanged on every waking day of life?*!. But what of that?

2482

They had behind them, to my mind, the terrific suggestiveness“*** of words heard in

dreams, of phrases spoken in nightmares. Soul! If anybody ever struggled with a

2484

soul®®®, T am the man. And I wasn't arguing with a lunatic?>*** either. Believe me or not,

2485__

his intelligence was perfectly clear concentrated, it is true, upon himself with

horrible intensity, yet clear; and therein was my only chance—barring, of course, the

killing him there and then, which wasn't so good, on account of unavoidable noise?#%.

But his soul was mad. Being alone in the wilderness, it had looked within itself, and,

2487
, 1

by heavens! I tell you, it had gone mad. I had—for my sins suppose—to go

through the ordeal®*®® of looking into it myself. No eloquence could have been so

withering to one's belief in mankind®**° as his final burst of sincerity?**°. He struggled

2491

with himself, too. I saw it—I heard it. I saw the inconceivable mystery**”! of a soul

2492

that knew no restraint, no faith, and no fear>*?, yet struggling blindly?*** with itself. I

kept my head pretty well****; but when I had him at last stretched on the couch, I

wiped my forehead®*, while my legs shook under me?*¢ as though I had carried half

2497

a ton on my back down that hill. And yet I had only supported him***’, his bony arm

clasped round my neck?***—and he was not much heavier than a child**°.

R

2460. irresolutely: PRZETEWTHL; M DL 58 PO HiL .

2461. throttle you for good: FA{EARIIEENE FFHAKAT; —JEHIEIR. throttle BN “H (MEWE); F=RE”,
for good RN IR AMEML; AIEKHL .

2462. correct myself: ZIEHC; ST,

2463. on the threshold of great things: IE#E# T —# KZF k. on the threshold of N “fE -+ B THE s
TE—ANH BN HEOR R IMTTLE 7. threshold BN “T 1M, #4h s JFum s

2464. plead: BUIHLIENR; Dl NEEH; R fEfE .

2465. longing: WH; #E,

2466. wistfulness: JHEE; PRtk ik,

2467. for this stupid scoundrel: A#BHE NIX/NBEENIRE . scoundrel BN “Wii; TRE".

2468. break the spell: FTHEIL; S5 REFRFSFPIRESEGRmM, (FAKE IEW I EERIT N,

2469. draw him to its pitiless breast: A FIIE T Gl I FIHRIE.

2470. the awakening of forgotten and brutal instincts: MaEgE | A 05 OB 8 9 S AR E o instinct BN “A

figs RPE; H7s



2471. the memory of gratified and monstrous passions: i 1 & £83 & 1 (1 AR R 2K AR B BUE 199212
2472. driven him out to the edge of the forest: B & fth i [ A AR 130 2,5 DRAE 6 Ath ) 55 AR 25 &
2473. the throb of drums: FERERIER . throb &N “ GREVEFIARERDD BEah 7.

2474. the drone of weird incantations: &P FCIE RIS 75 o

2475. being knocked on the head: #{—MFRI/EMILE I (BEFT BB A0,

2476. had a very lively sense of that danger: 1% & Hth 25 1R BB FN G J6 U AFTE - lively 7EIX LRy « ZETR IR 1
RS

2477. deal with a being: 53X AJEliE; SHAFIEA N

2478. invoke: fEXHLEEY “Hrik; k7.

2479. exalted and incredible degradation: th A JG Eb i (4T SUAS AT ELALKIVE 4

2480. what's the good: fIfFALFAb/HAENE? 4= X We?

2481. the familiar, vague sounds exchanged on every waking day of life: ZEE BRI — P4 14 H 7 5 #2x 1
SRAN TN N T 11 T8 2 25 1T SCASER 1) 75

2482. the terrific suggestiveness: A {117 .

2483. struggle with a soul: Fl—A~ Rz 3},

2484. alunatic: — T

2485. his intelligence was perfectly clear: il it #H # E & TSR .

2486. on account of unavoidable noise: 2N (—HZIF) B A TSk E

2487. for my sins: JeFRIEA NG/ arHEELZ

2488. ordeal: JBEiE; FIG.

2489. so withering to one's belief in mankind: i AXHEAN N RFrAHI (S & — T2/t . withering &
N CAEERE RN AR,

2490. his final burst of sincerity: thllifi £k 1AL A I 2 & -

2491. the inconceivable mystery: i DAAE G 1) BRI

2492. knew no restraint, no faith, and no fear: AT, BEEEM. TLAHEIE.

2493. blindly: & Hith; #IELMH, RES7Hb.

2494. kept my head pretty well: &1Lk — B IRIE .

2495. wiped my forehead: % T #43k (FIAH).

2496. my legs shook under me: FKHIE—EE Nk .

2497. supported him: SC#EHA; HPEAb.,

2498. clasped round my neck: IFEE/IE/HNTERIIFE T L.

2499. was not much heavier than a child: ANL—AEFEL /D,

“When next day we left at noon, the crowd, of whose presence behind the curtain of

2501

trees?*% I had been acutely conscious®°! all the time, flowed out of the woods again,

filled the clearing, covered the slope with a mass of?>? naked, breathing, quivering,

2503

bronze bodies. I steamed up a bit, then swung down stream*"°, and two thousand eyes

2504

followed the evolutions 2505

of the splashing, thumping 2506

, fierce river-demon

beating the water with its terrible tail and breathing black smoke into the air®**’. In

front of the first rank?>%, along the river, three men, plastered with bright red earth?®




from head to foot, strutted to and fro restlessly?*'’. When we came abreast again, they
faced the river, stamped their feet, nodded their horned heads, swayed their scarlet
bodies; they shook towards the fierce river-demon a bunch of?*'! black feathers, a

mangy skin with a pendent tail>>'>—something that looked a dried gourd®'3; they

shouted periodically together strings of amazing words?3'* that resembled no sounds

of human language®'>; and the deep murmurs of the crowd, interrupted suddenly,

were like the responses of some satanic litany>*'6.

R

2500. whose presence behind the curtain of trees: AT HEEM A ST GRLEE).

2501. been acutely conscious: FEIHIE IR E; 528 Hb i .

2502. a massof: —KEf.

2503. swung down stream: [ NiFRFE 7 . swing X LB “B08 (5D Mlkiza); 47,
2504. evolution: 7EIXHE N “ABfL; ALE A7,

2505. thump: Hifi; HEd7. X HLAS ARV AR AR S A B K

2506. river-demon: JAT#R; JKPE. TEEFARRH, VRN “OKIR7.

2507. breathing black smoke into the air: [7] %5 HRE I HY 268 4 55

2508. rank: 17%1; fF%1.

2509. plastered with bright red earth: ¥Rip J BELL (O HIJE 1. plaster fEIX RN “CHIEYD Itk B
2510. strutted to and fro restlessly: £2EEA 22 KB R [HES) . strut BN “BEESE; B2, toand
fro BN “KmIHL”, restlessly BN “HEEEA L,

2511. abunch of: —#fl; —Ifi.

2512. a mangy skin with a pendent tail: & — 4B LTS . mangy BN “V58511; BRI~ pendent
ROy CTREN: FAMEHN 7

2513. gourd: #H/.

2514. strings of amazing words: — 3% £ AR AT IE

2515. resembled no sounds of human language: A% & N2KiE = BES.

2516. satanic litany: SEBELUW IV #. litany BN “TUK TR IIMRIE; E8E7,

“We had carried Kurtz into the pilot-house: there was more air there. Lying on the
couch, he stared through the open shutter. There was an eddy in the mass of human

bodies, and the woman with helmeted head®'” and tawny cheeks rushed out?!® to the

very brink*!? of the stream. She put out her hands, shouted something, and all that

wild mob*? took up the shout in a roaring chorus®>>?! of articulated*??, rapid,

2523 2524

breathless*’*° utterance

R



2517. with helmeted head: #if k& —FERIR AT,

2518. rushout: [ Hisk: AWK

2519. brink: W%k

2520. mob: IXHIRMIE “ AHE”.

2521. aroaring chorus: 5775 &M, chorus 7TEIX L E A “F5/mE,; HHOMEBE",

2522. articulated: IXMABHE “ K EIHMI 7.

2523. breathless: Wi NG R EAAET AR JUPERARM. X EIRHEE ATH AR S,
JUF AN s U JABA Y o

2524. utterance: (N) RHMIERS.

“'Do you understand this?' I asked.

“He kept on looking out past me with fiery?*, longing eyes, with a mingled??¢
expression of wistfulness*>?” and hate. He made no answer, but I saw a smile, a smile

of indefinable??® meaning, appear on his colourless lips that a moment after?>%

twitched convulsively?3*°. 'Do I not?' he said slowly, gasping®**!, as if the words had

been torn out of him by a supernatural power?332.

R

2525. fiery: REREMARER: T,

2526. mingled: & BRI

2527. wistfulness: ¥&#; {7/,

2528. indefinable: MECAJEZEM; Jonl 444K .

2529. a moment after: & 7 F %,

2530. twitch convulsively: JZ=ZENAHEZ) T —F . twitch BN “Hif&d; #H15)”, convulsively =4 “J=ZEPEHE”,
2531. gasp: Mi/d; fEHMA.

2532. by a supernatural power: {3558 5 AR I1 & .

“I pulled the string?33? of the whistle, and I did this because I saw the pilgrims on deck

getting out their rifles_with an air of anticipating a jolly lark®>**. At the sudden

screech?> there was a movement of abject terror?>¢ through that wedged?33” mass of

bodies. 'Don't! don't you frighten them away, cried some one on deck

disconsolately?33®. T pulled the string time after time?3*°. They broke and ran?%, they

leaped, they crouched, they swerved®*!, they dodged the flying terror of the sound?>42.

The three red chaps had fallen flat>>#*, face down on the shore, as though they had

been shot dead. Only the barbarous and superb woman®* did not so much as




flinch?>%, and stretched tragically?>>*® her bare arms after us over the sombre and

glittering river.

VERE:

2533. pull the string: FiB1%8 T,

2534. with an air of anticipating a jolly lark: & b EIFGIIRE — B R, lark BN “IiiR; HUR”.
2535. At the sudden screech: — Wt I 5 T a0 H R 1200 -

2536. a movement of abject terror: — BN RYVESEE %S . abject BN “HLIEN); AR ANSEMT.
2537. wedged: M.

2538. disconsolately: VU Muth; AP,

2539. time after time: — IR — K.

2540. broke and ran: PAMIIREL 7, ABEHISC T .

2541. swerve: IR FLET.

2542. dodge the flying terror of the sound: HriktE A FEREE VI A i k2

2543. fall flat: EHESELE T M.

2544. the barbarous and superb woman: ASANEF 2R 11 3 o/ HE N A 2o .

2545. flinch: B%5; 243,

2546. tragically: Foiili A5 EHb.

“And then that imbecile crowd down on the deck started their little fun, and I could

see nothing more for smoke.

“The brown current ran swiftly out of the heart of darkness, bearing us down towards

2547

the sea**’" with twice the speed of our upward progress; and Kurtz's life was running

swiftly, too, ebbing?3*¥, ebbing out of his heart into the sea of inexorable time. The

manager was very placid®**, he had no vital anxieties?>* now, he took us both in with

2551

a comprehensive*>' and satisfied glance: the 'affair' had come off as well as could be

2552

wished. I saw the time approaching when I would be left alone*>* of the party of

2553

'unsound method.' The pilgrims looked upon me with disfavour=--. I was, so to speak,

numbered with the dead*®*. It is strange how I accepted this unforeseen

partnership?>?, this choice of nightmares forced upon me?>® in the tenebrous®>*’ land

invaded?>>® by these mean and greedy phantoms?>>°.

VERE:
2547. bearing us down towards the sea: 2 (17K HE FA 1 K6 CBIRIR.



2548. ebb: TVk; 1B,

2549. placid: Vi) JUEMR: —UIREERFET.

2550. vital anxieties: EEM0E; KA.

2551. comprehensive: MMH; Zia R

2552. be left alone: #AltH

2553. disfavour: AEX; X,

2554. numbered with the dead: XA AYEEAE—HL/ B —1k .
2555. this unforeseen partnership: X MERMR IR R
2556. this choice of nightmares forced upon me: IX/NMEPIEFEFEN L XAgaR MBI & L. .
2557. tenebrous: B B o

2558. invade: f2M%; AfZ.

2559. these mean and greedy phantoms: X &6 BRI S 53 4% 1) 3% .

“Kurtz discoursed®*®?. A voice! a voice! It rang deep to the very last. It survived his

strength to hide in the magnificent folds of eloquence the barren darkness of his heart.

2561

Oh, he struggled! he struggled! The wastes of his weary brain?®!' were haunted*¢* by

shadowy images®® now—images of wealth and fame revolving obsequiously?%

round his unextinguishable gift of noble and lofty expression?3%°. My Intended, my

station, my career, my ideas—these were the subjects for the occasional utterances of

elevated sentiments?>%. The shade of the original Kurtz?*®’ frequented the bedside?>%®

of the hollow sham, whose fate it was to be buried presently in the mould of primeval

earth?>®. But both the diabolic*>” love and the unearthly®’! hate of the mysteries it

had penetrated®*’?> fought for the possession of that soul satiated with primitive

2574

emotions?”3, avid of lying fame?’4, of sham distinction®>”>, of all the appearances of

success and power.

R

2560. discourse: ¥ Rik.

2561. the wastes of his weary brain: At FS5% &1 kG B SR A RIS

2562. haunt: (2D HK; HEAE ko

2563. shadowy images: KAMEIIZ] % .

2564. revolving obsequiously: E YR FESEHE/iefFs 3 . revolve =N “JiEf:”, obsequiously BN “iF A ME;
Z2 R

2565. unextinguishable gift of noble and lofty expression: 155 o1 fl 5% m R IA AN AT BE KRR & ot 5Bk 1A
FiREA

2566. the occasional utterances of elevated sentiments: {5 /K1% 071X L8747 5 51 1 17 18 ) 16



2567. The shade of the original Kurtz: JEJEH3AN B2 R IR /B LE FRHSAS 22 7R PR 1) U ERL

2568. frequent the bedside: & HIITEPRIL . frequent =N “H s WHANT: NV,
2569. the mould of primeval earth: 1X 4G KM — L Fr.

2570. diabolic: BEWRALM: TREEM.

2571. unearthly: #FT; ATAR .

2572. penetrate: JRN; A&,

2573. satiated with primitive emotions: &% UG 1 .

2574. avid of lying fame: FAZNMEH . avid B “HGEN; EEEN”.

2575. sham distinction: JE{EIM 4. distinction TEIX RN “4 8, FE7,

“Sometimes he was contemptibly*7® childish®”’. He desired*’® to have kings meet

him at railway-stations on his return from some ghastly Nowhere*”, where he

intended to accomplish great things?*®°. 'You show them you have in you

something®! that is really profitable, and then there will be no limits to the

recognition of your ability?*®2' he would say. 'Of course you must take care of the

2583

motives~>—right motives—always.' The long reaches that were like one and the

same reach, monotonous bends that were exactly alike, slipped past the steamer with

2584

their multitude®*®* of secular®>® trees looking patiently after this grimy fragment of

another world, the forerunner>3*¢ of change, of conquest, of trade, of massacres, of
blessings. I looked ahead—piloting. 'Close the shutter,’ said Kurtz suddenly one day;
'l can't bear to look at this.' I did so. There was a silence. 'Oh, but I will wring your

heart yet!"' he cried at the invisible?*®” wilderness.

VERE:

2576. contemptibly: 4 NEBFLHL; ] 5EHE,

2577. childish: AUFER; 270

2578. desire: WwiH; AHE,

2579. some ghastly Nowhere: AR TC 44 2 Mo

2580. intended to accomplish great things: A8 p gt — & V.

2581. you have in you something: 1E% &7 /& “you have something in you”, #s2 “4r#74 something”,
something 7EIX BRI “HAhALT”, BI “Be CAMRATD kM & G 7,

2582. no limits to the recognition of your ability: A TX VRIFTRE T HIARN CRISEED oA ibss. BRI “AhA]
SR RN 57

2583. take care of the motives: JEEZINL, TEIXHEEN “ANEHIL 7.

2584. multitude: KiE; X%

2585. secular: {EIXHEN “HEZAM; Z80; KM,

2586. forerunner: JCIK; SEIRE .



2587. invisible: AWM FRIEA. XHEIERE “AEMIERENT .

“We broke down?3*®—as I had expected—and had to lie up for repairs®*® at the head

of an island. This delay was the first thing that shook Kurtz's confidence**°. One

morning he gave me a packet of papers and a photograph—the lot tied together with a

2591

shoe-string®®!. 'Keep this for me,' he said. 'This noxious®*? fool' (meaning the

manager) 'is capable of prying into my boxes when I am not looking.' In the afternoon

2593

I saw him. He was lying on his back with closed eyes, and I withdrew*"> quietly, but I

heard him mutter, 'Live rightly>>**, die, die...' I listened. There was nothing more. Was

2595

he rehearsing®®> some speech in his sleep, or was it a fragment of a phrase*° from

some newspaper article? He had been writing for the papers and meant to do so*’

2598

again, 'for the furthering®”® of my ideas. It's a duty.'

R

2588. broke down: JiifHi; HikkE.

2589. lie up for repairs: {5 T{&H,

2590. shook Kurtz's confidence: ZNH% T /RIS Lo

2591. shoe-string: 77,

2592. noxious: FLEPf); MEEN.

2593. withdraw: EH (FHED.

2594. Live rightly: ¥ 13CHHIE K/ JEHZET

2595. rehearse: ff%k; Hik.

2596. afragment of a phrase: R 5 Hif. fragment BN “HEF: FEL.
2597. meantodo so: FTHIXFEA

2598. further: #fEilk: i, X HATREFRIZ “fE8E CEAD”,

“His was an impenetrable darkness. I looked at him as you peer down*% at a man
who is lying at the bottom of a precipice?*® where the sun never shines. But I had not
much time to give him, because I was helping the engine-driver®®! to take to pieces

the leaky cylinders*, to straighten a bent connecting-rod?¢®, and in other such

matters. I lived in an infernal mess of rust?*™ (filings?6%, nuts?*%®, bolts??7,

2609

spanners?%®®, hammers, ratchet-drills?*”—things 1 abominate?®'?, because I don't get

on with them?$!!. T tended®®'? the little forge?®'* we fortunately had aboard; I toiled



2614 ;

wearily?°!# in a wretched scrap-heap?°!>—unless I had the shakes too bad to stand?¢'®.

R

2599. peer down: fiffil; MLl N E . peer BN “HAl; THIIHE .
2600. precipice: =&, ZikE,

2601. engine-driver: T fg&FRIAMT LMK, ML T,

2602. take to pieces the leaky cylinders: Ff T 7K /I < BIVEL.

2603. straighten a bent connecting-rod: B .25 #H B3EFT .

2604. rust: 4.

2605. filings: #:/5: AR

2606. nut: BREE IRIE.

2607. bolt: #5ke; #RET.

2608. spanner: ITF; BRZITF.

2609. ratchet-drill: BRFCH A o

2610. abominate: JH{R; M.

2611. | don't get on with them: FRIREATE K.

2612. tend: MRl MR

2613. forge: P,

2614. toil wearily: JEHEH T {F.

2615. in a wretched scrap-heap: EIXHET R FIBEAR 124k ikl . wretched 2N “ 14 H, B1BH; (R
BRI, %50/, scrap-heap =y “JRhHE; BREHE”.

2616. | had the shakes too bad to stand: £}45 A Jj7 & i s 2 A o

“One evening coming in with a candle I was startled to hear him say a little
tremulously?®'’, 'T am lying here in the dark waiting for death.' The light was within a
foot of his eyes. I forced myself to murmur, 'Oh, nonsense!' and stood over him as if
transfixed®®'3.

TERE:

2617. tremulously: KHMHb; EiEHb,
2618. transfixed: W15 BRI ASHESNFT.

“Anything approaching?!® the change that came over his features?®*® I have never
seen before, and hope never to see again. Oh, I wasn't touched. I was fascinated. It

was as though a veil had been rent?®?!. I saw on that ivory face the expression of

sombre pride, of ruthless?®?> power, of craven®%?® terror—of an intense and hopeless

despair. Did he live his life again in every detail of desire, temptation®6?*, and



surrender?®® during that supreme moment of complete knowledge? He cried in a

whisper at some image, at some vision—he cried out twice, a cry that was no more

than a breath?6%¢:

“"The horror! The horror!"

R

2619. approaching: i T; 15 L.

2620. his features: LI FLE ; ARHIAIURFALE

2621. aveil had been rent: TZPHiiZ%. veil BN “T%b; M, rent BN “HiliZd; ihbfr”, 2 rend K
PRI A T v

2622. ruthless: JCIE; REM.

2623. craven: REAEMN; AR

2624. temptation: 5]i%; HEK,

2625. surrender: s PUEY; AEEIEA.

2626. that was no more than a breath: (PR ) JEARLRGS KL/

“I blew the candle out*®”’ and left the cabin. The pilgrims were dining in the

mess-room?%?8, and I took my place opposite the manager, who lifted his eyes to give
me a questioning glance, which I successfully ignored. He leaned back, serene’$?,

with that peculiar smile of his sealing the unexpressed depths of his meanness?®3°. A

continuous shower of small flies streamed?%! upon the lamp, upon the cloth, upon our
hands and faces. Suddenly the manager's boy put his insolent?**? black head in the

doorway, and said in a tone of scathing contempt?%3*:

“'‘Mistah Kurtz—he dead.'

R

2627. blew the candle out: XK T I,

2628. were dining in the mess-room: 1E7EE =717, dine =~ “HEE; 121”7, mess-room &A “48)T;
'BH,

2629. serene: V) MZM.

2630. that peculiar smile of his sealing the unexpressed depths of his meanness: HSFIREA 1« J5 B fit 00 i B
R Y BLER TS o unexpressed BN “ANFRIER; ABULH 7.

2631. stream: (EXHLEZNIA, BN AW R Jmidk”.

2632. insolent: fi12¥1; AL,



2633. in a tone of scathing contempt: H—FhRZI L MITE . scathing BN “RZIM): AN,

“All the pilgrims rushed out to see. I remained, and went on with my dinner. I believe

I was considered brutally callous?®**. However, I did not eat much. There was a lamp

in there—light, don't you know—and outside it was so beastly?®®, beastly dark. I

went no more near the remarkable man who had pronounced a judgment upon?*¢ the

adventures of his soul on this earth?$3”. The voice was gone. What else had been there?

But I am of course aware that next day the pilgrims buried something in a muddy

hole.

HERE:

2634. brutally callous: FREETCIERT. brutally BN “FR2; EPEHL”, callous BN “HEEZHEM; WS
E(J ”O

2635. beastly: HFanh; FRAM. XHEIFARZ “WE; JEF 7
2636. pronounced a judgment upon: X (FZFH) Fithr; FEiL.
2637. the adventures of his soul on this earth: i) RFIEIXMER FHE S .

“And then they very nearly buried me.

“However, as you see, I did not go to join Kurtz there and then. I did not. I remained
to dream the nightmare out to the end, and to show my loyalty to Kurtz once more.
Destiny. My destiny! Droll thing life is—that mysterious arrangement of merciless
logic for a futile purpose. The most you can hope from it is some knowledge of
yourself—that comes too late—a crop of unextinguishable regrets. I have wrestled?3®

2639

with death. It is the most unexciting?®*® contest?**’ you can imagine. It takes place in

2641 t2642

an impalpable greyness=**', with nothing underfoot****, with nothing around, without

2643

spectators?%®, without clamour?**, without glory, without the great desire of

victory?®®, without the great fear of defeat’®*, in a sickly?¢*” atmosphere of tepid

2648 without much belief in your own right, and still less in that of your

scepticism
adversary. If such is the form of ultimate wisdom, then life is a greater riddle?**’ than

some of us think it to be. I was within a hair's breadth of the last opportunity for



pronouncement, and I found with humiliation?¢3°

that probably I would have nothing
to say. This is the reason why I affirm that Kurtz was a remarkable man. He had
something to say. He said it. Since I had peeped over the edge myself, I understand

better the meaning of his stare, that could not see the flame of the candle?®®!, but was

2652

wide enough to embrace the whole universe?®*?, piercing?%>* enough to penetrate all

the hearts that beat in the darkness. He had summed up?***—he had judged. 'The
horror!" He was a remarkable man. After all, this was the expression of some sort of
belief; it had candour?%>®, it had conviction, it had a vibrating note of revolt in its

whisper, it had the appalling face of a glimpsed truth?®*—the strange commingling of

2657

desire and hate?®’. And it is not my own extremity?®® I remember best—a vision?>

2661 t2662

of greyness without form?¢%° filled with physical pain?*®!, and a careless contemp

2663

for the evanescence**® of all things—even of this pain itself. No! It is his extremity

that I seem to have lived through. True, he had made that last stride, he had stepped

2664

over the edge*®***, while I had been permitted to draw back my hesitating foot. And

perhaps in this is the whole difference; perhaps all the wisdom, and all truth, and all

sincerity?%®, are just compressed into that inappreciable moment of time?%% in which

2667

we step over the threshold of the invisible Perhaps! I like to think my

2668

summing-up would not have been a word of careless contempt. Better his
cry?®®—much better. It was an affirmation, a moral victory paid for?”° by

2671

innumerable defeats?®’!, by abominable terrors®®’?, by abominable satisfactions?¢’.

But it was a victory! That is why I have remained loyal to Kurtz to the last, and even
beyond, when a long time after I heard once more, not his own voice, but the echo of

his magnificent eloquence?*’* thrown to me from a soul as translucently pure as a cliff

of crystal?¢”s.

VERE:

2638. wrestle: $RE; HHIT: My .

2639. unexciting: FLIHZ BRI, AN ANNME .

2640. contest: 3%; 3,

2641. animpalpable greyness: — H RN MELAMEBEIK KIS . impalpable BN “TCiEMl I #EAE
s JCIEMs MECLERRR 7,

2642. underfoot: 7EJIT.



2643. spectator: CUTRIAE LLERAD WA FMFH.

2644. clamour: WBi; ME[H . X ELERMZ A 7 EWAMANE (AT R XK, AT RE RN A& ).
2645. the great desire of victory: R EEER]; SREIAISR AL

2646. the great fear of defeat: X 2RI RIH 5 AL 1H .

2647. sickly: 2 ANAER; 2 NEOH.

2648. tepid scepticism: FLEFMIREE; AEAK, HIEMEE. tepid BN “RUEN; AHIER”, scepticism
BN CMRBEARE: MEEE X,

2649. riddle: BKif; K.

2650. humiliation: ZEKHIF; IS .

2651. the flame of the candle: il K I -

2652. embrace the whole universe: 4% F2Hi. embrace ZJy “IHl; g, i,

2653. piercing: XHUIRMZ “UREEEHG BELY: AR,

2654. sumup: fEZh; fHONESE .

2655. candour: H[1; EHHK,

2656. the appalling face of a glimpsed truth: —¥2Z~, B0 7 B ISR v (0 T AL

2657. commingling of desire and hate: #XHE 5TEIRIIZE G- commingling BN “IRA; A IF; H4i7,

2658. extremity: {EIXHLECN “Humlbit; 457,

2659. vision: =% 4%

2660. without form: BCATR/TEAH: TR .

2661. filled with physical pain: 78iifi 7 P& KR .

2662. a careless contempt: JEAZ R

2663. evanescence: M 4JK. BIAT Wi — A4 B0, RAAEE R NAFE.

2664. stepped over the edge: L THSNAA (AEFEZ MR .

2665. sincerity: ELif; K.

2666. compressed into that inappreciable moment of time: ¥ 45 7E AU TT 22 (1) — % [A] . inappreciable &4
TR R IE

2667. step over the threshold of the invisible: ¥ [T, AN EA MM T, 81042 o A BP0 —BE
18

2668. mysumming-up: KM 45 I HT.

2669. Better his cry: X iG] 5E B IE A2 His cry is better, BF “ FE /R R I £ IR 0R, - LU L8 6 T 11 f v 22
527,

2670. a moral victory paid for: — /NN AT TAN I E S L PR

2671. innumerable defeats: JCEU) LI .

2672. abominable terrors: AJ &L H .

2673. abominable satisfactions: A 2 . RIEAVA AL, REARSRAKEE )3 A2 o

2674. the echo of his magnificent eloquence: fhABTEFEHERF I . echo BN “BIfAE; [AlW; [A135 7,

2675. as translucently pure as a cliff of crystal: #F5/K i 22— FEEZETS - translucently =N “ &I 7,

“No, they did not bury me, though there is a period of time which I remember
mistily?*’®, with a shuddering wonder, like a passage?$’’ through some inconceivable
world that had no hope in it and no desire. I found myself back in the sepulchral city

resenting the sight of people hurrying through the streets to filch a little money from



each other, to devour their infamous cookery, to gulp their unwholesome beer?$’8, to

dream their insignificant and silly dreams®®”. They trespassed upon my thoughts.

They were intruders®®®® whose knowledge of life was to me an irritating pretence,
because I felt so sure they could not possibly know the things I knew. Their bearing,

which was simply the bearing of commonplace individuals going about their

business?®®! in the assurance of perfect safety?®?, was offensive?*® to me like the

outrageous flauntings of folly in the face of a danger it is unable to comprehend. I had

no particular desire to enlighten them?®*, but I had some difficulty in restraining

myself?%® from laughing in their faces so full of stupid importance?6®. I daresay?6®’ I

was not very well at that time. I tottered***® about the streets—there were various

2689

affairs to settle?*®*—grinning bitterly at perfectly respectable persons?*°. I admit my

behaviour was inexcusable?®®!, but then my temperature was seldom normal in these

days. My dear aunt's endeavours?$®? to 'nurse up my strength'?®>* seemed altogether

beside the mark®®4. It was not my strength that wanted nursing, it was my

imagination that wanted soothing. I kept the bundle of papers given me by Kurtz, not
knowing exactly what to do with it. His mother had died lately, watched over**, as |

was told, by his Intended. A clean-shaved®®® man, with an official manner?®’ and

wearing gold-rimmed spectacles?®*8, called on me one day and made inquiries, at first

2699
2

circuitous afterwards suavely pressing?’®, about what he was pleased to

2701

denominate*’”' certain 'documents.' I was not surprised, because I had had two rows

with the manager?’?? on the subject out there. I had refused to give up the smallest

scrap out of that package, and I took the same attitude with the spectacled man. He
became darkly menacing?’® at last, and with much heat argued that the Company had

the right to every bit of information about its 'territories.””’** And said he, 'Mr. Kurtz's

knowledge of unexplored regions must have been necessarily extensive and
peculiar—owing to his great abilities and to the deplorable circumstances in which he
had been placed: therefore—' I assured him Mr. Kurtz's knowledge, however

extensive, did not bear upon the problems of commerce or administration?’?. He

invoked?’% then the name of science. 'It would be an incalculable loss*’"’ if)' etc., etc.

I offered him the report on the 'Suppression of Savage Customs,' with the



postscriptum torn off?’%8. He took it up eagerly?’®, but ended by sniffing at it*’'* with

an air of contempt®’!'!. '"This is not what we had a right to expect,' he remarked. 'Expect

nothing else,' I said. 'There are only private letters." He withdrew upon some threat of
legal proceedings, and I saw him no more; but another fellow, calling himself Kurtz's
cousin, appeared two days later, and was anxious to hear all the details about his dear
relative's last moments. Incidentally?’!? he gave me to understand that Kurtz had been

essentially a great musician. 'There was the making of an immense success?’"," said

2714

the man, who was an organist*’'%, I believe, with lank grey hair flowing over?’!> a

greasy?’1% coat-collar. I had no reason to doubt his statement; and to this day I am

2717

unable to say what was Kurtz's profession®’!’, whether he ever had any—which was

the greatest of his talents. I had taken him for a painter?’'® who wrote for the papers,

or else for a journalist?’"” who could paint—but even the cousin (who took snuff?’?°
during the interview) could not tell me what he had been—exactly. He was a universal
genius?’>'—on that point I agreed with the old chap, who thereupon blew his nose

noisily into a large cotton handkerchief?’?*> and withdrew in senile agitation®’%,

bearing off>’** some family letters and memoranda without importance?’?. Ultimately

a journalist anxious to know something of the fate of his 'dear colleague' turned up?’*°.

2727

This visitor informed me Kurtz's proper sphere“’*’ ought to have been politics 'on the

popular side.””’”® He had furry straight eyebrows?’?, bristly hair cropped short?’*°, an

2731 confessed his opinion that

eyeglass on a broad ribbon, and, becoming expansive
Kurtz really couldn't write a bit—'but heavens! how that man could talk. He

electrified large meetings®’*?. He had faith—don't you see?—he had the faith. He

could get himself to believe anything—anything. He would have been a splendid

leader of an extreme party?’*.' "What party?' I asked. 'Any party,' answered the other.

'He was an—an—extremist?’>*."! Did I not think so? I assented?’*>. Did I know, he

asked, with a sudden flash of curiosity?’¢, 'what it was that had induced him to go out

there?' 'Yes,' said I, and forthwith handed him?7*” the famous Report for publication, if

he thought fit>’*®, He glanced through it hurriedly?’*°, mumbling all the time?’4,

judged 'it would do,' and took himself off with this plunder?74!.
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2676. mistily: WS ALK FRLIH.

2677. passage: JHIE; JRFE; FT.

2678. gulp their unwholesome beer: JEMHZE AL . gulp BN “ RHAFHFE; KEBIX”, unwholesome
BN BRI R

2679. dream their insignificant and silly dreams: & L TC K 2545 .

2680. intruder: [BAE; NHZE.

2681. the bearing of commonplace individuals going about their business: L RAGF 5% 22 HHEFFEF . bearing
BN AGS: Zab BT

2682. in the assurance of perfect safety: FifLICIL; B AN 1% 4 fRB% . assurance TEIX HLECN “HRIE; #f
",

2683. offensive: JLALIK: BILM. XEIHZ “SANRE. ZATH,

2684. had no particular desire to enlighten them: JFANE 4825 S EEARAT .

2685. had some difficulty in restraining myself: 7 & TEHI AT EH .

2686. laughing in their faces so full of stupid importance: X A4 158 5 i AN JLIK ZE IR K5 .

2687. daresay: fifH; RMH; Hii.

2688. totter: mHiill; HREG-

2689. various affairs to settle: #%FH ELAR Yo/ R HL I Fi 5

2690. grin bitterly at perfectly respectable persons: [A]HSEE 4 AR I A fom BT 2R . grin BN “ B 41T
57, respectable =N “{EAS BRI, MCUEEN; MAREIT.

2691. inexcusable: ANHJJEIFI; BVEHHEEHH T .

2692. endeavour: %71; K71 iR

2693. nurse up my strength: KIS 71 IRE TS

2694. beside the mark: ¥AITH Hbn; WAIUEE L B

2695. watchover: fF&; ¥,

2696. clean-shaved: #] &S+ EF; A S

2697. an official manner: & BN ; AFAPMEE.

2698. wear gold-rimmed spectacles: 7% 4L IR .

2699. circuitous: LTI BN IR .

2700. suavely pressing: i SC/RTEMLIEE ; AN KALSHHOREGRAE A . suavely BN “HESCRMERL; A,
2701. denominate: fiv%; FRfE.

2702. had two rows with the manager: FIZFIDITFHEE, row (EIX HL &k “4rnb, whip”,

2703. menacing: BT BT

2704. had the right to every bit of information about its 'territories.': (/A ARAGHE| 5T H & “45H” (1)—
Y5 B . every bit of BN “4&H: A",

2705. bear upon the problems of commerce or administration: A17 V57 5 B 23 7] 4 BEA% o) 145 2% . bear upon
b= B RELRE S SO ORIyt A1

2706. invoke: TEIXHLEN “485l: L7

2707. an incalculable loss: AN 1] fli & 1135

2708. with the postscriptum torn off: i & L& lisE T .

2709. took it up eagerly: ZNAJTR PN T it % .

2710. sniff atit: %R LS.

2711. an air of contempt: HEMIASE,

2712. Incidentally: MfEH—%5); fHIRHL,



2713. the making of an immense success: 3 % 3RELE K BINITE /K ¥« making TE3X BLECh “FH i WB7E
(FEWA M

2714. organist: MBI REEEZEH: EXETFT. organ EXHLERN “HE: HEHNE".

2715. flow over: ¥itV5IM Mo XERAZ “BHELRK .

2716. greasy: G S,

2717. profession: by B, 1734,

2718. painter: M.

2719. journalist: 0% .

2720. took snuff: WY& MH . snuff fEIX HL RN “ S0,

2721. auniversal genius: —/NA[H/ AR R A —DME2AZZMA.

2722. blew his nose noisily into a large cotton handkerchief: —&t KHaAi F M T — F £, blew his
nose RN “HRELis .

2723. withdrew in senile agitation: &5 E T . senile agitation &4 “ZEMEEFL 7, B2 N GiEsm0
FET.

2724. bear off: {EXHLER “IR1F: WL

2725. memoranda without importance: AN/E-4 B 1) £ & 38 /H 44 4K .

2726. turnup: P& Fal; Ak

2727. proper sphere: FLIE[Y) (k) A,

2728. politics 'on the popular side.": “¥H7EKA—i4” KIBUATEESD.

2729. furry straight eyebrows: JET XK X H. furry BN “BEEN”, BEBRK/RLEE.

2730. bristly hair cropped short: RISk & BI1GIR 4 . bristly 2o “KIBLUR 7, crop fEIX H N “BIf”,
2731. expansive: JFRAM; (@IRMY; FTHF 7G50,

2732. electrified large meetings: SR 417, LT ARSI . electrify By “Adifu el {FIE) 7,
2733. asplendid leader of an extreme party: i 5 IR A H At o

2734. extremist: ¥ L

2735. assent: HEpl; [FE.

2736. with a sudden flash of curiosity: Z8RH b k—F 17 .

2737. forthwith handed him: SZZIJE5454i. forthwith 2“3l LRI AHEHL”.

2738. for publication, if he thought fit: WIS IANAE, ERRE.

2739. glanced through it hurriedly: JEHGE % 7.

2740. mumbling all the time: —EflKAE1i&. mumble BN “ &R Wk ”,

2741. took himself off with this plunder: XM EEF S PE ETT T . take off 7EIX HLECN “ 27, plunder
BN CHRIER s CGRAMNID GRS

“Thus I was left at last with a slim packet of letters?’*? and the girl's portrait. She

struck me as beautiful?’*—I mean she had a beautiful expression?’#*. 1 know that the

2745

sunlight can be made to lie, too, yet one felt that no manipulation of light and pose

2747 2748

could have conveyed?’#® the delicate shade of truthfulness?’#” upon those features

She seemed ready to listen without mental reservation?’#°, without suspicion, without

a thought for herself. I concluded I would go and give her back her portrait and those



letters myself. Curiosity? Yes; and also some other feeling perhaps. All that had been

Kurtz's?’>° had passed out of my hands: his soul, his body, his station, his plans, his
ivory, his career. There remained only his memory and his Intended—and I wanted to
give that up, too, to the past, in a way—to surrender personally all that remained of
him with me to that oblivion which is the last word of our common fate. I don't
defend myself?”>!. T had no clear perception®’>? of what it was I really wanted. Perhaps

it was an impulse of unconscious loyalty?’*3, or the fulfilment of one of those ironic

necessities?”>* that lurk in the facts of human existence?’?>. I don't know. I can't tell?”>°.

But I went.

R

2742. aslim packet of letters: —/NE{E. slim fEIX BN “HHER); b m7.

2743. struck me as beautiful: iEFRVF/EETULAISE . strike 7EIX B “il GEAD 1% 50k (GREUX
)7,

2744. a beautiful expression: &[N K1 o

2745. manipulation of light and pose: WHHEGLEFI L3 XL & TR R 17604

2746. convey: FiAtH; fRik.

2747. the delicate shade of truthfulness: AR I LB MIH IR . FRIVZR LOGRIE A ZIER
B NRSZ B R R .

2748. upon those features: {EARIAIZ b; I ARTHIZY (Ll N2 20— Fh LD

2749. without mental reservation: {5848 /Rt EZ IR

2750. all that remained of him: il ¥ 7E FIX BLA—1) .

2751. defend myself: HL; NE AR/ H.

2752. perception: Hfi#; A\KI; WA,

2753. an impulse of unconscious loyalty: &t iH B I 5 5 .

2754. the fulfilment of one of those ironic necessities: 52 58 Bl H N e HOAT 55

2755. lurk in the facts of human existence: ek 7E A1 S TR T 2 1 .

2756. | can't tell: FICIEIHH/AE -

“I thought his memory was like the other memories of the dead that accumulate in

every man's life—a vague impress on the brain?”>” of shadows that had fallen on it? in

their swift and final passage; but before the high and ponderous?®’*® door, between the

tall houses of a street as still and decorous®’*® as a well-kept alley in a cemetery?’¢, I

had a vision of him on the stretcher?’¢!, opening his mouth voraciously?’®?, as if to

devour all the earth with all its mankind?’%. He lived then before me; he lived as

much as he had ever lived—a shadow insatiable’’** of splendid appearances, of



frightful realities; a shadow darker than the shadow of the night, and draped nobly in

the folds of a gorgeous eloquence?’®. The vision seemed to enter the house with

me—the stretcher, the phantom-bearers®’®®, the wild crowd?’”’ of obedient

worshippers®’%®, the gloom of the forests, the glitter of the reach between the murky
bends, the beat of the drum, regular and muffled like the beating of a heart—the heart

of a conquering darkness. It was a moment of triumph®’® for the wilderness, an

invading and vengeful rush?’7° which, it seemed to me, I would have to keep back
alone for the salvation of another soul. And the memory of what I had heard him say

afar there, with the horned shapes stirring at my back, in the glow of fires, within the
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patient woods, those broken phrases came back to me*’”!, were heard again in their

ominous and terrifying simplicity. I remembered his abject pleading?’’?, his abject

threats, the colossal scale of his vile desires?’’3, the meanness?’’4, the torment?’’>, the

tempestuous anguish?’7¢ of his soul. And later on I seemed to see his collected languid

manner?’”’, when he said one day, 'This lot of ivory now is really mine. The Company

did not pay for it. I collected it myself at a very great personal risk?’’®. I am afraid

they will try to claim it as theirs?’” though. H'm. It is a difficult case. What do you

think I ought to do—resist?’8*? Eh? I want no more than justice.'... He wanted no more
than justice—no more than justice. I rang the bell>’®! before a mahogany?’®* door on

the first floor, and while I waited he seemed to stare at me out of the glassy

2783

panel—stare with that wide and immense stare embracing, condemning,

2784

loathing?’8* all the universe. I seemed to hear the whispered cry?’®*, “The horror! The

horror!”

VERE:

2757. avague impress on the brain: 5 7E i vaE HL R ASOR 17 ED 52 o

2758. ponderous: ZRE[; VTEMN.

2759. decorous: Ui/ s SLHERT .

2760. a well-kept alley in a cemetery: FJ 4115/ 4EF 1FIRUF 22 [ /N E% o well-kept B4 “ B ROBHE); (RE %
7, alley BN “/NEE; MR, cemetery BN “UNE; ML,

2761. a vision of him on the stretcher: fthAL/Si7E4EEE LI 4.

2762. voraciously: JRAFJEMHL; TXATC K.

2763. devour all the earth with all its mankind: I BEAN KM, JEFFH KM LA .

2764. insatiable: Joiki 2N AR TGIRM.



2765. the folds of a gorgeous eloquence: HMEAHANERN I/ . folds BN “RE4E”7, XHIRHZ “PAfE S Lm
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2766. the phantom-bearers: FLepy RALAFEIAZERIN; ILAREIAZEN R ES . phantom BN “HAR; Ta3k;
A

2767. the wild crowd: FEEF({) AHF.

2768. obedient worshippers: MEfi & MIIEEFER . obedient BN “HRAMAT; MM 7,

2769. a moment of triumph: JEER] I %1

2770. aninvading and vengeful rush: —I7{ZB&fx IR & Hhli . B “ B MR ZI S 7, invading B8 “ A
127, XN RN JEREM Y. vengeful B “HAK: BT, rush BN bl phids SREC
2771. came back to me: i —VCAEFRARE/WF s LRIR A4

2772. abject pleading: A& R .

2773. the colossal scale of his vile desires: AthI{IJG L ERHIAGEAE . colossal A “ BRI K, scale
FEIXHEN MR, R,

2774. meanness: YL@l 145,

2775. torment: (PRI, FERE LD FTBE: .

2776. tempestuous anguish: JHI ZU P v s 2 KRN AR 5 RS - tempestuous BN AT B AN 1) FREL
(s RIZIE”, anguish BoA “RIE; .

2777. his collected languid manner: £H5E M X HEPERIFET . collected B~ “HHEFN:; AN, languid B A
“PEER: REIIE7

2778. ata very great personal risk: HiZEdnt: FIRORE: B S B B WK K.

2779. claimitas theirs: EAE (RF) £AATH; LA ENCH.

2780. resist: St A% Al

2781. ring the bell: %M 7% .

2782. mahogany: BEfELAR, 4K; AWts; A,

2783. wide and immense stare: &) PR IUELI H .

2784. loathe: PHIR: K.

2785. the whispered cry: TFRiEM% (155) IIFNE .
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“The dusk was falling. I had to wait in a lofty drawing-room*"*® with three long

windows from floor to ceiling?”®’ that were like three luminous?’®® and bedraped?’®

columns. The bent gilt legs and backs?’*° of the furniture shone in indistinct curves?’°!.

The tall marble fireplace?’°? had a cold and monumental whiteness?”*?. A grand piano

stood massively?’®* in a corner; with dark gleams on the flat surfaces like a sombre

and polished?’* sarcophagus®’®. A high door opened—closed. I rose.

R

2786. drawing-room: KE=; &&/T.

2787. from floor to ceiling: MMWAR B R AN o 1 FEL A 4 22 7 1 o8 1F) o 28 R v

2788. luminous: KGN EH LN

2789. bedraped: iXHL 1 beheaded (T AL M); #EHTE ) MR X—FF, /& be+draped, =N “#



NI 7,

2790. The bent gilt legs and backs: 2 i), % 7 &0 () JBA (B H. XEEHR KT BRI E
METT.

2791. shone in indistinct curves: BOR |25 I 4S5 INHRE O o indistinct B9 “BOMIT), ANTERER: B 7.
shone #& shine (it 253,

2792. marble fireplace: KIA7EEN,

2793. a cold and monumental whiteness: — KA T AFS 1 [ . monumental F2H “ SRR 2@ 15
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2794. massively: JUEML; &% Hb,

2795. polished: #=f; il 7 6H0; FTEE R,

2796. Sarcophagus: (BEZIKEIEN) fitE.

“She came forward, all in black®”’, with a pale*’®® head, floating towards me in the
dusk. She was in mourning?’®. It was more than a year since his death, more than a
year since the news came; she seemed as though she would remember and mourn?8%
forever. She took both my hands in hers and murmured, 'l had heard you were
coming.' I noticed she was not very young—I mean not girlish®*"!. She had a mature

capacity?®?? for fidelity?®®, for belief, for suffering. The room seemed to have grown

darker, as if all the sad light of the cloudy evening had taken refuge on**** her

forehead. This fair hair, this pale visage?%, this pure brow, seemed surrounded by an

ashy halo?®% from which the dark eyes looked out at me. Their glance was

2807

guileless?®”’, profound, confident, and trustful?®®®. She carried her sorrowful head*"

as though she were proud of that sorrow, as though she would say, 'I-—I alone know

how to mourn for him as he deserves®®!?.' But while we were still shaking hands, such

2811

a look of awful desolation?®'! came upon her face?®!? that I perceived she was one of

those creatures that are not the playthings of Time. For her he had died only yesterday.
And, by Jove! the impression was so powerful that for me, too, he seemed to have

died only yesterday—nay?®!3, this very minute. I saw her and him in the same instant

2814_his death and her sorrow—I saw her sorrow in the very moment of his

of time
death. Do you understand? I saw them together—I heard them together. She had said,

with a deep catch of the breath?®!3, 'T have survived' while my strained ears?¥!® seemed

to hear distinctly?®!’, mingled with her tone of despairing?®!® regret, the summing up

whisper?®! of his eternal condemnation?®?°, T asked myself what I was doing there,



2821

with a sensation of panic***' in my heart as though I had blundered into a place of

cruel and absurd mysteries?¥?2 not fit for a human being to behold?*®?3. She motioned

me to a chair®®®*. We sat down. I laid the packet gently?®?> on the little table, and she

put her hand over it.... "You knew him well,’ she murmured, after a moment of

mourning silence?%2°,

2797. allin black: — & H#AK.,
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2809. carried her sorrowful head: &% 55 HIk .
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2811. alook of awful desolation: — MR HHITE . desolation B “INEL 53 Mt 7.
2812. came upon her face: HILEMAIHS L.

2813. nay: (HiE) A .

2814. in the same instant of time: #t1E [i]— ) .

2815. a deep catch of the breath: AW 7 — 0.

2816. my strained ears: FKEGE /T E IS,

2817. distinctly: JH#EH; BIAH.

2818. despairing: A HEA; LHEI.

2819. the summing up whisper: ) A 25 (142 5 HAE .

2820. condemnation: ##7T; S,

2821. asensation of panic: R AIIERGE . sensation 7EIX BLECN “CHERRZE I T = A2 1)) BRI s BARENR 7,
2822. blundered into a place of cruel and absurd mysteries: i | — NGRS I HE 12 B F R 2 1
2823. not fit for a human being to behold: ANZ#EANRE WK HAZEER); dEANK.

2824. motion me to a chair: /REFALTIE T L AT,

2825. lay the packet gently: ##HEEELT .

2826. a moment of mourning silence: FEJEHLUTER T %) BREE %,
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Intimacy=*" grows quickly out there,' I said. 'l knew him as well as it is possible for

one man to know another.'



VR

2827. intimacy: 5% #H.

“’And you admired him,' she said. 'It was impossible to know him and not to admire

him. Was it?'

“’"He was a remarkable man,' I said, unsteadily. Then before the appealing fixity of her
gaze, that seemed to watch for more words on my lips, I went on, 'It was impossible

not to—'

“’Love him,' she finished eagerly?®?, silencing me*®* into an appalled dumbness.

'How true! how true! But when you think that no one knew him so well as I! I had all
his noble confidence. I knew him best.'
R

2828. eagerly: SV VML, Hula,
2829. silence me: iLFRUTERTCIE . silence FEIX By “ffi 2l AU FAHAER (TR,

“"You knew him best,' I repeated. And perhaps she did. But with every word spoken
the room was growing darker, and only her forehead, smooth and white, remained

illumined by the inextinguishable light of belief and love.

“You were his friend,' she went on. 'His friend,' she repeated, a little louder. "You must
have been, if he had given you this, and sent you to me. I feel I can speak to you—and
oh! I must speak. I want you—you who have heard his last words—to know I have

been worthy of him?**°.... It is not pride.... Yes! I am proud to know I understood him

better than any one on earth—he told me so himself. And since his mother died I have

had no one—no one—to—to—'

VERE:
2830. been worthy of him: {EfSHtlf; A L.



“I listened. The darkness deepened. I was not even sure whether he had given me the
right bundle. I rather suspect he wanted me to take care of another batch of his papers
which, after his death, I saw the manager examining under the lamp. And the girl

talked, easing her pain*®’! in the certitude of my sympathy?®*?; she talked as thirsty

men drink?®33. T had heard that her engagement with Kurtz?®** had been disapproved

by her people®®®®. He wasn't rich enough or something. And indeed I don't know

2836

whether he had not been a pauper-*-° all his life. He had given me some reason to

infer?37 that it was his impatience of comparative poverty that drove him out there?®3.

VERE:
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2835. been disapproved by her people: I #@li[IZK N1 A . disapprove BN “ANHERG A7,
2836. pauper: 7% 75 Ao

2837. infer: HfEWT; i,

2838. drove him out there: IRt Z 438N 7 .

“'... Who was not his friend who had heard him speak once?' she was saying. 'He drew

men towards him?%° by what was best in them.' She looked at me with intensity?*4°. "It
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is the gift of the grea she went on, and the sound of her low voice seemed to have

the accompaniment of all the other sounds, full of mystery, desolation, and sorrow, I

had ever heard—the ripple of the river?®*, the soughing?%* of the trees swayed by the
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wind?**, the murmurs of the crowds, the faint ring 2846

of incomprehensible?®* words

cried from afar, the whisper of a voice speaking from beyond the threshold of an

eternal darkness. 'But you have heard him! You know!" she cried.

VERE:

2839. draw men towards him: AT G| 2 &2 th AT, H RS2, £ 2 MR . draw
FERX =N “Wsl 7,

2840. with intensity: #iEF LR H OB,

2841. the gift of the great: 5 AKX, XH the great FaHI2& “H RN,

2842. the ripple of the river: A /KIIEIEF . ripple ZEIX RN “(FH) FEk:; KHBIEER7.



2843. sough: YAYAMIZ); MERMEHLI

2844. swayed by the wind: # XU ZEN/$E 5] .

2845. the faint ring: AU RN . ring 7E3X FLECN “Wgi (R s [alm 7,
2846. incomprehensible: ANRIHELARTT; Aol B .

“Yes, I know,' I said with something like despair in my heart, but bowing my head**’

before the faith that was in her, before that great and saving illusion that shone with an
unearthly glow in the darkness, in the triumphant darkness from which I could not

have defended her—from which I could not even defend myself.

R
2847. bow my head: 1ik; K.

“"'What a loss to me—to us!—she corrected herself?®*® with beautiful generosity?*;

then added in a murmur, 'To the world.' By the last gleams of twilight?®> I could see

the glitter of her eyes?®®!, full of tears—of tears that would not fall.

R

2848. corrected herself: [ i M.

2849. generosity: I 9%

2850. the last gleams of twilight: ¥ Bafa HIOG. twilight BN “HE B EER 7.
2851. the glitter of her eyes: {EUBHREE BHLIANKRE G, FRA0E “WHAR.

“'I have been very happy—very fortunate—very proud,' she went on. '"Too fortunate.

Too happy for a little while. And now I am unhappy for—for life.'

“She stood up; her fair hair seemed to catch all the remaining light in a glimmer of

gold. I rose, too.

“’And of all this,' she went on mournfully, 'of all his promise, and of all his greatness,

of his generous mind, of his noble heart, nothing remains—nothing but a memory.

You and [

“'We shall always remember him,' I said hastily.



“'No!' she cried. 'It is impossible that all this should be lost—that such a life should be
sacrificed to leave nothing—but sorrow. You know what vast plans he had. I knew of
them, too—I could not perhaps understand—but others knew of them. Something

must remain. His words, at least, have not died.'

“'His words will remain,' I said.

“’And his example,' she whispered to herself. 'Men looked up to him—his goodness

shone in every act. His example—'

“'True,' I said; 'his example, too. Yes, his example. I forgot that.'

“'But I do not. I cannot—I cannot believe—not yet. I cannot believe that I shall never

see him again, that nobody will see him again, never, never, never.
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“She put out her arms as if after a retreating figure**-<, stretching them back and with
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pale hands across the fading and narrow sheen*>* of the window. Never

clasped
see him! I saw him clearly enough then. I shall see this eloquent phantom as long as I

live, and I shall see her, too, a tragic and familiar Shade, resembling in this gesture
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another one, tragic also, and bedecked®®> with powerless charms?®*, stretching bare

brown arms over the glitter of the infernal stream?®*’, the stream of darkness. She said

suddenly very low, 'He died as he lived.'

VERE:

2852. after a retreating figure: 1B12%/HI&E P IEEIR LM AR
2853. clasped: 'Xf2; B, H0.

2854. sheen: JOlE; L.

2855. bedecked: DA-+----J sl miZH K -

2856. powerless charms: V& TR T o

2857. the glitter of the infernal stream: AP 2% HuJik 2 3 AR5 )3 ' o

“'His end,' said I, with dull anger stirring in me, 'was in every way worthy of his life.’



“’And I was not with him,' she murmured. My anger subsided before a feeling of

infinite pity.

“'Everything that could be done—' I mumbled.

“'Ah, but I believed in him more than any one on earth—more than his own mother,
more than—himself. He needed me! Me! I would have treasured every sigh, every

word, every sign, every glance.'

“I felt like a chill grip on my chest. 'Don't,' I said, in a muffled voice.

“’Forgive me. I—I have mourned so long in silence—in silence.... You were with
him—to the last? I think of his loneliness. Nobody near to understand him as I would

have understood. Perhaps no one to hear....'

“'To the very end,' I said, shakily. 'I heard his very last words...." I stopped in a fright.

“'’Repeat them,’ she murmured in a heart-broken tone. 'I ~want—I

want—something—something—to—to live with.'

“I was on the point of crying at her, 'Don't you hear them?' The dusk was repeating
them in a persistent whisper all around us, in a whisper that seemed to swell

menacingly like the first whisper of a rising wind. 'The horror! The horror!'

“'His last word—to live with,' she insisted. 'Don't you understand I loved him—I

loved him—I loved him!'

“I pulled myself together and spoke slowly.

“'The last word he pronounced was—your name.'

“I heard a light sigh and then my heart stood still, stopped dead short by an exulting



and terrible cry, by the cry of inconceivable triumph and of unspeakable pain.

T knew it—I was sure!'... She knew. She was sure. I heard her weeping; she had
hidden her face in her hands. It seemed to me that the house would collapse before I
could escape, that the heavens would fall upon my head. But nothing happened. The
heavens do not fall for such a trifle. Would they have fallen, I wonder, if I had
rendered Kurtz that justice which was his due? Hadn't he said he wanted only justice?
But I couldn't. I could not tell her. It would have been too dark—too dark

altogether....”

Marlow ceased, and sat apart, indistinct and silent, in the pose of a meditating Buddha.
Nobody moved for a time. “We have lost the first of the ebb,” said the Director
suddenly. I raised my head. The offing was barred by a black bank of clouds, and the
tranquil waterway leading to the uttermost ends of the earth flowed sombre under an

overcast sky—seemed to lead into the heart of an immense darkness.



